





NO MOTORCYCLE ON EARTH 
FOLLOWS DIRECTIONS 
LUKE A TRIUMPH. 





Triumph is dedicated to the proposition that 
the shortest distance between two points is prob- 
ably the most boring distance. 

Man does not live by straightaways alone. 

He needs curves. Lots of them. And he 
needs a motorcycle that can handle them. 
A motorcycle like Triumph. 

How do you build the best handling 
Legend on earth? Thinking thin helps. 

Our classic Vertical Twin, for 
instance, is the shortest, narrowest 
750cc engine ever built. And it rides 
compactly in the narrowest 750 frame 
ever built. The entire motorcycle weighs 
an incredible 395 pounds dry. 


The seat sits a mere 32 inches off the ground. 
The frame doubles as oil reservoir for stream- 
lining. Just enough head angle and trail add 
up to an exact steering geometry. 

And handsome Dunlop TT 100's 

(K-81's), maybe the world's best hand- 
ling road tire, keep it all comfortably 
earthbound. 

Building such a machine is no small 
accomplishment. It's the result of 
over 40 years of devotion to engineer- 
ing detail, with more emphasis put 
on handling than anything else. 

After all, The Legend would never 
Steer you wrong. 














"Triumph Motorcycles America Inc. 177 W. Orangethorpe Avenue, P.O. Box 1060, Placentia, CA 92670 
To locate your nearest Triumph dealer, call (800) 824-5136 (Operator 68). In California, call (800) 852-7631 (Operator 68). 
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a Kerker makes the motorcycle. 


The high performance system For full details see your dealer or contact: Manufactured by Kerker Exhaust Systems | 
designed to fit Kawasaki, Honda, Racecrafters International, Inc. Pu A division of Kendick Engineering, Inc. 
SU and Yamaha multi cylinder 7801 Canoga Avenue/Canoga Park, California 91304 7900 Deering Avenue/Canoga Park, California 91303 
motorcycles. Available in black 213-999-2611 213-999-3060 eke 
or chrome. Send $2.00 for brochure, patch, & decal to Kendick Eng. 
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You know how good you are. 
<2. And how good you feel, up before the 


4 sun, pulling on your boots in the cold 
Ly, J morning mist, looking for a great new 
9 S S piece of road to challenge, alone. ud 
BMW S ` That’s the kind of challenge you find 
with BMW's “balanced performance.” So subtle, so well- 
“R ALAN CED created, it isn’t obvious to the unskilled rider. So harmonious, 
it takes more than a few miles to reveal itself even to the best. 
99 But spend a few hundred miles on a BMW, a few 
PERFORMANC thousand, and you develop a deep-seated respect for the way 
the machine works, the way it reacts and responds to your 


PAR i I M O: - inputs, the way it does its job. 
bd Respect? Next time a hardline BMW owner starts to 


Our engineers and highly 
skilled test riders design great 
performance into every BMW. 

You have to be a 
top-notch rider to get it all out. 


- Right The new R100S'in ved smoke metallic. 
Left: The new R100RS,in “Motorsport” colors. ` 


Look for your local BMW dealer in the Yellow Pages, or write for our fine brochure. U.S. Importer: Butler & Smith, Inc., 
Dept. C-069, Norwood, NJ 07648/Compton, CA 90224. Canada: BMW Motorcycle Distributors, Ontario. 

















preach to you about his machine, bite your tongue and listen 
carefully. He's not talking about the prestige of riding the 
best, nor the pleasure of knowing the finish on his bike is so 
elegant and superior. No, chances are he’s talking perform- 
ance. BMW performance. “Balanced performance.” 

What it actually is, is a unique combination of light- 
ness, low weight concentrations, soft, long-travel suspen- 
sion, and low-end torque. And what it creates is excep- 
tionally civilized performance. 

Crank a BMW on at 45 mph. WVooomm! Not 
outrageous jolting power, but persistent, controllable, 
locomotive-like torque. That's BMW power. Lightness? 
There are probably more cast alloy parts ina BMW than any 
other 1000cc machine. Not surprisingly, BMW is also far 





and away the lightest 1000cc machine you can buy. The 
BMW suspension soaks up ripples, potholes, bumps. Yet the 
motorcycle always stays stable. So what seems like a soft 
suspension is better named a safe suspension. 
But performance is also our limited warranty. We're 
so confident our machine will live up to ed ma you ask 





of it, we give you 12 months and unlimited mileage on our 
warranty. That’s a full year of mountain roads and desert 
highways without a worry in the world. 
So visit your local BMW dealer today. Listen to his 
words on balanced performance. Ask to see all the special 
new models he has to offer. And then tell us you don’t have 


a real hankering to know what it’s like to ride a BMW and 
own the road." Bavarian Motor Works 
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NGK spark plugs have a copper core. Be- 
cause a little copper really helps a bike keep 
its cool. 

Ordinary plugs have iron cores. But copper 
dissipates heat as much as five times faster 
than iron. At high speeds the copper works to 
prevent pre-ignition, detonation and burning. 
Thanks to the copper core we're also able to 
fight fouling at low speeds 
by using a longer-nosed in- 
sulator than that found on 
other plugs. The final result 
is a plug with a wider heat 
range. And wider heat 
range means better per- 
formance at any speed, 
under any condition. And 
longer life. 

NGKs. rig anes es 

" re plugs your bike ever had. 
“vesyoumore, Ánd still the best. 





NGK SPARK PLUGS (U.S.A.), INC. 
1652-56 West 240th Street Harbor City, California 90710 


CIRCLE NO. 62 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 

















EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTION must be accompanied by return 
postage and will be handled with reasonable care; however, 
publisher assumes no responsibility for return or safety of 
artwork, photographs, models or manuscripts. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
Ziff-Davis Publishing Company 
One Park Avenue 

New York, New York 10016 
212/725-3500 


EDITORIAL & PRODUCTION OFFICES 
780-A Lakefield Road 

Westlake Village, California 91361 
213/889-4360 


WESTERN OFFICE 

Jack Kohr, 

National Advertising Director 
Randy Pelton, 

Western Sales Manager 
9025 Wilshire Blvd. 

Beverly Hills, California 90211 
213/273-8050 


MIDWESTERN OFFICE 

Brian J. Murphy, 

Midwestern Sales Representative 
180 N. Michigan Avenue 

Suite 1400 

Chicago, Illinois 60601 
312/346-2600 


EASTERN OFFICE 

Jim Herring, 

Eastern Sales Representative 
One Park Avenue 

New York, New York 10016 
212/725-7464 


Advertising Service Manager 
Anne Speaker 


CIRCULATION OFFICE 
CYCLE Magazine 

P.O. Box 2776 

Boulder, Colorado 80323 


ZD ava (wc) By 


ZIFF-DAVIS PUBLISHING COMPANY 

Editorial and Executive Offices 

One Park Avenue, New York, New York 10016 
212-725-3500 


Philip B. Korsant President 
Furman Hebb Executive Vice President 
John R. Emery Senior Vice President, Finance 
Phillip T. Heffernan Sr. Vice President 
Edward D. Muhlfeld Sr. Vice President 
Philip Sine Sr. Vice President, Secretary 
Lawrence Sporn Senior Vice President, 

Circulation and Marketing 
Frank Pomerantz Vice President 
Arthur W. Butzow Vice President, Production 
George E. Morrissey Vice President 
Sydney H. Rogers Vice President 
Sidney Holtz Vice President 
Albert S. Traina Vice President 
Paul H. Chook Vice President 
Edgar W. Hopper Vice President 
Robert N. Bavier, Jr. Vice President 
Charles B. Seton Secretary 
Selwyn Taubman Treasurer 
W. Bradford Briggs Vice Chairman 


ZIFF CORPORATION 

William Ziff, Chairman 

|. Martin Pompadur, President 

Hershel B. Sarbin, Executive Vice President 


SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES Forms 3579 and all subscription 
correspondence should be addressed to Cycle, Circulation 
Department, P.O. Box 2776, Boulder, Colorado 80323. Please 
allow at least eight weeks for change of address. Include your 
old address, as well as new—enclosing, if possible, an address 
label from a recent issue. 


Material in this publication may not be reproduced in any torm 
without permission. Requests for permission should be di- 
rected to Jerry Schneider, Rights and Permissions, Ziff-Davis 
Publishing Company, One Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016. 


CYCLE 





As the new "First Into The Future" Hondas lead the way into tomorrow with racing-inspired 
advancements like big-bore, short-stroke, multi-valve engines, they bring with them another high- 
performance feature—transistorized electronic ignitions. 


Not all Honda motorcycles are the same, nor are TP 

they designed for the same use. So, not all Honda's LE 

electronic ignitions are the same. There are three 

types: Capacitor Discharge with mechanical 

advance, Capacitor Discharge with electronic X 

Tri-Pulser™ advance and the ultra-sophisticated ~ / 

Pointless Inductive system that fires the phe- ~ 

nomenal six-cylinder Honda CBX. Like the Pointless 

Inductive system, each ignition is mated to machines m» 

for which that system can provide the utmost perfor- S 

mance and benefits. <A Honda Hawk™ CD Tri-Pulser™ Ignition. 
And the benefits of Honda's electronic ignitions ZN 

are numerous! 


The futuristic Pointless Inductive system delivers long-duration 
sparks for increased combustion efficiency. And both of Honda's Capac- 
itor Discharge ignitions produce hotter sparks for easier starting, 
cleaner plugs and more complete combustion. All these a 

improve performance throughout the rpm range, 
but it's at high rpm, where the heavy horse- 
power is made, that they really come on 
strong. 

Because the spanks are electronically 
triggered in all three ignitions, high-rpm 
timing variation is eliminated. A real boost 
to performance. And the C.D. ignitions re- 
quire no adjustment maintenance. They're 
as close to "set it and forget it” as you 
can find. 


With. Honda's hot-sparking transistor- 
ized electronic ignitions, tune-ups can be 
less expensive because there are no breaker points to burn up, wear out, adjust or replace. And 
without breaker points, there's no point float at high rpm. This is an extremely important benefit 
since the big-bore, short-stroke, multi-valve Honda engines are high-horsepower, high-rpm 
power plants. 


And finally, Honda's electronic ignitions are both dirt- and moisture-resistant. 


With their futuristic engines, hot-sparking electronic ignitions and dazzling performance, the 
new 1978 "First Into The Future" Hondas will fire you up! 


© 1978 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 

















St. Joan of Claymore 


@ IN THE VERY BEGINNING THE HEAD ADMIN- 
istrator in all His wisdom created heaven, 
earth, day, night and a mystic substance 
only He understood called Firmament. 

And the Administrator looked upon it 
and saw that it was good. 

And then He said, let the earth and the 
waters bring forth all manner of creatures 
that swim, fly, crawl, creep, and Xerox. 
And the Administrator looked upon it and 
saw that it was good. 

And then He said, let there be leisure 
suits, and Little League, and motor 
homes; let there be freeways, push-button 
radios, vulcanized rubber, slope-nosed 
Chevrolet Lagunas and pretty young 
things to splash and paddle in the waters 
of the typing pools. Let there be three- 
martini lunches and expert witnesses; let 
there be flowering shrubs, naugahyde, 
chrome-plated plastic, Red Dye No. 4, 
Uher tape recorders and rhinoplasty. 

He looked upon it and saw that it was 
good, but maybe it could be better. 

And then He said, Lo, here we have 
caused to be created all manner of fishes, 
and fowl, and furry creatures. We have 
caused to be created padded expense 
accounts, Cruex, unburned hydrocar- 
bons, yeast infections, whiplash injuries, 
the agony of psoriasis and unprece- 
dented legal complications. 

And He said, let there be Agencies to 
run all of this. Let them begin on the 
fruited plain of the Eastern Seaboard in 
the city of Washington DC, and let them 
multiply by the tens, and the hundreds, 
and the thousands. Let them have domin- 
ion over everything, know everything, 
hear everything, spend everything and 
above all, write everything down in tripli- 
cate forevermore. Let the Agencies band 
together to create a great sea of paper- 
work that shall flood from Washington 
across the fruited plain and burrow into 
the home and hearth and savings account 
of every swinging Richard from here to 
Catalina and back again. 

And after the Head Administrator so 
pronounced, thus it instantly was so. 
There were agencies for the Firmament. 
There were agencies for the Garden, and 
for the fishes of the sea, and for the 
wildlife that roamed, and for the fowl that 
flew. There were agencies for the trees, 
and for the bark of the trees. There were 
agencies for blow dryers, and agencies 
that inspected the soybean content of the 
McDonald's Hamburger, agencies to dis- 
cover and then record the defense ca- 
pabilities of the Frisbee and agencies to 
pay farmers for not growing corn crops. 
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And the Head Administrator looked 
upon these agencies multiplying like so 
many amoebae and said, Now we're 
cooking, Jack. 

But all was not easy on the brow of the 
Head Administrator, for during this time 
the Madcap Mephistopheles from Ham- 
burg and points Nether had, by commin- 
gling fire, brimstone, the finest steel and a 
dash of Castrol 40R, created a two- 
wheeled device which, if permitted to run 
both down the road and amuck, would 
unhinge and destroy all that the Head 
Administrator had thus far created. And 
so he called down to a servant loyal and 


true who was known by the name Jim-: 


muh. Jimmuh, said the Head Administra- 
tor, we need one of your many wondrous 
agencies to thwart the threat of these 
dread two-wheelers and turn aside the 
havoc they intend to wreak. 

Have | got an agency for you, replied 
the man known as Jimmuh. We call it the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Admin- 
istration, or the National Traffic Highway 
Safety Administration, or the National 
Safety Highway Administration or the . . .. 

Be silent, said the Head Administrator. 
get the picture. 

And then the Head Administrator said, 
How will this National Highway Traf . . . 
this Traffic National Highway Agen... 
this outfit—how will they be able to turn 
aside the clear and present danger that 
possibly lurks around the corner? And the 
man called Jimmuh said, leave it to me. 

And then the man called Jimmuh re- 
turned to the house called White and 
summoned forth a segment of rib called 
St. Joan of Claymore, named after a par- 
ticularly depressing military antipersonnel 
device because if you stumbled haphaz- 
ardly into either one of them they'd take 
you off at the knees without so much as a 
how-do-you-do. 

St. Joan, said the man they were by 
now growing tired of calling Jimmuh, ! 
want you to sit and break bread—or wind, 
if you chose—with these people who 
make the two-wheeled devices. | want you 
to rail against the immorality of their ac- 
tivities. | want you to accuse them of 
irresponsibility and hold their feet to the 
fire. | want you to whipsaw them, jawbone 
them, and make them wish they'd never 
been born. 

Whatever you say, answered St. Joan 
of Claymore. But | know nothing of these 
two-wheeled devices except Marlon 
Brando rode a Harley in "The Wild Ones." 

He rode a Triumph, said Jimmuh. But 
that is neither here nor there. | understand 


that many of the builders of these two- 
wheelers are selling models of extrava- 
gant speed and this certainly must be 
discouraged. 
You're the boss, said St. Joan. 
And she set to work preparing an ad- 
dress that was guaranteed to stop the 


two-wheeled transgressors dead in their . 


double-knits. This address was truly a 
thing of beauty, combining the mystery of 
the false-bottomed statistic with the im- 
pact of the veiled threat, the seductive 
appeal of the glittering generality with the 
guaranteed remorse value of the uncon- 
firmed specific tragedy. 

When the speech was written—and 
there are those who would say that St. 
Joan might not have penned every word 
herself—she did sally forth deep into the 
bowels of the city called Washington DC, 
there to meet and speak to an organiza- 
tion of these two-wheeled people called 
the Motorcycle Safety Foundation, and 
kick some ass. 

It is recorded that St. Joan of Claymore 
swung her terrible swift agency that night 
like a mighty Excalibur, killing some, 
wounding all, and spraying gore in all 
directions. Two-wheeled devices not yet 
manufactured were assailed for trans- 
gressions not yet committed; promises 
never made were characterized as prom- 
ises broken; and the rhetoric and buzz 
words did flock squawking through the 
room thick enough to blot out all but the 
bogus wisdom of St. Joan of Claymore, 
who upon drawing near to her climax did 
begin to trade the factoid for the outright 
fabrication, knowing the agency she 
served was powerful beyond imagining 
and therefore immune from the dan- 
gerous intervention of truth. 

After she had had her way with the two- 
wheeled people and had repaired in vic- 
tory back to the great hall of her agency, 
she was summoned once again to the 
house called White, where the man called 
Jimmuh had the Head Administrator on 
the other line. 

And the man whom everyone was by 
now sick and damn tired of calling Jim- 
muh did ask of St. Joan, How did it go? 

And St. Joan of Claymore did answer, It 
was a piece of cake. Like so many scurry- 
ing buck privates of industry did they fall 
down upon their prayer bones and take it 
just as fast as | could dish it out. 

And St. Joan did continue, They fear 
there's more in store for them. 

And the man called Jimmuh did say, 
They've got that right. 

—Cook Neilson 
CYCLE 









FOR THE PRICE OF A WATCH, 
OWN THIS GENIUS OF A CHRONOGRAPH. 


Now there's a chronograph whose design dramati- Record lap times. Cumulative times. Flick to watch 
cally outdistances all others. That's not big, bulky and mode anytime without interrupting the count. Or freeze the 
mechanical like some. Or costly, finicky and undependable numbers at any moment. Take time out. You may even time 
like others. And unlike the red LED's with their push-to- beyond 60 minutes with Realtime's automatic startover. 


light displays and quick-to-die batteries — this one uses a 
power conserving liquid crystal display instead. 

It's the Realtime Quartz Chronograph. À timepiece 
that masterfully joins the genius of micro-circuitry, rugged- 
ness and styling. And it's available to you by mail through 
the Sharper Image, for only $69. 


Built to take it. 


The Realtime Quartz Chronograph runs in the rain. 
Goes swimming. Climbs mountains. It's carefully crafted 
of 10056 solid stainless steel through- 
out— case, bracelet, clasp, buttons. The 
face crystal is hard rock glass (unlike the 
easily scratched plastic ones on most 
chronographs). It's shock-resistant, and 
invulnerable to perspiration, dust and 
the weather. 

Realtime is in fact water resistant 
to 3 Atmospheres of pressure, and can 
be safely immersed in water to 80 feet. 


So much data. Squeezed so thin. 


Slimmer than 7mm, only 2.9 ounces, the Realtime 
chronograph is everything you could ask for in a watch, 
or a stopwatch. 

In watch mode, it continually displays the hour and the 
minute, and every second flashes by. In 
large, crisp, liquid crystal digits. (Without 
you pressing buttons.)Its Union Carbide bat- 
teries last a year or more and can be easily 





What more do you get for $69? 





changed by your local jeweler. Separate _ Assurance. 

batteries for night light and time give you Your Realtime will never need maintenance as the 

extra dependability. solid state components have no moving parts. In the un- 
Accuracy is calibrated to Sty tre is likely event that it needs repair, there are prompt service- 

seconds a year. by-mail facilities right here in the U.S. There's a 1 year 

B.E on Press the side button to command the factory warranty on parts and labor. 

month, date, and day of week. Easy to read, E ENDE ee eee ee ee ee ee eee A UNES 

even in bright sunlight. It's American Buy without obligation. 

made chip is p rogrammed to adjust for the We want you to be satisfied with your Realtime Quartz Chronograph. 

end of the month, with resetting needed After you receive it, wear it. Put it through the paces. Compare it 

only once every four years. with any chronograph that comes along. If for any reason whatsoever it's 

Y i not the timepiece you expected, return it within two weeks. You're 

They re off! guaranteed a full and courteous refund, with no questions asked. 

Stopwatch is activated with a com- To order, send check for $69 plus $1.50 delivery (add $4.14 sales tax 





in Calif.). Credit card holders may order with our toll free number below. 


mand from the righthand face button (no But order now as supply is occasionally limited. 


interruption of watch operation). 
Now you're ready to time any event to 1/100 of a ORDER TOLL FREE (800) 824-5136. 

second with uncanny precision, thanks to a quartz crystal | IN CALIFORNIA CALL (800) 852-7631. Ask for Operator 25R. 

whose vibrations split every second into 32,768 parts. 

The Realtime is more accurate than the finest mechanical THE SHAR PER IMAGE 


chronograph ever made. 260 California Street, San Francisco, CA 94111. 
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Real Speed 


If Andre Espaillat of your June "Letters" 
column thinks his 150 mph Gold Wing is 
fast, he should've been there the time this 
neighbor kid dropped a frog in his mom's 
blender. 

Steve Ginn 
Bakersfield Corners, California 


BASSMOUTH 

You have a nice magazine but (refer- 
ring to your Laverda test in the June '78 
issue) are none too careful about check- 
ing the facts. 

The authority mentioned in Paragraph 
Three is not Hiram K. Manney but instead 
Keziah “Troutmouth” Laddimer of Skee- 
ter Crossing NC, related to me on my 
mother’s side via that no-good Wullie Lad- 
dimer. Troutmouth is a moonshiner and 
the best of a bad lot (the progenitor of that 
line was kicked off a pirate ship) but he 
does have a lot of homey: wisdom and 
pithy sayings. | would go into more details 
but am working up a genealogy of the 
Laddimers plus their kin the Gillums, Al- 
stons and Meroneys for the NC Historical 
Society. 

Troutmouth has hardly heard of plastic, 
being an old fashioned sort, and it is to 
Dean Batchelor Esq. that the credit for the 
Pleaseall Plastic Co. Inc. Ltd. should go. 

My researches have disclosed no 
Hiram K. Manney. | suspect that Jennings, 
the Le Mans turkey farmer, has been 
smoking footpeg rubbers again. 

Henry N. Manney III 
Corona del Mar, California 
Or wearing them.—Ed. 


SLEEPER 

Holy chimp dip! You can keep your 
CBX Super Sport; BMW R100/7,.GS1000, 
Gold Wing and Kawasaki Z1R. | want a 
Yamaha SR500E just like the one in the 
April test.. You know; the one that can go 
43 mph in first, 65 in second, 85 in third, 
110 in fourth, and jumping fur balls! 131 
mph in number five. Hey Mr. Yamaha, 

take my pennies and make me Happy! 
Brent Van Bramer 
Woodbridge, New Jersey 


ROTTING STOCKERS 

Your comparison article of aftermarket 
exhaust systems in the May issue was 
excellent. | firmly believe that stock ex- 
haust systems for the Z-1 or KZ-1000 are 
about the best pipe system one can use 
on these motorcycles—for fit, color integ- 
rity and performance. 

Your article did omit one point—that of 
10 


life of the exhaust system for the price 
involved. My 1975 Z-1B showed spotting 
of rust and weakening of the exhaust 
chamber walls in less than 12 months; by 
the end of 24 months the stock pipes are 
worthless, being rotten through to the 
point that one wonders why they don't fall 
off. Cost of these stock replacements is a 
mere $57.00 each or $228.00 for a new 
set: the aftermarket exhaust system you 
tested seemed to average in the $170.00 
price range. It is probably true that none 
of the aftermarket pipe makers knows 
more than Kawasaki Heavy Industries, but 
why can't Kawasaki Heavy Industries pro- 
duce its exhaust system for a better price 
than the aftermarket people? And | for one 
Will not put out the extra money for a stock 
exhaust which fits perfectly (agreed), 
doesn't discolor (agreed) and doesn't last 
12 months. 
Dale Huber 
Galesburg, Illinois 


EPA 

EPA has regulated what can go into our 
air and water, and in so doing destroyed 
the high performance automobile. Now to 
save a few decent citizens an occasional 
"sleep disruption" they're going to de- 
stroy performance motorcycles. 

Well, no stock street motorcycle lve 
ever encountered has ever offended my 
ears. My electric broom turns fewer revs 
and makes more noise than my SS 750 
does at its redline! 

If the problem of noisy motorcycles lies 
with modified stock or aftermarket ex- 
hausts, then it’s easily solvable by en- 
forcement of existing local. laws. Why 
castrate an entire sport for the sake of a 
few offenders? 

If the EPA gets away with this, and they 
will only if we allow them to, then who 
knows what'll be next? When they run out 
of things to do with bikes, maybe they'll 
take on really important national problems 
like halitosis and its effects on air pollution 
levels. 

Dale Hughes 
Nazareth, Pennsylvania 


THE EASTERNERS 

I’m a regular reader of Cycle and a 
member of the New England Trail Rider 
Association. | hold a Class B Enduro 
license and regularly, though not always 
successfully, ride the N.E.T.R.A. enduros 
here in New England. 

l'm writing to let you know that Ed 
Hertfelder's column, “Duct Tapes," is 


worth the price of your magazine all by 
itself. I's obvious by the content of his 
articles that this guy has truly “been 
there." While on the subject of praise for 
your magazine, let me also add that the 
articles by Kevin Cameron are absolutely 
superb. I’m an engineer and | wish to God 
that all technical articles were written per 
the Cameron method. It sure would make 
my job a lot easier and more enjoyable. 
| hope we readers can depend on 
seeing more of both Hertfelder and Cam- 
eron in future issues of Cycle. 
Fred Domer 
Somers, Connecticut 


Kevin Cameron’s June article on the 
new AMA restrictor rule concentrates on 
techno-trivia and ignores physical funda- 
mentals. It focuses on the initial impact of 
the new concept and ignores its ultimate 
consequences. It studies the interests of a 
tiny group of racers and ignores the inter- 
ests of all other motorcyclists. 

If an engine could pull a perfect vac- 
uum behind an air-intake orifice of fixed 
area, the mass flow rate of air would be 
limited by the upstream atmospheric con- 
ditions, which are substantively fixed. 
That limits the mass flow rate of oxygen, 
hence the rate of burning, hence the rate 
at which thermodynamic energy can be 
liberated. The maximum thermodynamic 
power is (a bit less than) one horsepower 
per millimeter of orifice-diameter squared. 

Evidently the so-called "anti-engineers" 
know very well what they’re doing. They 
allow a 23mm orifice for each of four 
cylinders, 27mm for each of three, and 
33mm for each of two. The potential 
powers are about: 

4x 232 = 2116hp 

3x 272 = 2187 hp 

2x33? =2187hp 
or about 2000 hp across the board, using 
more accurate estimates. Since a single 
cylinder can’t pull a uniform vacuum 
throughout its operating cycle, less than 
half of that can be achieved, say 800 hp. 
Only about one quarter of that is captured 
as useful output. So the engines would 
produce about 200 mechanical horse- 
power at the crankshaft if the orifice were 
the only limitation on output. 

In fact, the engines were producing 
only two-thirds that much to start with, so 
the restrictors do very little restricting 
indeed—as was borne out by the race 
results. 

To unwind the terrible damage it has 

(Continued on page 25) 
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Honda engineers put everything 
they know about motocross 
into the new CR-250R.. 
Including Champions. 


The hot new CR-250R is Honda's astonishing new motocrosser. A replica of the factory 
racing bikes and a machine that features a Champion Gold Palladium spark plug as part of 
its original equipment. Our crisp-sparking N-2G. 
Champions helped Marty Tripes win the Daytona supercross in a CR-250. And they've 
helped guys like Marty Smith, Roger DeCoster and Brad Lackey spray dirt at the rest of the 
pack in all types of other motocross conditions. Hot and dusty. Cold and muddy. And in 
power-sapping sand. 
We're happy that Honda, as well as other leading 
motorcycle manufacturers, are offering Champion plugs 
as original equipment, because it proves more and more 
people agree that for cars, planes, boats, trucks and 
works replica motocrossers, you can't buy a better plug 
than Champion. 
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a better plug. 


Champion Spark Plug Company ° Toledo, OH 43661 





The Duct Tapes 


Saturday Night Favor 


9 WOODY CALLED ME FRIDAY EVENING AND 
said, “Can you possibly do me a favor 
tomorrow night?” 

The fact is that there is nothing | 
wouldn’t do for Woody with the possible 
exception of starting a nuclear holocaust. 
For eight long years Woody had wet- 
nursed both me and my motorcycles dur- 
ing sieges of depression and flat tires, 
bouts with congenital twisted knees and 
blown fork seals and intermittent periods 
of evelknievelism when | kept cracking the 
frame under my left footpeg. He had the 
stamina to drive his van home from en- 
duros many miles distant, listening pa- 
tiently to my sad account. of a stunning 
44th-place Mediumweight-B finish while 
trying to keep his second-place overall 
trophy under his seat when we stopped 
fast. My motorcycles had stained half his 
garage floor thirty-weight-black, and l'd 
disenchanted his neighbors by running a 
concrete dyno test after midnight. 

Woody asked only that | turn out the 
garage light when | left and not leave any 
plastic six-pack ring carriers around as 
they tended to strangle his cat. 

His son Jimmie asked me to be a little 
more careful backing my trailer up the 
driveway, as he had to repaint the rain- 
spout every time | caved it in. 

The favor Woody had requested was 
merely to pick up a sunburst head he’d 
ordered and install it on his motorcycle, a 

“15-minute job which shouldn't take me 
more than an hour and a half. He would 
have done it himself, but he had promised 
to take his wife to a show and didn't 
expect to get home before midnight. 

| picked up Woody's new head at seven 
o'clock and, just to be sociable, wandered 
into the back of the shop. Dave Knowles 
was filing away at something with the 
straight, dead-level strokes of someone 
who knows how to use the "hand reamer" 
as Mr. Disston intended, and Bigfoot 
Jefferson was torquing his backbone into 
loops drilling a series of mud drain holes 
in a skid plate. Every time the half-inch 
drill got a good bite the lights would dim 
and Bigfoot would make a quarter revolu- 
tion around his belly button before he 
could take his finger off the trigger. 

First thing | knew, somebody had sent 
out for pizza, somebody else had sprung 
for a couple six-packs and | was ready to 
stay forever—until the owner brought in 
his Dobermann night watchman and | 
suddenly became very anxious to leave. | 
12 





backed out of there throwing bits of pizza 
on the floor, cheese-side-down, to slow 
the dog up. 

| look forward to the day when dogs are 
on the endangered species list so | can 
take myself off it. 

Woody’s garage was ice-cold, with a 
small pile of wind-driven snow in one 
corner where my old Bultaco waited pa- 
tiently. The first thing | did was start the oil 
flowing into the heater, a sometimes 
lengthy process when the cold congeals 
the oil somewhere between molasses and 
taffy. Then | began the search for the 
parts I'd need. Most of us leave parts in a 
coffee can half-filled with black gasoline 
and have had a problem with parts dis- 
solving in the mixture. Woody washes 
everything, dries it, then wraps it in mask- 
ing tape and leaves it in obvious places 
which might not necessarily be obvious to 
someone else. For instance, | spotted the 
compression release taped to the handle 
of the long water pump pliers, the only 
tool with jaws thin enough to reach be- 
tween the fins to turn it. | needed. the 
extension light to locate the bag of head 
bolts and washers, stuffed into the cylin- 
der, the piston at bottom dead center. 

Working behind Woody had a lot in 
common with an egg hunt. 

My fingers were too numb with cold to 
get a grip on the bag in the cylinder, so | 
gave the kick-starter a shove to raise the 
piston; it moved a few inches then 
jammed. | peered into the cylinder to see a 
corner of the bag caught in an intake port. 
| put the bike in gear and rolled it back- 
ward to get the piston back down and 
heard a frightening sound, washers and 
nuts tinkling down the passage into the 
crankcase because a corner of the bag 
had torn. 

“Fudge,” | said. 

If it were my bike, | would follow the nuts 
and washers with a half-pint of enamel 
house paint then stand the thing up on its 
back wheel while it hardened, but with 
Woody’s | thought it would be a better 
idea to get them out of there. | had started 
to take the cylinder base nuts off when | 
reasoned that | might just as well take the 
engine out of the frame as I’d have to turn 
it upside down to shake the parts loose 
anyway. Off came the seat, gas tank, 
exhaust pipe, skid plate, carburetor, 
clutch cable and engine mount bolts. | 
pried the engine out with a long screw- 
driver and the handle of a shop broom; 


every time | do this | have to stop to take 
the rear chain off. My exertions had been 
keeping me warm, but once | had the 
engine on the workbench | remembered | 
had forgotten to light the oil burner. 

| peered inside the burner and saw my 
reflection looking back at me, meaning it 
had about fifty times more oil than neces- 
sary for ignition. | wondered if the thing 
would blow up if | dropped a match in, so | 
uncoiled Woody's garden hose from the 
side of the house and brought it into the 
garage with me. 

The heater lit up magnificently and was 
Soon roaring and groaning and throwing 
heat like a volcano. 

Most of the nuts and washers shook 
loose easily, but a few of the tricky things 
ran and hid up inside the piston and once 
they get behind the piston pin can be- 
come a real problem. Woody had a small 
screwdriver with a magnetic handle end 
and | thought it was just the ticket for the 
job until | dropped it into the case and it 
magnetized itself between the cheeks of 
the crankshaft. | had to bend a wire coat- 
hanger into a piece of modern art to get it 
out. The heat from the oil burner soon 
became unbearable, and | pulled the 
stored lawn furniture away from it as the 
plastic was getting soft and taking a sag. 
Even with the fuel feed down to “simmer,” 
the heater was trying to drive me out. It 
had begun bleating like a distant fog horn 
and a red glow began to light. the wall 
behind it. | kicked the seat and gas tank 
from Woody's motorcycle a little further 
away from it as the heat began driving me 
further down the workbench. Woody had 
a pinup on the wall near the heater, the 
kind that left everything to the imagina- 
tion, along with a cutaway breakdown of 
an Ariel. Both of them were beginning to 
roll up like window shades from the heat. I 
removed them for I’m sure they have 
historical value. The entire heater barrel 
was glowing red now, and | was becoming 
less concerned with getting the motorcy- 
cle back together than | was with prevent- 
ing the garage from burning down. 

The wall behind the heater was 
beginning to blister its paint and smoke a 
little, and | turned the hose on to a fine 
spray and began to sprinkle the wall, and 
the garage was soon filled with a swirling 
cloud of steam which almost blotted out 
the overhead light. 

Then Woody walked in.... 

—Ed Hertfelder 
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Discover that great Cutlass 


feeling: sophisticated sport 
in Olds Cutlass Calais. 


Discover style. The mag- touch with these important 
nificent Olds Cutlass engine functions. There's 
Calais looks— andfeels— even a 5-speed transmis- 

; W sion, available everywhere 
but California. 






Discover economy. No 
N other mid-size gets better 
A ; V8 EPA gas mileage ratings 
NN : than Cutlass Calais! 29 
Ye highway, 20 city, 23 com- 
RS AD bined, with available 260 
like a gran touring car. lts V8 and manual transmis- 
sporty, sophisticated look sion. (Transmission not 
includes a classic profile, available in California.) 
bucket seats, sport steering Your mileage will vary 
wheel, full instrumentation with how and where you 
and custom wheel discs. ^ drive your car’s condition 
Discover comfort. Settle and equipment. Note: The 
into the touring carcom- Cutlass Calais is equipped 
fort of reclining bucket with GM-built engines 
seats. Then stretch out. produced by various 
Because Calais’ spacious divisions. See your 
interior offers more head- dealer for details. 
room and legroom than 
last year’s Cutlass Coupe. 





Discover that great Cutlass © 
feeling. Take a test-drive. 
Discover driving response. Discover the engineering 
Take a test-drive. Feel the sophistication that makes 
way front and rear stabi- . Calais a great road car. 
lizer bars help hold Calais 

flat through tight turns. Theres a lot of 


Note the tach, oil pressure 


gage and engine temper- Newsin Olds today. 
_ aturegage to keep you in 





FIRST 
INTO THE 
FUTURE. 


1978 Honda GIL-1000: 
The interstate of the art. 


When the GL-1000 was introduced, its engineering was so advanced, its power so convinc- 
ing, its engine so smooth that it literally took the industry by storm. But were not about to 
settle for past glories. The 1978 GL-1000 strengthens its reputation with several impor- 
tant refinements. 

First, the liquid-cooled, 999cc, OHC, four-cylinder engine has a redesigned 
torque curve to deliver even more highway cruising performance. The new, 
chromed exhaust system delivers a low, rich tone, yet still retains much of that 
famed GL quietness. There's an instrument panel on the top lid of the simulated 
fuel tank (which contains all major electrical connections, for easy access). Now 
you can check fuel level, voltage and water temperature with one quick glance. 

The top deck and instrument panel are covered with scratch-resistant 
vinyl, and the new "Gold Wing™” emblem on the deck sets the bike's 
styling theme. 

Honda ComStar™ wheels add further elegance to the 
machine. Dual front disc brakes are standard, as is the 
single rear disc. On the opposite side of the rear disc is 
the shaft drives housing. (With shaft drive, there is no 
chain to oil or adjust.) Without periodic chain main- 
tenance stops, your long-distance rides need only 
be interrupted for an occasional fill-up. Or to take 
in the scenery. 

The 1978 Honda GL-1000 is as futuristic 
as ever. But the best thing about this First 
Into The Future machine is that its here. Now. 

At your Honda dealer. 

Always wear a helmet and eye protection, 
keep lights on and check local laws before riding. 
Model availability may be limited. For free bro- 
chure, write: American Honda Motor Co., Inc., 
Dept. C88GL, Box 50, Gardena, California 
90247. See Yellow Pages for nearest dealer. 
© 1978 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 

















GOING STRONG! 
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€ IN 1973 THIS COLUMN DELIVERED THE 
message that the next great explosion in 
motorcycle sport would be triggered by 
trials machines. That declaration was 
made with conviction at the time; among 
other things Kawasaki had just con- 
tracted Englishman Don Smith to develop 
a trials model. Enthusiastic talk from Ka- 
wasaki centered on the probability of trials 
hardware out-selling all other off-street 
models at the ratio of five to one—or 
words to that effect. 

It was a prospect with attractions for 
other Japanese manufacturers, precipi- 
tating a minor exodus of British trials 
experts to the Far East. In almost no time, 
Gordon Farley (ex-Triumph) hired out to 
Suzuki, and Mick Andrews (formerly 
Ossa) helped expedite a trialer for Ya- 
maha. Honda, having started its trials ex- 
periments with a two-stroke and Belgian 
Jean-Marie Lejeune, switched to a four- 
stroke and commissioned Sammy Miller 
(of Bultaco fame) for the expert touch. 

Andrews and others undertook global 
tours designed to educate the uninitiated 
on the delights of defeating trials hazards. 
And the Japanese manufacturers, satis- 
fied that they had trampled through an- 
other European preserve with high fi- 
nance and advanced engineering, sat 


back to await the American-led trials boom. 


And what happened? Nowadays Smith 
performs his development art for Fantic of 
Italy, Andrews contests world trials as a 
freelance professional, Miller carries field 
trouble-shooting responsibilities for Ital- 
ian SWM, and motorcycle dealer Farley is 
a weekend fun rider. The reason for these 
men completing the full circle is simply 
explained: Japan doesn't build trials 
bikes. Europe does. 

Responsibility for The Great Japanese 
Reverse rests squarely with Americans 
who refused to cram wide-open spaces 
with incalculable numbers of trialers. Ac- 
cordingly the Japanese found themselves 
unable to sustain the numbers-game on 
production lines which, if kept running full 
tilt, would have filled half the world's mo- 
torcycle warehouses. Because the Jap- 
anese tend to think in terms of 30,000 
units as a take-off point, and because 
American buyers never came forward in 
droves, Oriental philanthropy stopped 
short of feeding the minority European 
market with specialized trials equipment. 

At the moment Europeans can pur- 
chase 250cc Kawasakis, and there are 
some Yamahas available to diligent 
searchers in a number of the countries. In 
16 








addition, some Honda dealerships still 
carry TL125 four-strokes. 

The admission that these models exist 
may seem to contradict the idea that 
Japan doesn't build trials bikes, but no 
one outside the factories can be sure that 
the Japanese are actually manufactur- 
ing—or just selling off stock. Many people 
believe Suzuki's hybrid system will shortly 
become the accepted practice, causing 
the all-Japanese trialer to fade away in 
favor of the part Japanese, part European 
device. Suzuki keeps a presence in Euro- 
pean trials by shipping 250cc engines to 
Britain where they are crossed with local 
frames to become Beamish-Suzukis. The 
18.5-horsepower, 188-pound Anglo-Jap- 
anese device has a frame by specialist 
Mick Whitlock, air front forks, Kayaba 
dampers and minor components selected 
from the best European products. 

In another cooperative case, Kawasaki- 
UK puts a seal of approval on the Golner- 
Kawasaki special and lists it as an official 
alternative to the Made-in-Japan KT250. 
The Golner is a heavily reworked KT250, 
making a genuine competition tool out of 
the production engineers' concept of a 
trials motorcycle. For a start, a frame by 
Wasp (the sidecar motocross people) 
puts more weight towards the rear and 
incorporates a steeper head angle to give 
more responsive steering. To compen- 
sate for the revised geometry and to re- 
turn the wheelbase to the 52-inch opti- 





mum, a 1.5-inch longer swing arm is fitted. 
Kawasaki forks and dampers are re- 
tained, but the Japanese Dunlops are 
replaced by lightweight Pirellis. 

Power characteristics are changed by a 
crankshaft weight fitted to the magneto 
Side; this flywheel invests the engine with 
extra bottom-end urge, while a new air 
box allows less restricted flow to the car- 
buretor. Finally, the Kawasaki oil-injection 
original loses its positive lubrication sys- 
tem in the interests of easier tuning. 

It’s considered unlikely that the joint 
Euro-Asian operations will stop at the 
Suzuki and Kawasaki examples. There is 
a fair chance of Yamaha-Amsterdam en- 
tering the purpose-built trials arena with 
an updated Mick Andrews replica. And 
Honda's European bosses are known to 
be investigating the feasibility of market- 
ing a four-stroke trials 250 to Sammy 
Miller specifications. 

Presently, however, the slackening of 
direct Japanese involvement has thrown 
out the clear invitation: come in European 
manufacturers. This opening has proved 
fascinating to the Italians and Austrians 
who, encouraged by the expanding conti- 
nental demand, have challenged the 
dominant Spanish factories. These Euro- 
makers, unlike the Japanese, can think 
small and profit from production figures of 
1000 to 2000 units, especially since $2035 
price tickets don't greatly inhibit the sales 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Seven &Seven. 
Great taste you can count on. 


Put the great taste of Seagram's 7 and 7-Up 
together, and you've got a classic: Seagram's 7 & 7. 
Just pour 1% oz. Seagram's 7 over ice in a tall glass 
and fill with 7-Up. Great taste you can count on! 


Seagram's 7 Crown 


Where quality drinks begin. 


SEAGRAM DISTILLERS CO., N.Y.C. AMERICAN WHISKEY—A BLEND. 80 PROOF. 


9 mg. "tar", 0.8 mg. nicotine av. per cigarette by FTC method. 





Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. 


"Real tastes strong. 
More like a high tar.” 


I earned this smoke. When you finally know you're 
going to make Yuma in one piece you want rich strong 
taste. Taste that satisfies. And Real's got it. Yet it’s low yA 
tar. Must be their special blend. All that good natural 
stuff. You want a smoke that's really got 1t? 

Grab a pack of Real. 
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SLEEPING 
BEAUTY 








This compact, little beauty has everything you need 

for a night on the road. Its handlebar wide so it can go 
anywhere a motorcycle can. It carries 250 lbs. of gear, 
its lockable, has a 6 x 6% foot bed with a foam mattress, 
a table, and storage compartments. It even has screens. 


Cycle-Kamp is as rugged as it is practical. Solid 
fiberglass construction on an 
1/8" thick 2" angle-steel frame 
for maximum strength and 
boat trailer wheel bearings 
that will run silent and safe at 
highway speeds all day long. 

The hitch, has been road 
tested for over 1,000,000 miles 
and is designed to pull axle 
height, the most stable point of the rear wheel and the 
torque resistant ball-coupling lets you take rolling turns 
at highway speeds. Your motorcycle can tip and the 
trailer stays level. 

Cycle-Kamp Trailers, the one you can sleep in and 
two others made just for hauling, come in 10 great 
colors so- you can match your motorcycle. 

The next time youre going out of town, take our 
sleeping beauty, and live like a prince. 








CYCLE-KAMP 


1341 Blue Gum Street, Anaheim, California 92806 
(714) 630-6292 
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PIPELINE ............... Continued from page 16 
of trials machines—the most basic com- 
petition bikes known. Manufacturing flex- 
ibility permits feeding small batches of 
trials models between longer runs of en- 
duros or even building both types on the 
same production line. Small-batch pro- 
duction is entirely compatible with the 
market demand and allows manufactur- 
ers to concentrate on the uncompromis- 
ing trials machines that approach the 
factory riders' super-trialers. 

Manufacturers have the added advan- 
tage of knowing their customers are se- 
rious competition riders who will never 
want on-street concessions, who'll hap- 
pily plonk their rears on one-inch thick 
blocks of granite (sometimes defined as 
trials seats), and who'll concoct fuel-oil 
mixes with the same meticulous care and 
enjoyment of a Scot blending whisky. 
Providing his bike works well, the trials 
man won't complain if the thing looks 
crude when parked alongside the more 
stylish Oriental machinery. He'll remain a 
happy man performing regular mainte- 
nance rituals on his European better-bike, 
at intervals ten times more frequent than 
necessary on Japanese mass-produced 
equipment. He doesn't grumble because 
he believes that mass-production merely 
compromises the all-out-trialer ideal. 

The trials performer is—or should be— 
the most discerning character when 
choosing his single-purpose bike. To be- 
gin with, there are no silly distractions, like 
wondering what the machine will do—or 
not do—outside the territorial limits of 
observed sections. Nor is the choice of 
makes and models numerically confusing 
in the 250-350cc segment, which em- 
braces everything the committed hazard- 
hopper considers worthy of serious atten- 
tion. In any case, he's greatly influenced 
by the victories achieved by works teams, 
especially in world events. He'll readily 
leave his cash with the company enjoying 
the most success, always assuming the 
producer supplies something closely re- 
sembling its factory special in appearance 
and performance. If manufacturers don't 
do this, they lose sales. For example, 
when Ossa's Andrews won both the Scot- 
tish Six Days Trial and the Spanish in 
1971, factory waited ages before launch- 
ing an Andrews-replica on the eager pub- 
lic. And the wait cost Ossa sales. 

That trials money follows trials success 
obviously makes life tough for the incom- 
ing manufacturer though the prospect 
didn't deter SWM of Italy. SWM hit the 
trials trail as a medium-big spender, part- 
ing with $27,000 to sign French champion 
Charles Coutard and heaven knows how 
much for Miller. The SWM teamster 
payroll includes Irishman Colin Bell and 
Englishman John Reynolds, as well as 
two Italians. The whole SWM outfit rolls 
along to major events as if money were no 
concern. As yet, the 320cc Rotax-pow- 
ered SWM has failed to assert the sort of 
authority on world trials that would wipe 
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the smiles from Spanish faces. Yet ac- 
cording to Italian figures, all the 1500 first- 
season production SWMs were spoken 
for early in the year. That may indicate an 
enlarged market of new trialsmen who 
want machines with a difference. 

Of course there isn't much room to be 
different. The archetypal trials bike is fun- 
damental, functional, simple and nothing 
to get excited about if you're not a trials 
freak. It has a conventionally ported two- 
stroke engine, housed in an unremarka- 
ble frame, with a 21-inch diameter wheel 
in front and an 18-incher at the rear. Ride 
is controlled by normal-type telescopic 
forks and dampers of modest travel, as 
befitting the bike's low mph progress. 
Dimensionally, the wheelbase works out 
to approximately 52 inches, ground clear- 
ance measures 12 inches, and width is 
narrow. Weight falls in the region of 200 
pounds. 

Rake and trail conform to a geometric 
pattern that’s acceptable for straight-line 
steering while permitting the execution of 
full-lock turns without crabbing or en- 
couraging the front wheel to run back- 
wards. Horsepower for the 320 (the most 
favored displacement) is in the order of 20 
at 6000 rpm with the torque peak hitting 
20 pounds-feet at 4000. Power delivery 
begins with authority at the low end of the 
rev scale and comes through in lively 
fashion when needed, but without pro- 
ducing alarming peaks and troughs. The 
gearbox contains five ratios. The first 
three are used in the actual sections, and 
the fifth gear gives a useful top speed to 
cheat organizers who impose time limits 
on their trials. 

Given the basic simplicity of the trials 
specification, the designers operate in a 
sphere of equal opportunity where all 
models should turn out equal—and where 
Bultaco is more equal than others. Bulta- 
co sales head the graphs, ably assisted by 
a powerful world championship team of 
Yrjo Vesterinen, the Finnish world cham- 
pion, Martin Lampkin of England and 
young American Bertie Schreiber. In the 
first five 1978 rounds, Bultaco riders re- 
corded convincing wins, leaving Lampkin 
holding a slender four-point lead over 
Vesterinen. Lampkin scored best (lowest) 
in one trial, Vesterinen won two, and so 
did Schreiber who emerged as the find of 
the '78 year. 

The 19-year-old from California con- 
quered the exceptionally rugged French 
trial and repeated the performance a 
week later in Spain, where he won by a 
feat of daring that dumbfounded the com- 
petition. Faced with a rocky camber fol- 
lowing a stream crossing that destroyed 
tire grip, Schreiber executed a neat five- 
foot boulder-to-boulder leap, kept his tires 
dry and cleaned the section. 

The circle may be turning a few more 
radians to the point where an American 
on a European machine wins the world 
trials championship. It could happen. 

—Jim Greening 
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The Original 


FACE CASE” 


TAKE OUR PROVEN, 
40 LESSON HOME 
STUDY COURSE. 


CALL TOLL FREE 
(800) 874-0645, 
IN FLORIDA CALL 
(904) 255-0295. 





Now you can carry extra face shields with 


you kept clean and scratch free in their own AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE INSTITUTE 








handmade, zippered cotton denim carrying 1445 SKYTROOPER ROAD - DAYTONA BEACH, FL. 32014 
case. The "Face Case" features a #5 YKK E — L LL — SEND MORE INFORMATION TO -= — —. 

tent zipper and has three compartments that Liane TES =A 
allow you to carry spares or tinted and clear l — AGE l 


shields for day and nighttime riding Teese 
convenience. | CITY 


Jordan C. Phillips, Dept. C STATE ZIP 
Loch Lane, Port Chester, N.Y. 10573 

















Holds two helmets | 
plus other things. 


Weathersealed to protect contents from dust and rain. 


Permanently mounted tops, concealed 
front hinges, and chrome lid stays. 


Easily fits nearly Two-inch-thick 
all luggage racks. Backrest Pad. 


Custom Mounts are available 
for most touring bikes. 


King Size Bag holds 
"Star-type" helmet— 
plus more. 


Stainless steel 
5-pin cam locks. 









" Side safety reflectors. 


4 First Class 
- Accommodations 


Extra-large carrying capacity, top styling features and 

high quality construction...three important things to look for 
when choosing Saddlebags or Tote Boxes. Bates has them all 
Hand-polished in these beautiful, hand-polished fiberglass accessories. 
chrome plated Also, your choice of colors, striping and Guard Rails. 

Bag Guards. For future fun and enjoyment from touring, why not go first 
Combination stop, tail Class with Bates today? 

and directional light. 


Make and model of cycle 

Custom Colors: OGL 1000 Red, Lemon OZ-1 Brown, Green 

Fiberglass Saddlebags OBlack OWhite OCustom Color $40.00 ex. $. 
OKing Size with Rear Refl—$134.50 OWith 12v Light—$142.50... —— 
Striping—$20.00 pr. OBlack QWhite OGold .................. 
O Bag Mounts—$26.95 O Bag Guards shown on Bag— $39.95 . 

Fiberglass Tote Box OBlack D White CI Custom Color $25.00 ex. 
O Standard Size—$79.50 D King Size—$89.50................. 
O Custom Trim Rails (shown on Tote Box)—$15.95 pr. .......... 
Striping—$15.00 OBlack OWhite OGold OGL 1000 DZ-1 ..... 

Plus shipping and insurance (10% or $10.00, whichever is less) .... 

otal Amount Due O Check O Money Order enclosed for ...... $. 
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Send order to Accessory House, Box 1770-CB, Long Beach, Calif. 90801 
and include your complete name, address and telephone number. 
$2.00—Rush me all the full-color Bates Accessories and Leathers Catalogs. 


the “quality people" 
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Suzuki’s sássy. new GS-550E i isa GS- 550 of: 
another color. Namely, black. 
Besides a racy paint job, the “E” also SE 


mag-style wheels, plush step-style' custom. seat ane zs 


hefty disc brakes front and rear” -` 
Other than those items, both GS- 550 models - 


are equipped alike. Which is to Say, they're e 


well-equipped.” 

Both get their kick foni a 4-cylinder | Dual ” 
Overhead Cam engine. Which. delivers continuous 
power from Ist-gear crawling to 6th-gear flying. 


Jour 22mm: Mikuni cabs provide perfect feeding : 
— “habits for the'beast. * à 


"As you might. expect, the -Estrok? bas 


-is quick (its quarter times are in /the.13-second 


bracket). Which‘is G00d to. know when you're pass“ 


-— ind; say, a fat.truck-on a skinny road. 


‘Handling for both models can. best be de= ; 
scribed as sweet: Chalkthatup to lightweight design 


„ and low center of gravity. 4-into-2 exhaust pipes ^ 


ride high to:provide maximum lean in corners., 
7 pumps are sopped up wa double: popes 





front forks Em rear shocks with sod wb 
peta 
12900 Other Th diens i&etüde sell: 
2 Lidjustiué cam. ‘chain tensioner Combination _ 
e ignition and steering Jock: And easy-to-read 
T (day Or. night) instrumentation such. as-a t 
“digital gear indicator and a. tach:that redlines~. 
res "E a whopping 0500xbm. hike fee Ore uv 
-So you: See;-these SS: 550 mid- “rangers a =o i i: : | 
“are e two of a kind. e e. T ap e sis | te 
E "And that s  double-tsouble for thé other: guys. : Eo Ride Safely: wear a helmet, eye protection and appropriate riding. apparel 


sA 
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your new motorcycles finish. 


Wind, water, extreme temperatures, fading light and abrasives, dull your shine, leaving 
your motorcycle looking old...before its time. Stop it with...POLYGLYCOAT. 


A heat activated formula, only POLYGLYCOAT protects Cars, Aircraft, 
available at authorized dealer- Recreation Vehicles, Motorcycles and Boats. 
ships. POLYGLYCOAT pene- 

` trates, protects and makes your 
paint act like a sponge — actually 
absorbing protective petroleum 
compounds that seal out the 
damaging effects of weather. 
















For further information, call Toll-Free: (800) 431-1936 
In N.Y. State call: (914) 472-4687 








© 1977-8 Polyalycoat Corporation, 
1075 Central Avenue. Scarsdale, N.Y. 10583 


Available at authorized dealerships CIRCLE NO. 25 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 





LETTERS — — —. Continued from page 10 
done to all of motorcycling by three gen- 
erations of capricious and irrational tam- 
pering with engine design, the AMA must 
proceed as follows. 

First, the AMA must gradually tighten 
the reins on air-intake area. 

Second, the AMA must simultaneously 
slacken the reins on engine configura- 
tion, charging method, operating cycle, 
cylinder count, gear count, stroke, bore, 
displacement and all other details of en- 
gine design. 

Third, when air-intake area has become 
the sole significant constraint on output, 
the AMA must move to a single specified 
orifice through which all air must flow 
upstream of any functional part of the 
powerplant. 

That will eliminate the arbitrary, fantas- 
tic, anti-engineering constraints that have 
distorted and degraded motorcycle 
powerplants for most of this century. Rac- 
ing engines will evolve in the directions 
that make the most physical and eco- 
nomic sense. Production engines will fol- 
low along behind. 

The Honda CBX typifies that trend. 
Does a short-stroke, high-rpm, six-car- 
buretor, six-cylinder, four overhead 
camshaft, four-and-twenty-valve power- 
plant represent "the soundest engineer- 
ing in all of motorcycling’? 

Sure it does—provided you accept the 
notion that racing engines should be clas- 
sified in terms of displacement. The CBX 
is a direct, evolutionary offspring of dis- 
placement-based racing classes, just as 
engines with freakishly long strokes 
evolved from the even more primitive 
scheme of classifying racers in terms of 
piston area. 

Controlling the air-intake area is the 
only sound and practical way of classify- 
ing racing engines, the only way that 
avoids such whimsical distortions in en- 
gine design, the only route towards better 
bikes across the board. That is the heart 
of the problem which Mr. Cameron ig- 
nored, while penetrating directly to its 
fringes. 

J. G. Krol 
Anaheimjoint, California 


BLM-NZ 

| have-read in the past of the American 
riders' struggle to prevent public lands 
being closed to them and | greatly ad- 
mired the united effort that was made to 
keep that legislation from being passed. 
Recently the government here decided 
that the NZ motorcyclist was not paying 
his share of the medical expenses in- 
curred from motorcycle-related accidents 
and proposed increasing the registration 
fees to over $80 for all motorcycles. This 
represented an increase of almost 50096 
over the present fees. The Auto Cycle 
Union made submissions to government 
over this and pointed out that the Ministry 
of Transport (our highway patrol) admit- 
ted that car drivers were at fault in almost 
8096 of car/cycle accidents. Mass rallies 
were organized in the main cities and 
members of parliament were inundated 
with mail. The end result of all this action 
was that the legislation was withdrawn 

and a very minor increase approved. 
| wish someone would explain why, 
when every cheap huckster politician 
wants a name for himself, he picks on 
motorcyclists. We seem to be easy prey 

for these types. 

lan Todd 
Christ Church, 
New Zealand 


NOTHING LIKE A STOCKER 

In 1976 | garaged at Daytona with 
Teddy Davidson, who was at the time 
enjoying the limited patronage of Kenny 
Roberts, a Modesto boy like Teddy. Every 
now and then Kenny's dad Buster would 
Stop by our garage and see how Teddy 
was doing. This was the first Class C road- 
race with mandatory mufflers, and | was at 
a loss to come up with a setup that was 
quiet, efficient, and cheap. Buster and 
Teddy and | got to talking about this and 
that, and it was the general consensus 
that my motor was too radical to run with 
muffled chambers. Being just a poor 
Novice I had resigned myself to this when 
Buster asked me if I'd like to use a set of 
Kenny's old 250 barrels. 

| simply stared at him in utter disbelief 

(Continued on page 120) 





DO YOU HAVE A NICE CHEST ?... 
SEV SET! Coolers has one tor you. The 


















exciting new food and beverage cooler designed 
for motorcycles. Qasal system attaches cooler 
to any back rack or sissy bar. Nylon straps 
secure jackets, blankets, sleeping bags, etc. 
Fully insulated heavy duty nylon duck will keep 
18 beverage cans and ice cold all day....Geta 
nice chest—a 12" x 10" x 6"D sleek black, 
collapsible Cool Cat Cooler. $29.95 Delivered. 
Send check, money order, VISA or Master Charge to: 


WAY cooLers 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 2180 ELMWOOD AVENUE * BUFFALO, NY 14216 
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ways to 
a quicker 
bike! 





Buy a new machine with 
more displacement 


An idea whose time may have come, if you can 
get up the $2,000 or $3,000 for a good high- 
performance multi. Before delivery, ask your 
dealer to install a GEREX HIE ignition system 
for less than 1096 of the bike's cost, and get 
1096 more peak power and mid-range torque 
immediately, as well as smoother idling and a 
permanent ignition tune-up that will preserve 
your new bike's sparkling performance. 


Install a big-bore kit on 
your present motorcycle 


This will run from $400 to $800, depending on 
who does the considerable installation work 
required, and will return increased perform- 
ance in proportion to the displacement in- 
crease, i.e.: 10% more displacement -1096 
more peak power and mid-range torque. 


Install a GEREX High-Energy 
Ignition on your present bike 


Costs around $200, can be installed in one 
hour or less, and returns the same 10% power/ 
torque increase immediately. Plugs last longer; 
timing is set once and forever; and ignition 
tune-ups are a thing of the past. 


The GEREX High-Energy ignition system is the 
only after market ignition that makes these 
claims. We are prepared to prove them. 


For free technical information 
and dyno test data documenting 
GEREX HIE ignition performance 
improvements, write 
or call Frances 

at Gerex. 







2711 Toledo St., Suite 505 Torrance, 
California 90503 (213) 328-1918 
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PROVEN PERFORMANCE 


Records speak for us! We claim to be number one in motorcycle 
performance and we can back it up! 

Over two dozen national drag racing records have been established 

by R. C. Engineering customers. 

Our racing activities allow us to develop and thoroughly test new 

products for strip and street. Our 

strip results are incorporated into 

our street performance products. 

From Scavenger Exhaust Systems 

to complete engines, R. C. En- 

gineering has the experience 

to be your performance motor- 

cycle product company. 


R. C. Motorcycle Products... 
proven performance— 
performance proven. 


ENGINEERING 


FOR THE COMPLETE STORY, 
SEND $2.00 FOR OUR LATEST 
CATALOG TO: 


R. C. ENGINEERING 
16216 S. MAIN ST. 
GARDENA, CA 90248 
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Turbo-Pak, Turbo 
to be 


merican 


Cycle Inc. and Rajay Industries 


have banded together to produce ` 
So what if it 


the fastest device ever to be _ 
sold off a dealer's showroom 


Masek, A 
floor. 


sn 
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have:a warran 


By Cook Neilson © 


- PHOTOGRAPHY: ROBIN RIGGS. - 















Hub of exhaust turbine has been relieved on one side; 
this is done for balance. Assembly is safe to 10,000 rpm. 





€ TO UNDERSTAND THE KAWASAKI Z1-R TC, 
you must first understand the events 
which led to its existence: 

Fall, 1972: Motorcycle press tests the 
brand new 903cc Kawasaki Z-1. Bike runs 
12.5 seconds elapsed time in quarter-mile 
with a terminal speed of 107.52 mph. Is 
pronounced "King Motorcycle." 

Late summer, 1975: Now called the 
Z1-B, the King's quarter-mile ET has im- 
proved to 12.37. 

February, 1976: The first Z1-R mock-up 
is constructed. 

May, 1976: Decision made to go for- 
ward with Z1-R concept; final specifica- 
tions are written. 

February, 1977: Kawasaki KZ1000 
tested; now 1015cc in displacement, KZ 
returns quarter-mile figures of 12.06 at 
111.66 mph. Cycle Magazine test con- 
cludes, ". . . riding one of their big fours 
means never having to be sorry there's 
not more power." 

September, 1977: Kawasaki Z1-R re- 
leased to the press for photography and 
test riding. 

Later in September, 1977: Ads sent to 
the magazines proclaiming that the Z1-R 
has 90 horsepower. 

Still later in September, 1977: Kawasaki 
Executive Graham Kirk receives notifica- 
tion from the factory that the Z1-R does 
not in fact have 90 hp; it has about the 
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Inlet port splitter improves manifold distribution. 
Fittings carry pressure to the gauge and waste gate. 














same as a standard KZ1000. Kirk, one of 
the Americans most responsible for the 
Z1-R, is hearing this for the first time. 

October, 1977: Z1-R goes to the drag 
strip and returns ETs of 11.96 and 11.95, 
becoming the first sub-twelve-second 
stocker in history. 

November, 1977: Yamaha XS11 is in- 
troduced to the press; the Kawasaki Z, for 
the first time since 1972, is not the King; it 
is Number Two in a field of two. 

December, 1977: Honda CBX Six is 
introduced to the press. Kawasaki is Num- 
ber Three in a field of three. 

January, 1978: Suzuki GS1000 is intro- 
duced to the press. Kawasaki is Number 
Four in a field of four. 

Of course this order has only to do with 
quarter-mile performance, and while 
there are those who believe quarter-mile 
performance ranks above only such 
things as taillight bulb design and sump 
finning as an important criterion of value, 
Kawasaki and their faithful feel otherwise. 
The mighty Z got a long way on the basis 
of its acceleration supremacy; while the 
acceleration remained, the supremacy 
did not. 

How to improve the one sufficiently to 
recapture the other, while giving away 
displacement and cylinder count to the 
Honda and the Yamaha and weight to the 
Suzuki? 

This question was in the process of 
being resolved even before the three 
other Superbikes made themselves 

CYCLE 
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known. A year ago the turbocharged Z1-R 
TC was a project, inspired by KMC's 
Wayne Moulton, that the American dis- 
tributorship was contemplating for itself. 
But the project was shelved. For whatever 
reason the Kawasaki factory or dis- 
tributorship did not want to expose itself 
to this particular line of fire. 

But hark! Here's Allen Masek, for eleven 
years a loyal Kawasaki executive, a man 
generally accepted' as the highest-rank- 
ing non-Japanese at the American dis- 
tributorship, a man whose family has been 
directly involved with the fortunes of Ka- 
wasaki since the very beginning. Ka- 
wasaki grew to prominence under 
Masek's guidance; Masek is a proven 
performer. But Masek, early in the fall of 
1978, will not be in California running 
Kawasaki, but in Paris, where he plans to 
live. Masek believed in the TC project 
back when the distributorship was still 
kicking it around; he believed in it just as 
devoutly later, after he had officially taken 
his leave from Kawasaki Motor Corp. 

Masek, happily, is not the kind of man 
who is limited to beliefs. On April 17, atthe 
very drag strip used by the motorcycle 
press to discover that Kawasaki had 
slipped from first to fourth in the Accel-O- 
Derby, Masek gathered the magazine 
people to see what he'd brought about. 

The "TC" part of the Z1-R's nomen- 
clature stands for the obvious: turbo- 
charged. The turbo unit itself is built by 
Rajay Industries, Inc., a company which 
AUGUST 1978 





manufactures turbochargers for air- 
planes, automobiles, boats and various 
vehicles powered by diesel engines. Ra- 
jay puts out over 20,000 turbochargers 
per year. 

The rest of the plumbing is supplied by 
American Turbo Pak, Inc., a Santa Ana- 
based company originally set up by Bill 
Hahn and presently owned by John Glea- 
son. ATP manufactures turbo kits for 
BMWs, Honda fours, Kawasaki fours and 
Suzuki fours and has, in the past three 
years, sold over 2000 turbo kits. At pres- 
ent, Masek plans to produce 1000 Z1-R 


_—— 


Sk 5 * lA 
One of the most impressive aspects of the ATP kit is the ease and 


TC Kawasakis. He will buy the standard 
Z1-Rs from Kawasaki; have the turbo 
hardware manufactured by ATP; use his 
own company, Turbo Cycle Corp., to in- 
stall the turbocharger kits; and sell the 
bikes through Kawasaki dealerships. As it 
turns out, there is no warranty problem; 
there is no warranty, although Masek 
points out that certain components will be 
evaluated on an individual basis if there 
has been no connection between their 
failure and the hotted-up engine. 

The bikes will cost $5000 each— 
roughly, Masek says, what you'd pay if 
you bought a Z1-R at full list, purchased 
the ATP kit and paid someone else to 
install it for you. 

This matter of finance was one which 
interested each and every one of Masek's 
guests. For about $1100 you can or- 
dinarily buy a KZ1000 turbo kit, and about 
$2600 puts you aboard a KZ1000. If you 
can do the installation yourself, the total 
price of a new turbo KZ1000 would be 
$4000 or less, so in effect you're paying 
an extra $1000 for the R-model's body- 
work—the exact difference between stock 
versions of the same two bikes. 

If you wanted to buy a Z1-R and install 
an ATP kit yourself, you'd be out of luck. 
According to John Gleason, the president 
of American Turbo Pak, the only Z1-R 
turbo kits available will be sold to Masek 
for installation on the TC. Furthermore, 
the standard KZ turbo kits do not bolt on 
to a Z1-R. So ultimately if you want to own 
a turbocharged Kawasaki Z1-R, you pay 
your $5000 and ride one home from your 
dealer's showroom. 

For the money, here's what you get: a 
brand new Kawasaki Z1-R, and a kit 
which will reduce the bike's elapsed times 
from 11.95 to 10.85, raise its quarter-mile 
terminal speed from 110.25 mph to 130.62 
mph and increase its power output to a 
figure between 105 hp and 130 hp. 

We've had experience with ATP kits on 
Kawasaki Zs before and continue to mar- 
vel at two aspects of the turbo experience: 
the astonishing amount of power the en- 
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neatness with which it can be installed. 
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Whispering Beast 


gine makes when it comes up on boost, 
and the generally sweet nature of the 
engine under all other circumstances. For 
the turbocharged Z1-R, or any other 
turbo-kitted motorcycle, there is no mid- 
dle ground. If anyone could quarrel with 
turbocharging, this would reside close to 
the center of the complaint. 

A turbocharger is an exhaust-driven 
centrifugal air compressor. Exhaust 
gases routed past the blades of a turbine 
force the turbine to spin. It is connected 
by an axle to an impeller in a separate 





On test models manifold gauge was oil-filled 
and looked like this. It will be replaced on prod. bikes. 


@ Jim Richmond works across the 
street from Cycle's Westlake Village of- 
fices. He is a Mechanical Engineer for 
Mafi Trench Corp., manufacturers of 
high-speed turbine pumps. He com- 
mutes to work aboard a 1973 Kawasaki 
Z-1 which, for the past year, has worn an 
ATP turbocharger kit. His observations 
on life with a blower-bike: 

e While he purchased the kit through a 
motorcycle shop, he did the installation 
himself. It took about two days. There 
were no complications to speak of, al- 
though he had to find and attach special 
fittings to adapt the oil cooler. He had to 
fiddle with the carburetor after the kit 
was installed, but a call to ATP set him 
straight. He noted that the carb's main 
jet adjustment was "crude." 

e Richmond's experience indicates that 
it takes seven to ten minutes to ade- 
quately warm all of the turbo's duct 
work. Until that has been accomplished, 
the bike is “unbelievably cold-blooded.” 
e The Z-1 goes about 2000 miles be- 
tween spark plug changes. Richmond 
uses NGK B8ES plugs, and high-perfor- 
mance aftermarket ignition coils. 

e His Z-1 returns 40-42 mpg. 

e He specifically likes several things 
aboutthe kit: the ease with which he can 
return his bike to stock configuration, 
the durability of the Rajay turbocharger, 
the degree to which the engine now 
tolerates little technical imperfections, 





chamber, which compresses the air/fuel 
inlet charge and pumps it into the en- 
gine's combustion chambers. Larger 
chunks of inlet charge make bigger bangs 
when they are ignited by the spark plugs; 
bigger bangs mean more power, and 
more power means more speed. There is 
no less expensive way than turbocharg- 
ing to elevate substantially a multi-cylin- 
der engine's absolute output. It's simple, 
clean and direct. 

But there are certain aspects about 
turbocharging in general and the Z1-R TC 
in particular which are not all peaches 
and cream. They are as follows: 

1) The turbocharged Z1-R engine be- 
gins to work seriously at about 4500 rpm. 
Below this figure, pulling power is the 
same as or a little less than the stocker's. 

2) While the turbo kit has been bolted 
on neatly enough, there are tasks which 
the thorough Z1-R TC owner should con- 
sider. If he plans to ride especially hard or 
to race, certain crank pins should be 
welded in place to prevent the crankshaft 
from twisting. 

3) The Banzai rider should give thought 
to modifying the Z's pan to assure that a 
sufficient amount of oil stays in proximity 
to the oil pick-up. 

4) Seriously consider adding high-qual- 
ity aftermarket valve and clutch springs. 

5) Although for turbocharged bikes 
ATP recommends "the best quality sus- 





the bike's immense power output, and 
the fact that "for 99 per cent of the time, 
it acts just like a stocker." 

e Dislikes? He says that it can load up 
the plugs quickly, that it frequently blows 
oil smoke out the tail pipe on hard 
deceleration, and that the rest of the 
bike "wasn't designed for that kind of 
power." He specifically cautions about 
exhaust system leaks, which, he says, 
can reduce and/or delay boost and are 
frequently difficult to trace. 

If he knew at the outset what he 
knows now, would he still purchase the 
kit? "Absolutely. | knew what | wanted, 
and | got exactly what | expected.” 

—Cook Neilson 





The turbocharger is fed by this Bendix single- 
throat snowmobile carburetor. Main jet is adjustable. 
pension components” in its standard bro- 
chure, the Z1-R TC does not come that 
way. As with the crank welding, pan modi- 
fying and spring upgrading, a rider who 
plans to use the Z1-R TC to its maximum 
should upgrade at least the rear shocks. 

As ridden by the press, the TCs had 
welded cranks, about 36 degrees of spark 
advance, and tanks filled with high-oc- 
tane Moon gas. Everyone who rode 
them—including press people who had 
never ridden in anger down a drag strip 
before, and people who weighed well in 
excess of 200 pounds—had at least one 
run in the mid-elevens with terminal 
speeds over 120 mph. Two of the bikes 
were presented as they will be sold—with 
stock shocks and stock tires—and one 
was set up with struts, a Goodyear rear 
slick and a wheelie bar. The strip-pre- 
pared bike has run in the 10.0-second 
neighborhood with terminal speeds 
around 136 mph; because of traction 
problems, the best the "stockers" could 
do was 10.85 at 130.62 mph. 

When we last looked at an American 
Turbo Pak Kawasaki (November, 1975), 
the quarter-mile figures were 11.65 at 
118.73 mph. That engine displaced 
903cc; the bike weighed 520 pounds. 
When we put it on the dynamometer, it 
made 102.79 bhp at 8500 rpm, troubled by 
fuel starvation bothers. We did not run the 
Z1-R TC on the dyno; however, correlat- 
ing weight and terminal speed figures 
leads to very interesting speculation. 

The Kawasaki KZ1000 that Reg Prid- 
more rode at Daytona weighed about 450 
pounds. It produced, on C.R. Axtell's dy- 
namometer, 130 rear-wheel horsepower. 
Last season its quarter-mile figures were 
10.9 at 126 mph. The Z1-R TC weighs 
about 100 pounds more than the Prid- 
more bike and went four miles per hour 
faster in the quarter-mile. That means the 
TC must be making at least as much 
power as the Pridmore Superbike Pro- 
duction racer. 

What's the TC like to ride? We've had 
experience with any number of hard-ac- 
celerating vehicles: Superbike Production 
racers, Suzuki RG500 square fours, Ya- 

(Continued on page 95) 
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TOURING ACCESSORIES 





NEW ITEM EBENEN 


TOLL FREE 
I-800-426-2820 


Now you can order all of your favorite accessories by phone. Have your 
Mastercharge or Visa card ready when you call with your order. Pre-paid 
orders receive the bonus of free freight to anywhere in the continental US. 
If you haven't ordered our Touring Catalog give us a call and we'll rush you 
our 200 page catalog with everything for touring from fairings, trailers, 
toursuits and halogen lights to radios, TV's tents and tires. It's one of touring's 


best bargains at only three dollars. 


CB Accessories 
wW 





THE DAI 1000 UNTOUCHABLE 
ALARM SYSTEM 

Both motorcycle and alarm system are 
tamperproof. The DAI Alarm System is 
not visible to potential thieves because 
it mounts under the seat. Your 
motorcycle can be parked at any angle 
OF /DOSITIOD: 4. essi rorem . $54.95 









Superx.CB Products 
Motorcycle CB Adapter 

- & Helmet Set 

All the components necessary to adapt 
most mobile CBs for motorcycle use. 
Consists of safety boom mike, ear 
speaker, push to talk button, remote 
speaker plug and mike cable. .. $42.95 


MOTORCYCLE CB ADAPTER 

Adapts most CBs for motorcycle use. 
Consists of push-to-talk switch with 
handlebar clamp, mini-plug and mike 
9.95 cable. 4.95 


MOTORCYCLE INTERCOM 
Electronically amplified system for driver 
to passenger communication. Volume 
control, two DIN connectors, power 
lead. o $39.95 
MOTORCYCLE HELMET SPEAKER 
Compact 8-16 ohm speaker with 
standard mini plug and quick-release 
Velcro POTG dont onm qe m d $41.95 


CCI FLOORBOARDS COMPLETE 
WITH SHIFTER AND BRAKE 
ADAPTER 

Floorboards with rubber insert and all 
mounting hardware, available for 
Honda GL1000, Honda 750A, 750F, 750K, 
550K, 500K, 400 Hawk, 400F, 450, 360, 
350, 3504 $7 


PASSENGER FLOORBOARDS 

Cast Aluminum, highly polished 
floorboards have rubber insert. These 
boards mount on existing foot pegs. 
Specify Make & Model $34.95 


Lockhart Oil Cooler 
Now available for Kawasaki KZ 650K. 
Specify Make and Model 

. $69.95 


Black 
Chrome $89.95 














CALAFIA KARGO KADY 
Hand laminated fiberglass (14'*H x 24"L 
x27"W). 
* Heaw duty polished chrome hinges 
+ Two polished chrome locking brass 
latches 
+ Twin chrome wrap around rails 
+ Dual combination tail/stop 
Jia dodo: vasusti rie RR a $444.95 


HELMATE SPEAKER KIT 
Complete kit adapts to any radio, tape 


DIGVER On BUDE. ea vester Eois $9.95 


HELMATE TWO-UP KIT 

Add this kit to your Helmate speaker kit 
and both you and your passenger can 
ISHN aus scs arii sto qt quein eem $4.95 
Note: The Helmate system easily adapts 
to the Superx system. Example: Use your 
Helmate Helmet Speaker with the 
Superx Motorcycle Intercom and the 
Superx Intercom and CB Adapter kit. 





CALAFIA CYCLE LUGGAGE 


The new way to pack for a trip: Calafio's 
new soft-side luggage. They're of 
water-repellent nylon “Cordura” with 
full length nylon zipper and double 
handles. Available for: 
Calafia Roadrunner 

Saddlebags " 
Calafia "Fats" Saddlebags ..... $46.95 
Calafia Sport Kady $22.95 


UNIS TWIN TRUMPET AIR HORNS 
Chrome trumpets. Kit includes 
compressor, relay, tubing and mounting 
brackets. Made of corrosion resistant 


. $14.95 





ECLIPSE TANK BAG 


AGRI sig A stm su $30.95 Featured in the November issue of Road 
TWIST-ASSIST Rider. The Eclipse is a three 


compartment bag featuring a large 


Counteracts throttle spring tension. T 
main compartment flanked on each 


Ends forearm fatigue safely. Mounts to 


any %” handlebars.............. $9.95 side with a smaller pocket. All openings 
: use two-way zippers. The bag attaches 

TAILLIGHT MULTIPLEXER via four Velcro straps making this a 

Brightens brakelights for additional secure trouble-free system. 

SHON sane cs T $1898 1 acne) oed tete es $46.95 














.AVON ROAD RUNNER TIRES 
Roadrunner's low profile puts more 
tread on the pavement. Plus its cling 
rubber gives 23% more grip on wet 
roads. 

470x18 $56.95 360x19 . 
425x18 $53.25 510x16 . . $53.95 
410x19 $52.50 Tubes to match . . $9.95 


Available Soon 17 inch Roadrunner 


` $46.50 






Martek 440 Breakerless Ignition 
This is a solid state system. The trigger is 
a beam of infrared light supplied by 
solid state light emitting diodes (LED) 
and is not affected by vibration or wear. 
Another special feature of the Martek 
440 is a Timing Rotor which provides the 
original factory standard spark advance 
Curve so you will get the best starting 
and idle performance. Plus by also 
increasing coil charging time, the 
Martek 440 guarantees High 
Performance ignition at the fastest 
possible speed your engine will run 
Available for: 
Honda 750 and 550 four, GL1000, GS 
Suzuki, Kawasaki 650, 900 and 1000 
Available soon for Harley and BMW. 
Specify Make & Model $98.95 


TOURING SADDLES 

Many brands and style to choose from 
to suit most makes and models of 
touring bikes. Call for more details. 


ANDREWS CAMSHAFTS 

Mild to high performance for Harley, 
Honda and Kawasaki. Hot set ups for 
both street and drag. Call today for 
complete info on Andrew's cams, gears 
and oil coolers. 


CHROME GAS CAP FOR HARLEYS 
High quality, heavy duty chrome 
complete with the wings of Harley. $9.95 














VANDA-CRUISE 

e Vanda-Release for safety and 
positive cruise control with no throttle 
creep. 

e Vanda-Release in off position allows 
full use of stock throttle return spring. 

* Does not require gripchange .. . no 
springs to wind 

Available for Honda, Kawasaki, 

Yamaha, Suzuki, Triumph, BMW. $24.95 


VIEW-ALL INLINE GAS FILTERS 


Z Mini Filter (2 inches in length) available 
$5.45 


for 4;' 3/16" and 5/16" gas lines.. 
Maxi Filter (4 inches in length) available 
for 4; 5/16" and %” gaslines.... $5.95 


ROAD TOURING CATALOG 

This is the largest selection of touring 

gear available from one source. Order 

yours today by phone, the call is on us. 
TCU ir rer Can Oh meen 3. 


Prices subject to change without notice. 
Dealers inquiry invited. 








S&W AIR SHOCK SYSTEM 

You want your bike to handle the same 
always, whether loaded or not for safety 
and comfort. With the "S&W System” 
you add or remove air through a single 
valve at the base of the handlebar 
mounted gauge to suit your riding 
situation. The gauge will help you to 
remember what pressure worked best 
with what loads and the handy little 
“pocket” pump will let you add air on 
the road when there's not a gas station 
in sight. Call today for more details. 

S&W Air Adjustable Shocks from $409.95 
S&W Air Pump . $7.95 
Pump and Gauge Kit. . . $29.95 





MCM REPLACEMENT MUFFLERS 
MOM is a better than stock 
replacement for your motorcycle. 
Lasting beauty with improved 
performance. Available for most touring 


bikes. ...... .. pair$437.95 






Bosch Halogen Lighting 


Bosch Halogen Headlamps deliver more 
light, a difference of up to 100% more 
visibility than regular headlamps. Our 
motorcycle conversion lamp is easy to 
install. Vibration-proof. High/Low beam. 
Halogen bulbs included. 


7 inch model . . ts 
5*4 inch model .. 26.45 
6-1/16 inch model.............5 $26.45 


REPLACEMENT QUARTZ BULB 
H-4 bulb, 50-65 watts 





THE AMAZING FASTENT 
Fasent is supported by a flexible but 
sturdy frame made by a continuous 
loop of lightweight, spring steel which is 
constructed as part of the tent. To take 
down Fastent, remove corner stakes 
and fold into a coil of three concentric 
circles. This coil can then be quickly 
folded into a compact nine-circle form, 
enabling the entire tent to be stuffed 
into a sack measuring 11 inches around 
which fits scadlenags and travel trunks. 
: : . $129.95 


a 
1221 Dexter Ave. N. Seattle, WA 98109 
(206) 285-2660 


[| 
E Free Freight 
F On All Pre-Paid Orders 


Free freight does not apply to Cycle Kamp trailers. 


Qty Item Size/Color 


f Nome 


Washington Riders Add 5 4 sales tox 
Total 


Address 


[| City State Zip 





VETTER ACCESSORIES 

And now from Drager's Motorcycle Co 
comes America's most popular touring 
accessories. 


WINDJAMMER SS 
Fairing with Leading Edge Lights, 
tonneau covers (locking right side, soft 
pocket left side, 12 volt headlight, 
headlight adjuster, windshield and all 
necessary hardware needed for 
installation. Available in black, white, 
silver, gun and Color-match 
: . From $289.95 


VETTER VINDICATOR - 

The Vindicator brings you the style and 
performance of the Windjammer with a 
slightly lower price........ From $249.95 


& MORE FROM VETTER 

Call us for more details on: Vetter 
Floating Mounting Luggage. Floating 
Mount Saddlebags; Tank Bags, Totes 
and motorcycle Covers. 





CYCLE KAMP TRAILERS 

This compact little beauty has 
everything you need for a night on the 
road. It's handlebar wide so it can go 
anywhere a motorcycle can. It carries 
250 Ibs. of gear, it's lockable, has a 6x612 
foot bed with a foam mattress, a table, 
and storage compartments. It even has 
screens. 

Cycle Kamp is as rugged as it is 
practical. Solid fiberglass construction 
on an *s" thick 2" angle-steel frame for 
maximum strength and boat-trailer 
wheel bearings that will run silent and 
safe at highway speeds all oy long. 
Cycle Kamp from . sa vwe $799.00 





STADIUM GOGGLES 

Fully adjustable and well ventilated to 
prevent fog-up. Collapsible for pocket 
size storage. We've found these to be 


among the best we've tested. .. $19.95 






Motorcycle Co. 
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CYCLE ROAD TEST 


SUZUKI 





GS750EC 


In two years the Suzuki GS750 
has gained recognition as a fast, 
reliable, good-handling machine. 

Built upon that foundation, the 

EC, with cast wheels, dual-disc 
front brakes and a stepped seat, 

takes its place as yet another 
factory-modified motorcycle. 





















€ IN RECENT YEARS MOTORCYCLE MANU- 
facturers have begun to produce increas- 
ing numbers of "variants"—bikes which 
use special trim, options or specifications 
to set themselves apart from standard but 
which do not differ from their respective 
base models in any significant or expen- 
sive way. It’s not a new way of doing 
business—Harley-Davidson built two 
Sportsters practically from the beginning, 
not to mention any number of Pick 'Em 
Glides, and Triumph built more “different” 
650 twins than you could shake a dipstick 
at. It is a fabulous concept: a dealer can 
sell two or three ostensibly different mod- 
els but only carry a parts inventory for 
one; a customer can select between the 
variants of a given basic unit and buy the 
one that'll correspond most directly with 
the kind of riding he likes; and the manu- 
facturer can produce three models for 
roughly the price of one, and if he's es- 
pecially lucky he can enjoy three times as 
many sales. 

If variants aren't new they certainly are 
plentiful. A short list: all but one BMW; H-D 
XLCR Café Racer, Low Rider and Super 
Glide; the 900 Ducati SS and Darmah; two 
of the three Honda Hawk 400s; Honda 
CB750F and CB750A; two Kawasaki 
KZ400s, two KZ650s and two Zs; one 
Laverda triple; four Moto Guzzis; one of 
each of Suzuki’s late-model four-strokes; 


one Triumph Bonneville; and at least 
three Yamahas (two of which, the 650SE 
and the 750XE, are so popular that Ya- 
maha is now very close to Honda in terms 
of total unit sales). Variants are less plenti- 
ful in the dual-purpose and enduro cate- 
gories, and they’re extremely rare among 
motocrossers; the less important ap- 
pearance becomes and the simpler the 





PHOTOGRAPHY; DON PHILLIPSON, DAVE HAWKINS 
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GAS. 


GS engine has proven to be very reliable. Carbs have altered jett 





Smaller diameter disc—reduced from 295mm to 275mm— 
offers more progressive response at the foot pedal. 
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E 4 
d slide cutaways to meet EPA stand. 


Standard GS uses single disc brake; EC has dual discs 
that are one millimeter thinner than standard model's. 


objective, the more impractical the variant 
concept is. 

What comprises a successful variant? 
First, the basic model should be sound, or 
popular, or both. Second, the variant 
should function no worse than the stan- 
dard model—although some very suc- 
cessful variants have; third, the bike 
should anticipate the needs or desires of 
the market ("needs" works better; "de- 
sires" sells better); and fourth, the variant 
should carry a price tag which reasonably 
reflects the value of those parts which 
make it special. 

There are radical variants—the BMW 
R100RS, the Kawasaki Z1-R and Z1R-TC, 
the Honda CB750A—and there are mild 
ones. The Suzuki GS750EC is mild. It is 
also a paradigm of all those things which 
practically guarantee market success. 
The EC is for those who want a combina- 
tion sporting and touring machine, and 
one which is stylish but not gaudy. The 
basic GS750 has proven to be the best 
sport-tourer in its class, a fact which auto- 
matically places the functionally identical 
(and only slightly heavier) EC at the top of 
the heap. Stylistically, the EC's modifica- 
tions—an all-black paint motif, a stepped 
seat, cast wheels and a dual-disc front 
brake system—are very subtle and should 
appeal to both sporting and touring riders. 
The EC is different, but not terribly spe- 
cial. Happily, another related factor must 
be mentioned here: price. Few modifica- 
tions result in only a slight price increase. 
The EC retails for $2349, compared to 
$2199 for the 750C. Considering what you 
get, the EC is a bargain. 

The power characteristics of the 
GS750EC result in excellent performance 
whether the bike is used for touring or 
sport riding. From just above idle to 5000 
rpm, the engine is supple and clean. 
Around-town riding consequently is has- 
sle-free and completely enjoyable. The 
top-of-the-range powerband, though, is 
definitely for the thrillseeker. In this neigh- 
borhood the GS nearly doubles its horse- 
power, increasing in output from 30 to 60. 
The GS turns a 12.72-second quarter-mile 
elapsed time, certainly quick enough for a 
pleasurable acceleration high—and incre- 
mentally quicker than last year's standard 
GS. It'S possible that this tiny improve- 
ment in acceleration performance came 
from the factory refiddle of the carbure- 
tors. Because the EC is a 1978 model 
produced after January 1, its carbs have 
been tightened up for emission control. 
Comparing this year's EC to last year's 
B-model, the needle jets are slightly 
leaner, and the slide cutaways provide a 
slightly richer transition from the pilot jets 
to the needles. While the rest of the car- 
buretors' metering systems remain di- 
mensionally the same as they were last 
year, assembly and quality control have 
been improved, and manufacturing toler- 
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ances for the relevant internal carb parts 
have been more carefully pinpointed. 

Everything else about the 750 four- 
cylinder remains as before. Although the 
engine is only in its second year of pro- 
duction, it behaves like an old sweetheart 
that's been around forever. Except for 
Suzuki's patented automatic cam-chain 
tensioner, the GS750 engine strolls right 
down the middle of Ordinary Avenue: a 
carb for each inlet port, double overhead 
camshafts with timing figures identical to 
those developed in 1972 for the first Ka- 
wasaki Z-1, 30mm and 36mm exhaust and 
inlet valves, a roller crankshaft and a 
points-type ignition. We have but two 
complaints: first, the carburetor return 
springing is still too stiff for mortal right 
wrists, and second, it's time Suzuki aban- 
doned an old convention in favor of a new 
one and switched over to some form of 
pointless ignition. 

Suzuki started caring about street bike 
frames before any other major Japanese 
manufacturer. The GS's, the second of 
three big bike chassis thus far drawn up 
by Mr. Hisashi Morikawa (the RE-5 came 
before; the GS1000 after), is a beauty. It 
weighs 36.75 pounds, produces a wheel- 
base of 59 inches, and has mass and 
strength in all the right places—like under 
the fuel tank and between the rear axle 
and the swing-arm pivot. As a sporting 





t d * 
Inside the tail section is plenty of small item room. 


motorcycle the 750 Suzuki handles al- 
most as well as the best 1000cc Super- 
bikes now coming out of Japan—and 
those are pleasingly close to the hotsy- 
totsy high-performance European bikes. 
The 750 is stable in all but the most wide- 
open, close-your-eyes-and-pray corners, 
and despite its wheelbase the bike feels 
neutral—if not totally and instantaneously 
responsive to steering inputs.The addi- 
tional unsprung front-wheel weight im- 
posed by an extra caliper and rotor (even 
though each rotor is smaller and thinner 
than the one used on the standard model) 
gives the bike's front end a detectable 
harshness over bumps, and that was not 
present on last year's GS. This harshness, 
however, has no direct influence on cor- 
nering behavior. 





Comfortable seat uses less dense foam than last year's. $ 


What does have an influence is the 
bike's cornering clearance—or lack 
thereof. For reasons which escape us, the 
1978 EC model does not have quite as 
much banking clearance as the 1977 GS, 
and the GS needed a bit more as it was. 
The EC, even with rear spring preload 
adjusted to maximum, dragged both sides 
of its centerstand, one right-side exhaust- 
pipe clamp and the side stand. In view of 
the EC's generally excellent handling sta- 
bility, and progress made recently by 
other manufacturers with respect to cor- 
nering clearance, we feel that Suzuki 
should take a close look along the flanks 
of their 750s and 1000s and then improve 
the bikes' cornering clearances. 

Generally, the GS's suspension works 

(Continued on page 114) 
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Make and model Suzuki GS750EC 


Price, suggested retail 


PERFORMANCE 

Standing start %4-mile 

Engine rpm @ 60 mph, top gear 
Average fuel-consumption rate 
Cruising range, main/reserve 
Load capacity (GVWR less curb weight) 


12.72 sec @ 105.01 mph 


173/21 = 194 miles 
156.9 kg 
(346 Ibs.) 
Maximum speed in gears @ engine redline (1) 41.6, 

(2) 60.2, (3) 77.5, (4) 95.3, (5) 111.5 


ENGINE 
Four-stroke in-line four, twin 
camshaft cylinder head with roller 
chain timing drive 
65 x 56.4mm (2.56 x 2.22 in.) 
748cc (45.6 cu. in.) 
8.7:1 (full stroke) 
(4) 26mm slide-throttle Mikuni 
Four-into-two 
Inductive, breaker-points, battery-powered 
Polyurethane foam, washable 
Paper element, disposable 
3.4 liters (3.6 qts.) 
56.47 @ 9000 
36.81 @ 7000 


Bore and stroke 
Piston displacement 
Compression ratio 
Carburetion 
Exhaust system 
Ignition 

Air filtration 

Oil filtration 


TRANSMISSION 
Five-speed, constant-mesh, wet-plate clutch 
Straight-cut gear, 99/46, 2.152 
Takasago chain, #630, 41/15, 2.733 
(1) 15.12, (2) 10.45, (3) 8.12, 
(4) 6.61, (5) 5.65 


Primary drive 
Final drive 
Gear ratios, overall 


CHASSIS 
Tubular full-cradle frame with large-diameter 
backbone, telescopic center-axle fork, 
swing-arm /shock rear suspension 
1499mm (59 in.) 
27?/4.21 in. (107mm) 
Hydraulic, two 244mm (9.61 in.) discs 
with single-piston calipers 
Hydraulic, one 275mm (10.8 in.) disc 
with dual-piston caliper 
Cast, 19 x 1.85 
Cast, 18 x 2.15 


Wheelbase 
Rake/trail 
Brake, front 


Tire, front Bridgestone 3.25 H-19 4PR 
Bridgestone 4.00 H-19 4PR 
800mm (31.5 in.) 

150mm (5.9 in.) 

4.3/0.51 — 4.8 gal. 

247.2 kg (545 Ibs.) 

324.3 kg (715 Ibs.) 


Seat height 

Ground clearance 

Fuel capacity, main/reserve 
Curb weight, full tank 

Test weight 


ELECTRICAL 
Three-phase A.C. generator 
Silicon-controlled rectifier 
50W/40W 
8W/23W 
12V, 14AH 


INSTRUMENTS 

Includes 140 mph/220 kph speedometer, 12,000 rpm 
tachometer, odometer, trip meter, turn signal lights, high 
beam light, oil pressure light, neutral indicator light, gear 
position light 

Speedometer error, 
30 mph indicated, actual 
60 mph indicated, actual 


CUSTOMER SERVICE CONTACT 
Customer Relations Department 
U.S. Suzuki Motor Corp. 

13767 Freeway Drive 

Santa Fe Springs CA 90670 
Telephone (213) 921-4461 


Suzuki GS750EC 
Test Conditions: 
Barometer 1.064 
29.38 — Temperature 
21.75 .... 32.64 _ 75°F Wet 94°F Dry 
.2487 .... 32.65 Correction Factor 1.064 
...3086 Date of Test: 6/8/78 
... 29.98 As Tested on the 
31.48 Webco Dyno 
.. 32.80 
^. 84.74 
... 36.81 


Engine 

Speed BHP 

2500.. 12.30 . 
1679... 


Torque 
25.84 





H3AO0d3SHOH 133HM HV3H Q31093H8HOD 
TORQUE IN FOOT POUNDS 
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Marlboro | 


Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. 
17 mg. tar, 1.0 mg nicotine av. per cigarette; FIC Report Aug: 77 




















TAKE IT OUT 
ON MANEUVERS. 


As you well know, a Z28 cruising down the street is 
apt to turn more than one or two heads. But there's a lot 
more to a Z28 than a great looking body. 

It also has a beautiful mind. 

For turning, there's fast 14:1 ratio power steering. For 
the road, there's Z28 Sport suspension with special 
springs and front/rear stabilizer bars. For 
response, a close-ratio 4-speed trans- 
mission with 2.64:1 first gear ratio con- 
nected to an 11-inch high-capacity 


clutch. For traction, four fat GR70-15 steel-belted ra- 
dials with raised white letters. For special effects, low 
back pressure dual exhaust system with resonators. 
For acceleration, Z28 boasts a 350 cubic inch 
4-barrel V8. Camaro engines are built by various 
General Motors divisions. See your Chevy dealer for 
| details. 
Up a hill. Around a corner. Down a 
straightaway. That's Z28 territory. 
Take it out on maneuvers. 


CAMARO.THE HUGGER. 


CIRCLE NO. 41 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 
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After years of producing 
smaller displacement bikes 
| ; the MX4 370 can catapult 
| Kk xe Can-Am to the head of the 
i open-class. It's that good. 
f 1 : | 














ze ü my WEE 
an-Am's first open class motocrosser. 
Its engine produced 37.6 horsepower at 7500 rpm. 
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aha E M 
Marzocchi's new ZTi magnesium fork is used on the 
370 and works well; the Dunlop front tire does not. 





CAN-AM MX4 370 


9 IN MOTOCROSS THERE'S A SHORT WAY TO 
spell horsepower: Can-Am. Bombardier's 
early rotary-valve motorcycles booted 
their small-bore opposition right off the 
first available straightaway and into the 
nearest weed patch. Had motocross 
tracks been dragstrips, Can-Ams would 
have ruled absolutely. But motocross 
tracks weren't, and the Can-Ams didn't. 
When tracks got serious in a treacherous 
sort of way, better handling motocrossers 
kicked in the Can-Ams' rotary valves. So 
Can-Am learned. The MX4 series brought 
the Canadian bikes into the world of con- 
temporary suspension, and at the same 
time Bombardier dialed the horsepower 
down to make life easier for riders. 

But the page-one sensation in the MX4 
series is Can-Am's all-new 370 open class 
motocrosser. There's not a rotary valve in 
sight. To Can-Am's disc-valve faithful, this 
piston-port, case-reed 370 is no less he- 
retical than appointing Rasputin to the 
College of Cardinals. Can-Am has made 
the switch work, and the new 370 will heat 
up open class motocross. 

When you climb aboard the Can-Am 
MX4 370, you notice at once that your feet 
can rest comfortably on the ground, 
something that's becoming increasingly 
rare as motocross designers increase 
suspension travel every year. The spring- 
loaded, folding footpegs are mudproof 
and really grip your boots in wet or dry 
conditions. The riding position and con- 
trols are quite comfortable. The 370's 
handgrips are our personal favorite. 
They're so good, in fact, that they would 
make a good accessory for any bike. 
Other soft rubber grips develop a slick 
glaze after extended use; the Can-Am 
grips don't. The throttle assembly and 
contoured levers are Magura compo- 
nents; and although the throttle isn't as 
fast as some quick throttles, it's suited to 
the power characteristics of the engine. 

The orange plastic tank holds two gal- 
lons;. while this small capacity tank will 
discourage enduro and desert use, its 
design provides for a narrow tank/seat 
junction—just perfect for motocross. The 
large, Preston Petty fenders are orange 
with black pin-striping; these plastic units 
are both light and strong. 

The 370's frame, built in pure-grade 
chrome-moly, is exactly the same as the 
smaller MX4 250. Can-Am, like European 
manufacturers, makes the same frame 
serve double duty in both the 250 and 
open class. This saves money on the 
production line but sometimes leaves a 
company with a pudgy 250. The Can-Am 
370 engine fits the frame perfectly, and it 
weighs a trim 238 pounds. That's only two 
pounds more than the 250 Can-Am pro- 
totype Cycle tested in March 1978. 

Viewed from the side with the tank and 
seat off, the Can-Am frame appears to sag 
worse than a milk wagon's horse. The 
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main backbone and the seat-support rails 
intersect to form a V-shape. This design is 
primarily responsible for the bike's low 
seat height, despite the fact that the Can- 
Am has 9.8 inches of rear wheel travel and 
over nine inches up front. On the starting 
line both feet can be planted firmly on the 
ground, and that's a good thing. However, 
the seat—though it's thickly padded and 
very comfortable—angles downward into 
the tank and tends to slide you forward in 
sand or under heavy braking. This be- 
comes uncomfortable when you brake 
hard just before hitting a berm, or when 
centrifugal force shoves you into the back 
of the gas tank. 

In the steering head are two adjustable 
cones that can be positioned to alter the 
rake angle as much as six degrees. Large 
O-rings protect the cones, and the radial 
needle bearings supporting the steering 
stem, from dirt. When we received our test 
bike the steering rake was set at 31 de- 
grees. After riding the bike on hard- 
packed motocross tracks and a sand 
course, we changed the rake angle to 29 
degrees. The Can-Am then steered much 
quicker but developed straight-line 
instability in the sand. The quicker 29- 
degree setting works well for tight moto- 
cross tracks, while more rake will be re- 
quired for desert racing events. The rake 
can be varied from 26 to 32 degrees. 
Assuming you know what you’re doing 
and can actually track-tune the suspen- 
AUGUST 1978 





AUS NA x 
To insulate the cases against the imbalance of a 
single-cylinder engine and to keep the main bearing 
from creeping, a nylon race is fitted in the case. 
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e - 
Due to the 370's large main bearings and in an ef- 
fort to keep the engine narrow enough for motocross, 
Can-Am replaced traditional rotary valves with reeds. 


sion, the Can-Am's adjustability can give 
you an edge. But if you're lost when you 
start fiddling with the cones, you'll proba- 
bly dig yourself deeper down a one-way 
mineshaft. Depending upon one's me- 
chanical expertise, the rake changeover 
operation can take from 10 to 40 minutes. 
The frame's front downtubes drop from 
the stem, run under the engine and rise up 
again to join the base of the massive 
frame backbone Just above the swing- 
arm pivot area, two tubes run on a diago- 
nal up to the main backbone's midpoint. 
Another pair of tubes is angled toward the 
rear of the bike, forming the structure for 
both the upper shock mounts and the 
base of the seat. 
The swing arm is bent slightly so that it 
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The countershaft sprocket and the swing arm pivot 
are only 76mm apart. Ignition cover is magnesium. 
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PAS 


Can-Am MX4 370 


ENGINE 
. Two-stroke, air cooled, case reed 
Bore and stroke 84 x 66mm (3.31 x 2.60 in.) 
Piston displacement 366cc (22.33 cu. in.) 
Compression ratio .... 12.5:1 (uncorrected) 
Carburetion 1; 36mm Bing 
Exhaust system Expansion chamber with 
Super Trapp silencer 
Ignition Magnetically triggered, magneto-energized 
electronic Bosch CDI 
Air filtration Gauze element 
Oil filtration None required 
37.62 @ 7500 
Torque @ rpm 27.56 @ 6500 


TRANSMISSION 
Constant mesh, five speed 
Primary drive Straight cut gears 
Final drive % x Ys chain 
Gear ratios, overall (1) 2.38, (2) 1.75, (3) 1.39, 
(4) 1.10, (5) 0.91 
Oil capacity 1100cc (1.2 qt.) 


CHASSIS 
Type....Chrome-moly tubular steel, double downtube cradle 
Wheelbase 1473mm (58 in.) 
Rake/Trail 27°-32°/127mm (5.0 in.) @ 31? 
Brake and hub, front Drum, conical, double shoe 
Drum, conical, double shoe 
Sun, shoulderless alloy 
Sun, shoulderless alloy 
Tires front c 3.00 x 21 in. Dunlop Sports Senior, 4 PR 
5.00 x 18 in. Dunlop K-88, 4 PR 


Seat height 914.4mm (36 in.) 


Ground clearance 292mm (11.5 in.) 
Fuel capacity 7.57 liters (2.0 gal.) 
Curb weight, full tank 107.96 kg (238 Ibs.) 
Suspension, front Marzocchi magnesium, telescopic, 
forward-axle fork 

Gas-charged Girlings 


The “inside-out” ignition system used on the Can-Am 
370 has both high and low-speed energizing coils. 


CUSTOMER SERVICE CONTACT 
Bombardier Corp. 

4505 W. Superior St. 

Duluth, Minnesota 55807 

Attn: Customer Service 


Engine 
Speed BHP Torque 
3000 .... 5.48 .... 


4500 .... 
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Can Am-370 MX 
Test Conditions: 
Barometer 29.80 
Temperature 
70°F Wet 84°F Dry 
Correction Factor 1.056 
Date of Test: 5/4/78 
As Tested on the 
Webco Dyno 





RPMx100 20 


In the MX4 370's head, Can-Am used a conventional 
concentric-shaped dome with a narrow squish band. 


TORQUE IN FOOT POUNDS 








CYCLE 


CAN-AM MX4 370 


can accommodate the rear shocks and 
still not alter the frame’s geometry. The 
chrome-moly arm is strong and light; gus- 
sets are welded on both the top and 
bottom of the swing arm to increase its 
rigidity. The arm pivots on Can-Am's ex- 
clusive "Nylatron" bushings. While prop- 
erly designed and selected needle bear- 
ings can be excellent, such bearings must 
be kept clinically clean or they will self- 
destruct. The Nylatron bushings—which 
appear to be a combination of nylon and 
teflon—are claimed to be virtually mainte- 
nance-free. You might expect that the 
material wouldn't be tough or hard 
enough to survive in such a dirty environ- 
ment; on the contrary, a post-test inspec- 
tion revealed almost no signs of wear. 
And during the test, there was no behav- 
ior that would indicate the swing arm was 
sloppy.in its bushings. 

Unlike Can-Am’s other two-stroke en- 
gines, the 370 is a piston-port engine. The 
charge is fed into the cylinder through 
piston-controlled ports, assisted by a 
case-reed arrangement. 

The 370 uses fiberglass reeds. If chips 
come off areed, there’s at least a chance 
that they will pass through the cylinder 
without damaging anything. But a metal 
fragment from a stainless steel reed will 
very likely tear things up in the engine. On 
the other hand, stainless steel reeds won't 
fret and come apart like fiberglass reeds, 
so the steel flappers require less mainte- 
nance. So it’s something of a tradeoff, 
danger vs. durability. 

When the piston is in the bottom portion 
of its stroke, the charge flows across the 
top of the four-petal reed block directly 
through the intake ports and into the 
crankcases. As the piston returns toward 
Top Dead Center, a negative atmosphere 
is created in the crankcase. This causes 
the reed petals to open, thus drawing 
additional mixture down into the crank- 
cases. At low revs it’s technically possible 
for part of the intake charge to flow 
through the petals, into the crankcase 
and up the transfers. At higher revs, of 
course, the charge goes through the pet- 
als into the crankcase and stays there 
until the piston begins its next down- 
stroke. As the piston goes down after 
combustion, it first uncovers the exhaust 
port and then opens the transfer ports. At 
this point, the fuel-air mixture begins to 
flow out of the crankcase and into the 
cylinder through the transfer ports. 

To make the 370 Can-Am a rotary valve 
was physically impossible. There is simply 
not enough room (while keeping the en- 
gine narrow enough for a motocross bike) 
for a rotary valve. Nor is there space to get 
a rotary valve intake tract through the side 
and into the interior of the crankcase, 
because the huge main bearings rule out 
such an entry way. In any event, race- 
track results are more important than 
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fancy techo-prejudices. The case-reed 
370 has a smooth powerband that allows 
you to increase speed without any hesita- 
tion or flat spots in carburetion. 

On our dyno test of the MX4, the Can- 
Am developed 5.5 horsepower at 3000 
rpm and pulled steadily to its peak of 37.6 
horsepower at 7500 rpm. Compared to 
the Yamaha YZ400E, the Can-Am is down 
about 3.5 horsepower at peak output lev- 
els; by numbers alone the Can-Am again 
would seem to be at a disadvantage. But 
extensive starting-line drag races demon- 
strated that the 370 could hold its own 
against any open class bike, including the 
Yamaha. The Can-Am’s 37 horsepower 
proved to be more than most riders can 
use at most motocross tracks anyway. 





The MX4’s strong, steady power—quite 
unlike the explosive power of Can-Am’s 
rotary-valve engine—makes the 370 the 
easiest open class bike to ride fast we 
have tested. While the Can-Am’s handling 
can be tuned to feel like a 250, there’s no 
mistaking the MX4 for a real open class 
bike when you accelerate out of turns. 

This power-anywhere-you-want-it per- 
formance makes the front end of the Can- 
Am seem light everywhere on the track. 
With just a flick of the throttle, the front 
can be coaxed into the air to skim over 
whoops or holes. Though impressive, the 
power is never surprising. 

Both aluminum case halves and the 
ignition and clutch side covers have small 

(Continued on page 96) 
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PULL BALANCE LEASE-EJECT 





AUTO-EJECT 
PIONEER a . AUTO-REPLAY 


Em e Bi = 92- 98 10 -404 -18 
am & 6 18 WPM b 


PUSH RADIO 
BASS —d . ©O-—TREBLE 





$582.70: CAR NOT INCLUDED. 


This is the ultimate, car-component The built-in cassette deck offers 

Supersystem from Pioneer. wow and flutter of less than 0.13% 
A system built around the new, (WRMS). 

KPX-9000 AM/FM stereo/ And, yes, it all does sound like 

cassette/pre-amp shown above. $600 worth of sounds. 


But you can start building the 
ultimate Supersystem component- 
by-component. Beginning with far 
less than $600. 

And even if you choose our least- 
expensive car stereo instead of 
a Supersystem, you'll still get the 
benefit of Pioneer thinking. 

With a separate GM-40 20-watt Pioneer, you see, is one of the 
component power amplifier that most respected audio manufacturers 
delivers 10 watts RMS minimum in the world. With superb design, 
per channel (both channels driven) engineering, and manufacturing. 
into 4 ohms from 60 to 20,000 Hz 
with no more than 0.8% THD. 

With an AD-306 FM noise sup- 
pression system to reduce static 
and multipath interference. With an 
AD-990 filter to reduce irritating 




















ignition noise. 
With a pair of TS-106 speakers 
for the front door panels. With a . So, why not hear everything 
pair of TS-X9, high-performance, your Pioneer dealer has to offer? 
2-way component speakers for the Because, somewhere, in that 
rear shelf. everything, there's a stereo you can 
The built-in FM tuner has our like and afford. 
famous Supertuner? circuitry. ee usui tied Brodit 


SUPER, SYSTEMS BY PIONEER. 


Pioneer Electronics'of America, 1925 E. Dominguez St., Long Beach, CA 90810. 


CIRCLE NO. 23 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 
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€ NOW THAT SEVERAL HIGH-CALIBER JAP- 
anese enduro weapons are on the mar- 
ket, dual-purpose machines no longer 
need hide behind the "enduro" euphem- 
ism. Closet cow-trailers can proudly say 
they're in the dirt strictly for fun and mean 
it. But there's still a difference between 
dual-purpose machines and deadly se- 
rious enduros, and riders looking for 
ISDT-bike performance from a dual-pur- 
pose motorcycle won't find it in the 175E. 

Yamaha's DT175E has been vastly re- 
fined since the C-model, which was sold 
last year in lieu of an updated D-model. 
The current machine includes high-per- 
formance items such as a DeCarbon 
Monocross rear suspension system, a six- 
speed transmission and capacitor-dis- 
charge ignition. Despite these refine- 
ments, the DT is still a compromise bike— 
which is a polite way of saying it's neither 
a first-rate road nor dirt machine. But the 
DT175E makes it as a fun-bike: it will 
supply the dilettante with endless low- 
speed thrills off-road and function per- 
fectly as a round-town runabout. 

One might reason that a small-displace- 
ment machine provides a small amount of 
entertainment, and a large-displacement 
bike more of the same. Not so. If anything, 
a 100 or 175cc dual-purpose bike offers 
the most sheer entertainment per pound 
available. In the dirt, the horsepower 
shortfall precludes any eyeball-opening 
speed runs. But this restriction virtually 
eliminates the possibility of a serious high- 
speed get-off and forces the rider to 
amuse himself by riding in tight woods or 
around a lilliputian track—the kind of rid- 
ing that offers the most laughs per mile 
ridden. At the same time, most 175s have 
sufficient power to get to the super- 
market, to school or even to the local off- 
road' riding area. 

The DT175E's engine produces rea- 
sonable amounts of usable power. The 
171cc, low-compression (6.8:1) engine 
starts very easily with just a jab at the 
46 


starter lever. In the dirt, revs build cleanly 
and quickly from idle. For the most enjoy- 
able riding, though, it's necessary to keep 
the crank spinning above 4000 rpm, 
where the two-stroke begins to make its 
power. Used at this level, the DT is com- 
fortably at home on smooth trails or over 
medium-speed rough terrain. Around 
town, the 175 can propel the rider along in 
traffic without wheezing. Although the DT 
can legally cruise down the freeway at 55 
mph, it strains at the task. Realistically, the 
Yamaha's street use should be limited to 
short-range commuting. On the street and 
in the dirt the engine seems to struggle in 
the upper gears above 6500 rpm. We 
suspect that its restrictive air box not only 
muffles the intake drone but takes the 
upper-rpm sting out of the DT175E. 

Gas and air reach the powerplant via 
the four-petal reed-valve assembly from 
the 24mm Mikuni carburetor. Credit for 
the Yamaha's clean low-end power goes 
to this induction system. The rider can 
grab full throttle and the engine revs with- 
out hesitation. Exhaust gases exit through 
an average-size exhaust port to an up- 
swept expansion chamber that incorpo- 
rates muffler and spark arrestor. The 
chamber routes above the cylinder head 
and through two frame members, tucking 
in completely out of the way. 

Yamaha has retained the use of the 
Autolube oil injection system on their 
dual-purpose machines. Years ago Ya- 
maha MX models used the system, but 
serious dirt riders immediately removed 
the pump, primarily to reduce weight. 
Most DT owners, however, retain the sys- 
tem; they appreciate its hassle-free, no- 
mess operation. As an added benefit, the 
oil injection system varies the oil/gas ratio 
under changing engine loads, thus con- 
serving oil and preventing the engine from 
loading up with oil and fouling a plug at 
low revs. 

A six-speed transmission and wet-plate 
clutch transmit the power to the rear 
wheel. The gearbox has ratios for every- 
thing from log jumping to boulevard cruis- 
ing. Both fifth and sixth gears are 
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overdrives, with 0.957:1 and 0.800:1 gear 
ratios, respectively. Consequently, the DT 
can churn along at 55 mph without strap- 
ping the engine. Gearbox action is out- 
standing: shifts are smooth and the gear 
lever throw is short and precise. Similarly, 
the clutch operates easily; it will fade a 
moderate amount if the rider gets into 
trail riding situations in which he repeat- 
edly slips the clutch. 
Capacitor-discharge ignition is another 
refinement for 1978. This system elimi- 
nates ignition points and the almighty 
bother of checking and resetting the tim- 
ing. The CDI system also generates a 
faster voltage rise time. The latter benefit 
is especially useful in two-stroke engines, 
where the charge in the combustion 
chamber is very oily and the combustion 
process leaves heavy deposits of all kinds 


. in the chamber and on the plug. In a 


breaker-points system, spark plug depos- 
its can bleed off the charge to ground 
because a battery-and-coil system takes 
longer than a CDI to build up its voltage. A 
good CDI's rise time is so fast that the 
deposits do not have a chance to bleed 





The center-axle fork with stylish dust covers allows 
seven inches of travel and has acceptable damping. 


CYCLE 


— 








Reed-valve induction provides crisp low-end re- 
sponse; restrictive air box inhibits peak horsepower. 


The swing-arm member rising from the axle adds to 
rear-end rigidity. Spark arrestor/muffler is effective. 
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the voltage off before the spark plug is 
triggered at the appropriate instant. 
Holding the 175 engine is a chassis with 
one outstanding feature: its diminutive 
size. In fact, the 175 uses the same frame 
as the DT125E, which is small even for a 
125. Indeed, the 175 and 125 are virtually 
identical except for the cylinder and 
piston, carburetor jetting, countershaft 
sprocket, chain, CDI and ignition coil. 
The 175's frame has a 30-degree head 
angle, and the wheelbase measures 53 
inches. Its 21- and 18-inch wheels give it 
an average seat height of 32 inches, but 
the bike still feels small to a five-foot ten- 
inch rider. This feeling tends to comple- 
ment the engine's mild power and encour- 
age the rider to seek tight terrain and keep 
the speeds down. Wheelies are easy in all 
of the lower gears, and with its trials tires 


the bike slides at command. These antics 
are fun, but the rider should not attempt to 
cover any rough ground at speeds above 
40 mph. The bike lacks high-speed sta- 
bility in these conditions. 

Suspension, especially the rear, has 
good damping and appropriate spring 
rates, but insufficient travel at both ends 
allows harsh bumps to bottom the sus- 
pension at any speed. A 170-pound rider 
will flatten the whole suspension system, 
even at 30 mph over moderately rough 
ground. The fork's damping fades with 
prolonged hard use; the rear monoshock, 
however, retains its damping very well. 

Around town, the suspension of the 
agile DT175E provides a comfortable ride 
for short jaunts. The fork and shock soak 
up any city-street pot holes the rider is 
likely to find. Winding through some coun- 
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try roads, Cycle test riders found the bike 
pleasing for trips under an hour; after that 
the seating position became cramped 
and the two-stroke buzzing irritating. Gen- 
erally, the bar-seat-peg relationship 
placed the rider in a natural though com- 
pact position. The seat, moreover, was 
comfortable for short or long rides in the 
dirt or on the street. We did a few freeway 
excursions, but factors other than horse- 


Make and model 
Price, suggested retail 


ENGINE 


Two-stroke single, five-transfer, 


power discourage the rider from making 
this a habit. The shortness of the bike 
makes it track along freeway rain grooves 
like a slot car, and every gust of wind 
causes the bike to sway and rock. 

The DT175E frame has a large back- 
bone which encloses the monoshock and 
So follows the design of the Yamaha 
motocrossers and IT enduro bikes. This 
enclosure system allows the DT models, 
with their extra electricals and wiring and 
need for a lower seat height, to use the 
monoshock design. The tubular swing 


ELECTRICAL 
Power source 
Charge control 


Headlight beams, high/low 


Tail/stop lights 


reed-controlled intake cylinder 


Bore and stroke 
Piston displacement 
Compression ratio 
Carburetion 
Exhaust system 


One slide-throttle 22mm Mikuni 
Single upswept with 


66 x 50mm (2.60 x 1.97 in.) 
171cc (10.4 cu. in.) 


INSTRUMENTS 


6.811 (trapped) Includes 


silencer/spark arrestor 


Ignition 


Air filtration 
Oil filtration 
Oil capacity 
Bhp @ rpm 
Torque @ rpm 


TRANSMISSION 


Six-speed, constant-mesh, 
wet-plate clutch with exposed chain final drive 


Magnetically triggered, 
magneto-energized CDI 
Foam element, washable 


6600 Orangethorpe 
None required 
1.0 lit. (1.1 qt.) 
12.23 @ 7000 

9.60 @ 5500 


(714) 522-9444 


Engine 
Speed 
2500 
3000 
3500 


3.44 
4.19 
4.89 


BHP Torque 





arm is also noteworthy. Because the 
Swing arm secures the trailing end of the 
monoshock, the arm needs at least two 
extra members and additional bracing, all 
of which go a long way toward eliminating 
swing-arm flex. The arm is bushing- 
mounted and, though ours didn't give any 
problems, it ought to be checked often for 
excessive play. 

Nothing in the DT's wheel assemblies is 
trick. There's one rim lock on each Tak- 
asago rim. A conical hub saves some 

(Continued on page 113) 


Flywheel magneto 
Output shunt 
35W/35W 


90 mph speedometer, 10,000 rpm 


tachometer, odometer, trip meter, neutral light, 


turn signal light, high beam light 


CUSTOMER SERVICE CONTACT 
Yamaha Motor Corp., U.S.A. 


Buena Park CA 90620 


Yamaha DT175E 
Test Conditions: 
Barometer 29.97 
Temperature 
68°F Wet 78°F Dry 
Correction Factor 1.045 


7.35 
Dd e 
7.34 


4000 
4500 


6.23 
7.50 
8.87 
10.05 
10.81 


8.19 
8.75 
9.32 
9060— — 
9.46 


Date of Test 6/7/78 
As Tested on the 
Webco Dyno 


Primary drive...................... Helical-cut gear, 71/22, 3.227:1 


Final drive # 428 D.I.D. chain, 49/16 sprockets, 3.06:1 


Gear ratios, overall 


CHASSIS 


Tubular dual-downtube 
full-cradle frame, center-axle fork, 
dual-shock swing-arm rear suspension 


Wheelbase 
Rake/trail 
Brake, front 


Yokohama Trail Sport Y-620 2.75 x 21,4 pr 
....... Yokohama Trail Sport Y-620 3.50 x 18,4 pr 


rear .. 
Seat height 
Ground clearance 
Fuel capacity 
Curb weight, full tank 
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(1) 35/10 (2) 31/14 (3) 28/18 
(4) 25/21 (5) 22/23 (6) 20/25 


30°/126mm (4.96 in.) 
Cable-actuated, 129.4 x 28mm 
(5.09 x 1.1 in.) brake shoes 
Rod-actuated, 129.4 x 28mm 
(5.09 x 1.1 in.) brake shoes 


11.53 
12.23 
12.10 

6.45 


9.32 


9.18 
8.47 
4.24 











1350mm (53.1 in.) 
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1.60 x 21-inch rim 
1.85 x 18-inch rim 








825mm (32.5 in.) 
265mm (10.4 in.) 





102.5 kg (234 Ibs.) RPMx100 40 
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Your performance | 
is only as good 
as your weakest link. 


Lester wheels are built with performance in mind 


— they don’t break! 


No matter what kind of biking you do. Or 


where you do it. Thanks to the 
superior strength of l-beam con- 
struction (the same kind used in 
skyscrapers). 


There’s nothing to come loose. 
Or unbalanced. Which means 
no spokes to tighten. Nothing to 
balance. Ever. (Except your tires.) 


And try bending them. It’s prac- 
tically impossible. So there’s 
nothing to straighten. Or 
replace. (We test our wheels 
against military aircraft 
specifications, the world’s 
toughest.) 


They don’t add weight, either. 








construction. (And you can use tubeless tires.) 


Which means less unsprung weight for superior 





In fact, Lester wheels are pounds lighter than 


spoke wheels because of cast alloy aluminum 





CIRCLE NO. 44 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 





handling, braking and acceleration under the 


most severe stress conditions. 
In other words, PERFORMANCE. 


But the real beauty of our mags 
is their real beauty. 


And they stay that way thanks to 
a super-tough, polyurethane- 
coated finish. ` 


In other words, LOOKS. 
In other words, Lester! 
Lester makes the best wheel. 


Retail prices start at $137.50 — so 
why wait — phone or write today. 


l (as M ER cast aov 


- WHEELS 








26881 Cannon Road, Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146 (216) 439-7200 





j 
$ 





AUGUST 1978 


PHOTOGRAPHY: BILL STERMER 





You can't get there from 
here— unless you think 
and sweat and try. 


By Bill Stermer 


€ YOU SEE MORE OF US ON THE HIGHWAYS 
now, alone, a few together, and in large, 
slow-moving refugee groups. We may 
ride old British twins with panniers, mid- 
Sizers with colorful naugahyde duffel 
bags on luggage racks, chopped Harleys 
with olive drab sleeping bags lashed to 
the springer forks, or big Beemers and 
multis, soaring on the wings of fairings, 
saddle bags and storage chests. Despite 
our different approaches, we have one 
thing in common—home is several days 
back, and we're on tour. 

Automobile drivers and non-touring 
motorcyclists alike wonder why we're out 
there punishing ourselves for what must 
seem like endless days, merely to get 
somewhere an automobile could take us 
much more comfortably. Yet, strange as 
they may be, there are reasons why peo- 
ple tour. 

Let's begin by agreeing with the suspi- 
cions of automobile drivers and non- 
touring motorcyclists: touring riders are 
different. What's accepted and practical 
does not matter much to us. We'll agree 
that automobiles offer more in the areas 
of weather protection, carrying capacity, 
comfortable seating, a controlled-tem- 
perature environment, and relative safety 
and stability. Some cars will even roll as 
far as a bike on a gallon of gas. But these 
are passive categories, ones which as- 
sume that function and safety and com- 
fort are the only virtues. Motorcycles 
possess the active virtues of braking, ac- 
celeration and handling. They also 
provide a view, and a mystique. 

In comparing the two, automobiles are 
adequate in every category of measure- 
ment which relates to moving people and 
things comfortably down the road. In 
terms of practicality and good sense, mo- 
torcycles have nothing to recommend 
them over a zippy little car. But to look at 
figures and practicalities is to look in the 
wrong direction. The motorcycle's appeal 
always has been located not in the head, 
but in the heart and guts. Likewise, there's 
the answer to why we tour. 

Touring riders, because we are such a 
long way from the stable, can't duck home 
when the weather shifts. We experience 
more intensely the emotions of riding be- 
cause we ride under changing skies. We 
feel the elation of rolling through a curvy, 
sunny day; we face that subdued anxiety 
when it clouds over, the desperation 
when the rain roars at us in a moving, 
Silvery wave, the sense of relief when the 
downpour stops and the sky brightens. 
Just as space abhors a vacuum, so do our 
senses. Deprive them of their emotional 
and sensual inputs, and starvation sets in. 

One reason | enjoy touring is for those 


clear, rushing, unobstructed sensory in- 
puts which whirl around and through me. 
Aromas from wildflowers, backyard bar- 
becues and farms flood the tourer. The 
wind and engine speak in voices of 
power. A carnival of color and motion 
rushes above, in front of, and below me: . 
the sun on my face, the lively pitching and 
yawing of the machine as we change lines 
and dive into a curve, the subtle dif- 
ferences in temperature as we move from 
sunlight through patches of shade. In 
experiencing the sights and smells and 
movements, | become a part of them and 
feel more alive. 

You know you're in the South when you 
see Piggly Wiggly stores; roadside stands 
with grotesque ceramics, FIREWORKS 
signs in red, orange and white fluorescent 
lettering, and Last Supper and Peacock 
tapestries on the line; chickens in the 
road; the smell of jasmine and laurel; red 
brick and white-columned Baptist 
churches; Moo Cow creamers on restau- 
rant tables; country ham and grits on the 
menu; little furry mountains; radio minis- 
tries and those twangy drawls. 

The Midwest is pickup trucks with 
sprays of weeds caught in bumpers, air- 
conditioned tractors, tall corn, feed and 
farm equipment patches on caps, sun- 
burned necks and bad-back shuffles. 

Slip a couple quarters in a Southwest 
jukebox and reap a harvest of "Cheatin' ", 
"Movin' On" and "Done Me Wrong" 
songs. The word "woman" is pronounced 
“woe-man.” It’s cowboy hats, Coors beer, 
Mexican restaurants and deserts dotted 
with tumbleweeds. 

The Northwest is big, pointy mountains 
with snow on them, rain, clean air, trees, 
logging trucks, ski racks on cars. 

And to me, the East is tooting down 
rough, narrow country roads which roll 
with the contours of the land, rail fences, 
Federal Period houses and serpentine 
stonework, abandoned cars, TV antenna 
forests, hazy cities and toll stations. 

Touring is also eating. On the inter- 
states parasitic restaurants survive on 
their location and convenience. | prefer to 
ride the two-laners. The Mom-and-Pop 
restaurants are more like walking into a 
home than a place of business. The tile 
floors are worn. The chairs and tables 
look like the chrome dinette set you threw 
out years ago. Rows of personalized cof- 
fee mugs sit on shelves, and there’re long 
tables at the back for the regulars. The 
food is good at these places because it 
has to be. The locals live on home cook- 
ing, and these restaurants survive on their 
repeat business. When the waitress asks 
how you are, she means it. 

| recently completed a 2500-mile solo 
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A POINTLESS IMPROVEMENT! 


High Performance Electronic Ignition 


THE MARTEK 440 HIGH PERFORMANCE ELECTRONIC IGNITION systems yield 
maximum engine power through greater high speed spark energy. Plus, they provide 
precise, adjustment-free ignition timing regardless of how many miles you ride your 
motorcycle. 
The Martek 440 Series is completely self contained and so compact it actually fits 
behind the point cover. Installs in less time than it takes to adjust points! 
The special one-piece timing rotor fits on the original factory spark advancer to 
insure optimum starting and idling performance. 
By increasing coil charging time, the Martek 440 guarantees high performance 
ignition at the engine’s fastest potential running speed. 
The system's solid state circuitry eliminates breaker points and controls ignition 
= g py timing with an infra-red beam of light supplied by solid state 
%74 light emitting diodes (LED). Vibration or wear will not affect 
4 the system. 


= t THE 440 SERIES: 

< 440 For Honda 750, 550, 400 and Kawasaki 650 Fours 
« 440K For Kawasaki 900 and 1000 Fours 

440S For Suzuki 550, 750, and 1000 Fours 

3 THE 1000 SERIES: 

< 1000 For Honda GL 1000 Goldwing 

| 1000HD For Harley Davidson 1000 and 1200 V-Twins 


f This ALL NEW model has the same performance features 

A as the 440. The MARTEK 1000 “Hall Effect" electronic 

Jg timing module is easily installed in place of and completely 
eliminates the breaker points. 


m Maximum engine power 8 Greater high speed spark energy 
B Precise, adjustment-free ignition timing 

B Easy installation B Easy, reliable starting 

m Smoother engine performance at all speeds 

m Full year guarantee . . . $98.95 for 440 and 1000 Series... 
$109.95 for 1000 HD. 


MAREK 225 
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WHY WE TOUR ..... Continued from page 51 
move to California, humping my Vega with 
a U-Haul in tow, for all it was worth... 
which wasn’t much. The trip, though fine 
for scenery, was awful because | had to 
stay on superhighways with the trailer. 
Waitresses slung my hash in a mechan- 
ical way, and gas station attendants 
scooped up my money like so many vend- 
ing machines. When the motel clerks 
wished me goodnight, it was difficult to 
determine whether | was hearing their real 
voices or a bad tape recording. For five 
days | interacted with no one. 

But touring is different. Alone on a tour? 
Solo maybe, but never alone for long. 
Other bikers wave and nod. Children in 
cars peek over the window ledges and 
grin, giving pudgy-armed, two-finger 
waves. Gas pump sages are quick with 
questions and gossip. "How do you like 
your bike? Just get it? Where you 
headed?” "My cousin had a ____ and he 
____..” It’s good and it's friendly and it's 
appreciated. Waitresses flirt just a little 
and share intimate bits of information, like 
what's good on the menu. Campground 
trailer jockeys tend to drop by, ask a few 
questions and maybe chip in with a little 
lore of their own. 

Why do people pay more attention to 
motorcycle tourers? Possibly it's because 
the American majority has always revered 
lunacy. What else could explain the rat- 
ings of the Gong Show, the instant celeb- 
rity status of George Willig, and the 
popularity of the Chuck Barris Rah Rah 
Show? Face it. There is something loony 
about taking on the road and the weather 
with nothing but a backpack and a few 
threads between you and the elements. 
Touring riders may well awaken in others 
those long-suppressed desires for the 
roaming life glamorized by Zane Grey and 
Ernest Hemingway, and the sight of long- 
haul motorcycles may revive all those 
dreams about chucking it all and drifting 
like a seed to no place in particular. 

Have you been watching the ads on 
television? Notice how advertisers try to 
sell us little walls to erect between our- 
selves and ourselves. Deodorant manu- 
facturers tell us to mask our bodies' 
natural odors lest we "offend." We are 
warned that our lives will be loveless until 
our hair has body, sheen and herbal fra- 
grance. Snake-oil doctors will sell us any- 
thing to keep us from feeling the way 
we're feeling. 

I am not advocating that we flush all our 
medications down the growler, nor do | 
believe we should look bad and smell 
worse. What | am suggesting is that tour- 
ing, which yanks us from the safety of the 
protected world, allows us to get back in 
touch with ourselves. 

After months of fan-ventilated bath- 
rooms there’s something almost accept- 
able about an earthy pit-toilet. When foot- 
cushy, warm wooly rugs give way to cold 
concrete shower rooms and wooden 

(Continued on page 90) 
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Time, distance, and money: 
The clock ticks, the odo 
rolls, the pockets empty. 

By Bill Stermer 


€ A FRIEND OF MINE WILL, AT THE DROP OF A 
hand to a glass, delight anyone who!ll 
listen with the tale of his most ill-fated tour. 
It took place while he was serving with the 
Army in Germany. He and his wife had 
spent a week on the beaches of Spain but 
while returning home were stopped by a 
Spanish traffic cop. With gestures, the 
cop informed them that they had violated 
Spanish law and were liable to an on-the- 
spot fine. Not wishing to make matters 
worse, Tom relented and asked, "How 
much?" The reply, roughly translated, 
amounted to, "Open your wallet and we'll 
see." He did so, and the cop let fly with 
some five-fingered "justice," grabbing 
nearly everything they had. A little way up 
the road they pulled over and tallied the 
damage. Only enough money remained to 
buy gas for the 800 miles back home, with 
two dollars left over for food. What fol- 
lowed was a woeful tale of flying low on 
his BMW, rolling night and day, sustained 
by two bucks worth of fruit. 

While Tom's experience was not the re- 
sult of. poor planning (except in how to 
deal with the Spanish policia), it neverthe- 
less illustrates the possible conse- 
quences of running out of money on a 
trip—for whatever reason. To raise the 
odds against this or similar tragedies, a 
little planning is all that's necessary. 


Late summer appears and sure 
enough, your boss, Mr. LeGree, has 
agreed to stake you to a full week's vaca- 
tion with pay. You own a reliable motorcy- 
cle and some camping equipment. Maybe 
you should try motorcycle touring. But 
how far can you expect to go? And isn't it 
expensive? How do you plan one of those 
adventures anyway? 

Planning a tour is really a backwards 
function. Instead of planning what you'd 
like to do, you must first recognize your 
limiting factors, then choose what you 
can do within the framework of time, 
distance, and money. 

Time: The major and most inviolable lim- 
itation is time. Money can be borrowed, 
rented or stolen; distance can be in- 
creased by the staying power of one's 
machinery, right wrist, and buttocks; but 
time is unchangeable. Nine days always 
has been, and always will be, nine days. 

A week's vacation, including two week- 
ends, is nine days. First, plan your tour to 
last one day less than is available. Should 
you not do this, any delay for mechanical 
problems or bad weather will result in 
either flogging yourself to make up the 
time or arriving home late and possibly at- 
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tracting the boss's attention by missing 
work. If nothing goes wrong and you do 
arrive home with a day to spare, you'll 
have time to unpack, rest, and do a little 
bragging before resuming your daily rou- 
tine again. 
Distance: Your second limitation, a direct 
offshoot of time, is distance. How far can 
you safely and comfortably ride in eight 
days, allowing time to see and do things 
when you arrive at your different destina- 
tions? An amazing number of people plan 
a vacation by simply saying, "This year 
we're going to the Grand Canyon," with- 
out even checking the distance and com- 
puting the kind of daily. mileage they must 
sustain to reach it and return. 

So how far is enough to go in a day? 
The touring riders l've spoken with gener- 






ally agree that the 300-400 mile per day 


- range will allow them to make adequate 


progress, to eat without rushing, to sleep 
late and to be fresh enough to enjoy some 
attractions and night life. While the num- 
ber of miles you wish to travel in a day is 
basically a personal consideration, many 
physical factors determine the mileage 
you can handle with pleasure and safety 
in one 24-hour period. 

1. What types of roads will you be riding? 
Interstates are great for piling up the 
miles. If your destination warrants travel- 
ing more than 400 miles daily, the four- 
laners are the best choice. Should you 
have fewer miles to go, two-laners are 
slower and more work because they twist 
and bend around, and you must cope with 
local traffic, pass through small towns and 
deal with lots of other small impediments. 
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But two-lane blacktops are also more fun. 
2. What kind of weather can you expect? 
Shiver-inducing weather will certainly re- 
duce your enthusiasm and sense of well- 
being. And rain can stop you in your 
tracks. Consult an.atlas for temperature 
and precipitation tables for the ground 
you wish to cover. And consider a fairing. 
It will nullify the wind and blunt the effects 
of rain and cold. An inescapable fact of 
touring life is that a warm, dry, wind- 
protected motorcyclist will be capable of 
traveling farther, faster and longer than 
when he's cold, wet and wind-blasted. 
3. What is the size, and what are the 
characteristics of your bike? 
Generally, bigger bikes have longer legs 
and will swallow concrete with less fuss 
than smaller ones. While most any ma- 
chine of 200cc or more is mechanically 
capable of sustaining 55mph all day, 
larger displacement engines that turn 
fewer revs at any given speed in high gear 
will produce less vibration and noise. 
Also, larger motorcycles tend to provide 
larger, more comfortable seating. 
4. Will you carry a passenger? 
While a friend on the back will no doubt 
add greatly to the enjoyment of your trip, a 
passenger will reduce the bike's range 
and comfort. The extra weight will affect 
acceleration, braking, gas mileage and 
speed uphill and against headwinds. 
You'll be more cramped for space and will 
tire sooner. And besides causing you to 
stop more often for gas, the other person 
will introduce another set of reasons to 
stop ... to eat, take pictures, use the 
bathroom, to rest. 
5. What are your riding style and threshold 
of fatigue? 
To some riders, touring is a mechanized 
version of the Boston Marathon. They 
sprint for three or four hours at a time, 
stopping only for gas, a quick gulp of 
food, and a face-shield debugging. Long 
ago their spines were replaced with steel 
girders and their posteriors with com- 
pounds made by Goodyear Tire and Rub- 
ber. These riders use the big, slightly 
modified iron and yawn about their eight 
hundred- and thousand-mile days. But to 
the majority, cruising enjoyment, rather 
than distance, is the key. Their trademark 
is a leisurely lunch, visiting exhibits along 
the way, and a fistful of pictures when 
they return. Their machines range from 
250 enduros to ratty relics to full-dress, 
big-inch multis. If you're one of these laid- 
back riders, don't expect to enjoy getting 
somewhere if you must ride more than 
500 miles a day. (Continued ) 
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". .. remember that touring 
is as varied as people. 
There is no right or 
wrong way to go about it..." 





Since touring is so individualistic and 

riders vary so tremendously in their pref- 
erences, | must stress that it is best before 
touring with others that you discuss fre- 
quency of stops, riding styles, miles, 
meals, and accommodations. Extreme 
riding philosophies shouldn't mix on tour. 
6. Lastly, how far you have to go to your 
destination is the controlling factor when 
planning daily mileage. If you want to go 
to the Grand Canyon and back from 1500 
miles away and spend a couple of your 
eight days there, determine if your ma- 
chinery, riding style, and companion(s) 
are agreeable to cranking out several 
consecutive 500-miles-plus days. Your 
choice of destination, more than any 
other single factor, sets your pace. Re- 
member, you'll be happier deciding upon 
a pace you wish to maintain, then choos- 
ing a destination, rather than selecting the 
destination first and becoming a slave to a 
relentless daily pace. 
Money: Since touring can be very inex- 
pensive on a cost-per-mile or cost-per- 
day basis, money is really the most flexible 
consideration when planning. your tour. | 
still recall the best tour of my life, a 2000- 
mile jaunt in 1972 with a good friend. By 
riding my 350 Honda, camping out, using 
cheap gas, and eating in homey little 
family restaurants, | spent only $42 in 
eight days and had a terrific time. Never 
fall victim to the fallacy that the amount of 
money spent on tour has any logical con- 
nection with your enjoyment of that trip. 

In traveling cross-country on a motor- 
cycle, there are only three basic 
expenses: food for you, food for the mo- 
torcycle, and lodging for the night. 

1. Cutting costs on food. 

The least expensive way to eat is to buy 
your food at grocery stores and prepare it 
yourself along the way. However, while 
food preparation results in a considerable 
saving in money, it also involves a consid- 
erable spending in time and extra equip- 
ment which must be carried. 

Most touring riders stoke up in restau- 
rants. In general, most freeway restaurants 
deal in edible fare. However, since they 
handle such a volume of customers (most 
of whom they'll never see again), they have 
less incentive to deliver good food at 
reasonable prices. Restaurants you find 
tucked among the shopfronts in little towns 
on the two-laners survive more on repeat 
business, and they must maintain a good 
reputation for food and service. 

A big pancake, sausage, and egg 
breakfast can still be had for under three 
dollars. Good soup and sandwich lunches 
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may be found for under two, and five 
bucks can still buy a good supper and a 
glass of beer. Ten dollars a day should be 
more than adequate for simple, basic 
meals and a snort or two. 

2. Food for the motorcycle. 

Gas is gas is gas. In most instances, the 
fuel you buy from the cheap-o self-serve 
stations is the exact same brew the big 
names dispense for up to a dime more per 
gallon. Gas consumption on bikes is still 
their big bonus while traveling. Even when 
loaded, most big tourers should be able to 
roll 45 to 50 miles per gallon at legal 
speeds. Figuring 65.9 cents per gallon, a 
bike can run a thousand miles on a mea- 
sly $14.65. The economy becomes even 
more incredible when you consider that 
for fifty dollars, a bike will haul you more 





than 3400 miles, or coast-to-coast. Oil, of 
course, is another matter. At 90 cents per 
quart wholesale it'll raise the ante a bit, 
depending upon your bike's capacity and 
change intervals. A rough estimate of 
gas/oil costs would be right around $15 
or $16.00 per thousand miles. 
3. Lodging costs and non-costs. 
You have two basic choices for nighttime 
accommodations ... you can camp or 
stay in a motel. Little out-of-the-way 
motels, which provide all the essentials 
despite being inelegant, will accommo- 
date you for as little as eight dollars per 
night. However, a single will generally run 
from $12 to $18, and a double $15 to $22 
per night. 

Personally, | find something inconsis- 
tent in the idea of getting closer to the 
elements by taking a bike in the first place, 


then wrapping yourself in a motel room 
each night. In seven years of touring I’ve 
spent one night in a motel, and that was 
under that type of sky you see in the 
movies when Dr. Frankenstein is trying to 
jump-start his monster. 

Camping is much less expensive. For 
three to five dollars per night you can 
usually get a site, hot shower, some sort of 
scenery, and a chance to meet folks 
around a camp fire. 

You can camp for free by just pulling off 
the road in a secluded spot and pitching a 
tent. Oh, the memories of sleeping along 
farm roads beside fields of rustling corn, 
of pitching the tent behind gas stations 
that had closed for the night, of thrashing 
down national forest trails after dark, try- 
ing to see while the headlight is bobbing 
around like a frog with hiccups, trying to 
steer with one hand while leaned way 
forward to keep branches from gouging 
the precious virgin windshield. True, 
there's no hot shower, and for reasons of 
security you may not want to build a fire, 
but you can't beat the price. 

Let's summarize by computing the cost 
of a basic eight-day, 3000-mile trip. Food 
would range about seven to ten dollars 
per person per day for a total of $56 to 
$80. Gas and oil at $16 per thousand 
miles would be $48. Camping for seven 
nights, at an average of four dollars, 
would run a maximum of $28, or a mini- 
mum of nothing. Put it all together and 
your basic expenses, excluding tolls, ad- 


missions, breakdowns and all-night drink- 


ing bouts, would range from a low of $104 
to a high of $156. Motels, of course, would 
add considerably to these costs. But don't 
forget, if several people share the ex- 
penses of lodging, the individual costs 
come down. 

A student on a budget, with nothing but 
a reliable bike and some camping equip- 
ment, could do the basic eight-day boogie 
for about a hundred dollars. Another $50 
would fetch a fair degree of nighttime 
security and food. Two hundred total 
would buy a solo rider several nights of 
motel rooms when the weather turned 
lousy. And, if you have them, don't forget 
those credit cards for an emergency. The 
moral of the story is, don't say you can't 
go touring because you believe it's too 
expensive. 


In conclusion, remember that touring is 
as varied as people. There is no right or 
wrong way to go about it. However, what- 
ever your way, it will always seem to be 
right if you do a bit of planning. © 
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Everything looks good when it's new. 


a year from the day you 
bought them, you'd have B 
no problem choosing 
the right ones, and 
you'd never get stuck. 
If clairvoyance does 
happen to be one 
of your virtues, 
you have to rely 
on common sense. 
Your common sense 
should tell you that looks are important, 
but make sure that the beauty is more 
than skin deep. At CCA, the quality goes 
_ right through to the heart of the 
"ht product. Our accessories are made 
MM of the highest quality tubing 
obtainable. Then, by using 
the most modern, 
complete plating 
techniques, we can 
offer you a shine that 
will last as long 
as your bike. 


Some accessories require modification to 
fit various model bikes. Our accessories 
are custom made to fit the specific models 
of Honda, Yamaha, Kawasaki and Suzuki 
bikes with no modification what-so-ever. 
CCA makes a full line of luggage carriers, 
handlebars, engine guards, padded sissy 
bars, plus tote and tank bags. Make it 
easy on yourself . . . select your 
accessories as carefully as you 

selected your 
bike. Ask for 
Connecticut Cycle 
Accessories by 
name. The ones that 
grow old gracefully. 





For a CCA color catalog and decal, send 50€ to 
cover postage and handling. 


MADE IN USA | | i 


South Park St., Willimantic, CT 06226 (203) 423-1611 
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Ab. 
? By Bill. ‘Stermer "m 


€ AMERICAN EXPRESS IS A LARGE OUTFIT. ITS TOUR BUSES 
have been disgorging Americans into every cathedral, 
-bistro and hotel on the continent of Europe for years. It 
A 3 isn't like these guys to miss a market in the package 
_ tour business. But American Express and every other . 
travel ‘company in the country have missed one . . . 
packaged motorcycle tours. That gap has now been 
filled by a dissatisfied New York lawyer who left the 
East for Albuquerque and started something he calls 
Motorcycle Tours of America. (continued) 
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Motorcycle Tours of America (MTA) is a new concept in 
packaged tours and in motorcycle touring. Sure, it has 
been possible to buy a new BMW in Germany and tour | 
the continent. But that requires weeks, thousands of | 
dollars, and the hassles of arranging insurance, getting a 
passport and shipping the bike home. After all, American 
Express never required its passengers to purchase their 
tour bus. What MTA has done is simplify the whole 
process by offering a “leave the details to us” tour of the 
Southwestern United States. 

The idea for Motorcycle Tours of America struck MTA 
President Larry Zamzock, a bearded attorney, precisely in 
Winslow, Arizona while he was touring through on his 
BMW in January, 1977. At that time he was looking for a 
new way of life and was anxious to put New York— 


,and his legal practice there—behind him. 


"After an ideal two-month, 6500-mile trip through 
Europe on a BMW in 1976, | was hooked on motorcycling. 
| just couldn't go back to the subway commute and the 
law practice; | was ecstatic. In Europe, motorcyclists had 
expressed their difficulties in coming to the United States 
to tour. The problems seemed insurmountable and most 
hadn't even attempted it.” 

Zamzock decided to provide an opportunity for any 
biker, American or foreign, to tour the American Southwest 
in a fuss-free way. He moved to Albuquerque, New Mexico 
in May, 1977, and by November had secured a 
financial backer for Motorcycle Tours of America. The 
business incorporated in January, 1978, and he continued 
an extensive testing and evaluation of equipment. 

He decided upon an all-inclusive package in which the 
rider, according to MTA's ads, need bring only his 
"clothing, helmet, and a spirit of adventure." He or she will 
be furnished with a 750cc motorcycle equipped with 
fairing, tank bag, custom double touring seat, luggage rack 
and brightly-colored duffel bag with MTA logo. MTA also 
supplies all food, fuel, entrance fees and accommodations. 
And insurance. And a tour guide. All Zamzock's planning 
culminated in the shakedown cruise in late May, 1978. 

The shakedown run would test The Concept. Could a 
packaged motorcycle tour actually work? How well would 
the equipment function? Was it touring? Would it be fun? 

Scheduled for five days late in May, 1978, the 
shakedown would cover a typical seven-day route in five. 
Zamzock and his legal secretary, Marsha Weller, would 
lead the tour. Friend Mel from Brooklyn would bring up the 
rear in the van, which would tow a trailer. Selected to 
participate in the run were eight guests of MTA. Included 
were Bob, a financial analyst from New Jersey; Pat, a 
travel agent from Ohio; and Rick and Ellen, a husband and 
wife riding a Gold Wing and 750 Honda respectively. In 
addition we had Jack, a student; Dale, a real estate agent: 
Ed, an honest-to-goodness Philadelphia lawyer; and one 
Slightly-used motorcycle journalist with a sunburned beak. 

Our departure on Day One was delayed by last-minute 


City of Rocks (opposite page) is a 
spectacular rest stop. The Concept 
at Work: Off comes the bad wheel, 
on goes the good with Zamzock and 
a little help from his friends (far left). 
The Concept at Play: Celebration 


lunches, tenting, rides on writhing roads. 
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detail work on the trailer. It was supposed 
to be finished with two weeks to spare, but 
the builders were still painting it at one 
o'clock on the morning of Day One. 
Zamzock’s home in Albuquerque was a 
frenzy of motorcyclists packing, talking, 
having coffee, waiting. Finally the deep 
blue, vee-nosed trailer arrived behind the 
red MTA van and we fired up the bikes. 

Despite the attraction of Japanese mul- 
tis and shaft-drive motorcycles, Zamzock 
chose Kawasaki KZ750 twins as the work- 
horses for his tours. Why? "| read all the 
magazine road tests. | went to the dealer- 
ships and rode all the Japanese bikes. 
Then my mechanic prepared a cost-per- 
mile breakdown of operating and mainte- 
nance. Finally, | read the warranties and 
visited the Honda and Kawasaki distribu- 
tors. | had to decide between the new 
Honda CX500 and the KZ750.1 chose the 
KZ750 for its durability, torque, handling— 
and the fact it cost $500 less than the 
other 750s. | felt the money would be 
better spent in accessories." 

Our ride was a cool one as 10 bikes and 
the van rolled south on Interstate 25. We 
stopped for coffee and a late breakfast in 
Socorrowith Zamzock; as he will for every 
"real" tour, he picked up the meal tab. 
As the group remounted afterwards, the 
MTA Concept faced its first crisis. The 
real estate agent's 750 came up with a 
finishing nail in its front tire. "But it's only 
flat on the bottom," he quipped. 

Motorcycle Tours of America proved, 
among other things, that The Concept is 
well thought out. Instead of solving the 
problem by sweating over a tube-patch- 
ing kit and tire irons in the morning sun, a 
full front wheel assembly appeared from 
the trailer. In 10 minutes the switch had 
been made and the tour proceeded. 

On tours the red Dodge B-200 Trades- 
man van functions as Trip Mother. It hauls 
food and drink in a refrigerator and 
cooler, a microwave oven, portable toilet, 
55-cup coffee urn and numerous mis- 
cellaneous items in its paneled cup- 
boards. Connected with the tour leader by 
an FM/VHF transceiver, the van pulls the 













Meet Bill Stermer. You'll be seeing 
and hearing a lot from him in the pages 
of Cycle. Those of you who read "Blue 
Ridge Mountain Magic" in the April, 
1978 issue of Cycle will immediately 
recognize the name and remember the 
prose. As a dedicated touring rider, our 
new staffer really makes those odome- 
ters roll their numbers around. He's 
been known to ride to Kansas City and 
back in the time others take to get from 
their typewriters to the water cooler. But 
he also can rough it out there for weeks, 
existing, we suspect, on gasoline and 
water, two match books and an odd 
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plywood-bodied trailer which carries 
camping equipment, a spare bike, and 
parts and tools for the machines. 

The real riding began as we left the 
Interstate and headed west on State Road 
90. We dipped for miles through roller- 
coaster hills and long, sweeping bends, 
the terrain changing to reddish rocks and 
distant pine-furred mountains. Cows 
grazed along the road. While the bovines 
were not wont to wander into the road, on 
occasion we would round a bend to find 
several cows grazing at the very edge of 
the asphalt. Of course, our passing 
spooked them. Luckily, they did not dis- 
pute road space with us, leaving matters 
clear as to who's boss and who's Bossy. 

The pace became brisker in the curves. 
Zamzock on his KZ750 and Marsha on 
her BMW 750 opened a short lead as the 
rest of the pack wondered about the 
propriety of breaking rank to give chase. 
Soon the nod was given and the fast 
peeled off from the slow for some spirited 
riding short of peg-dragging. 

Lunch was celebrated at a wooded 
roadside park in the mountains. Salami 
and boloney and bread leaped from the 
cooler, as did pickles, soft drinks and 
mustard for make-it-yourself sandwiches. 
A gang of chipmunks descended upon us 
from the hills but were fought off with taco 
chips and hunks of bread. Afterwards, 
Frisbees rent the air above the gravel 
parking lot, nicking windshields, falling 
into cattle guards, nesting in trees and 
occasionally landing on target in the 
intended hand. 

Our late start caused us to miss the 
scheduled visit to the Gila Cliff Dwellings, 
so we were routed instead to City of 
Rocks State Park. From a distance the 
park resembles pictures of Stonehenge. 
The scenic tangle of rounded and 
stacked wind-shaped volcanic rocks 
forms a playground of several acres. 
Some tour members were drawn to ex- 
plore it but were finally pried away by the 
departure of the rest of the crew. A few 
expressed the desire to have future tours 
camp there but changed their minds 


Spinning The Odometer: On Tour With The Yamaha XS Il 


piece of string. And so it’s fitting that Bill 
will be testing touring products in their 
natural environment: the open road. 

€ | RECENTLY TRAVELED 3100 MILES ON A 
Yamaha XS Eleven from Cycle's office 
to Albuquerque, New Mexico, around 
the Southwest for five days, and back. 
The purpose of the tour, in part, was to 
test the Yamaha touring package. Our 
test bike came with basic full-dress 
equipment consisting of fairing with 
lowers, large saddlebags, luggage rack 
and backrest, custom seat, and mini 
engine guards. These items list in Ya- 
maha’s complete 122-page accessory 








when they reached Bear Mountain Guest 
Ranch near Silver City that night. 

Zamzock decided that his fledgling 
tourers should spend their first night in 
real beds. Not only does Bear Mountain 
have real beds but also real charm. Set in 
a forest of pinyons and junipers in the 
Pinos Altos Mountains, the adobe-style 
ranch house has an upstairs that’s been 
converted into numerous bedrooms. With 
stucco walls, hardwood floors, big win- 
dows, curtains that blow in the night 
breezes and little bathrooms with old-time 
fixtures, it’s real down-home. 

Owner Myra McCormick, bird-lover 
and naturalist, whipped up a supper of 
barbecued beef and buns covered with 
melted cheese. Afterwards, the evening’s 
ration of beer was thoroughly tested, and 
soon the card game began. While non- 
gamblers hiked or showered or went up to 
bed, the gamblers’ quips and cliches 
spiced the game: "Who dealt this mess?" 
“I'll call your bluff and raise you. . .” The 
game finally ended, as all card games do, 
with each participant declaring that he 
had lost several dollars. If all the dollars 
supposedly lost in card games were 
stretched end to end, they’d reach be- 
yond the nearest lying fisherman. 

The following morning we almost lost 
one of our riders. Less than three miles 
out, Frank the Student got his bike loose 
in a curve and overcorrected—straight 
into a classic tank-slapper which spit him 
off the high side ass-over-elbows. He 
landed on his shoulder, then crawled into 
the weeds to sit down. The scratches 
looked bad enough on his helmet; they 
would have looked worse on his head. 
Some of the group stayed with him while 
others removed his bike’s broken fairing, 
straightened a footpeg and replaced his 
clutch lever. He emerged from his tumble 
with nothing more serious than bruises; 
he soon climbed back on his motorcycle 
and continued on the ride. 

This incident underscores a basic 
strength, and a basic weakness, of the 
MTA Concept. The strength is that when 


(Continued on page 108) 






catalog for $957.50, plus shipping, plus 
installation, plus tax. à 
Yamaha accessories are designed in 
the United States and manufactured by 
various American firms to Yamaha 
specifications. This simplifies and uni- 
fies the fitting of accessories because 
Yamaha can control the manufacture of 
both bikes and accessories. For exam- 
ple, each Yamaha 650, 750, and 1100cc 
machine leaves the factory with three 
tapped gussets which serve as mount- 
ing points for the Yamaha fairing 
bracket. Also, the fairings are manufac- 
(Continued on page 76) 


CYCLE 


Theres something different about 
this morning. 


t 
k 








Something which says your world will 
never be the same. 


More than merely a new motorcycle, 
its a staggering, unorthodox achievement | 
that will change the way you think. | 

The Honda CBX. 




















Honda CBX. 


The 1979 Honda CBX has arrived. Here's awesome 
technology on a human scale...there’s nothing 
quite like it in the known world. As a motorcycle that 
will search out and qualify its rider, the CBX repre- 
sents a challenge which must be answered. It is a 
bike for seasoned, experienced riders who know 
perfection when they see it...and can afford it. For 
those fortunate enough to own one, the CBX is 
an unending source of pride, a mark ofaccomplish- 
ment and expertise. 

Honda has carried technological excellence 
beyond mere speed and power. The CBX is a six- 
cylinder, six-carburetor, 24-valve, DOHC 1047cc 
powerhouse with pointless inductive ignition that 
makes its own rules and defies comparison with 

its lesser brethren. But, merely adding 
cylinders for greater power isn't in itself 
a benchmark accomplishment. 











Anybody can build a large motorcycle. Yet, despite 
its size and incredible technical profile. the CBX is a 
human motorcycle. It is comfortable, surprisingly 
slim and responsive to the rider's signals. 

In short, the CBX invites its rider, moves and 
reacts with him. For example, cornering clearance 
is not impaired by the alternator and ignition com- 
ponents. Rather, Honda has put them on the primary 
shaft behind the crankshaft. In addition, the outside 
flywheels on either side of the engine have been 
trimmed to allow beveling of the lower crankcase 
to further aid cornering clearance. So, while the CBX 
gives the illusion of great mass, its overall width 
is nearly the same as that of the 750 Four! 

On a machine this sophisticated, harmony can be 
extremely elusive. We have all experienced motor- 
cycles that hum at redline, but become ponderous 
and nearly unmanageable at lower speeds or in 


heavy traffic. Bikes that brake poorly, or respond lazily. 
Most motorcycles, it seems, shortchange the rider's 
psyche in some important way. Most motorcycles... 
until the CBX. 

Honda has never lost sight of the fact that a human 
being must ride and handle the bike. That most roads are 
less than perfect, and many riding situations less than 
utterly predictable. The CBX is a fine-tuned, harmonious 
motorcycle... from rider posture to instrumentation, 
suspension, banking and braking, as well aS obvious 
Dower and acceleration. 

Which is to say Honda's most advanced motorcycle is 
also most civilized. It's a combination which most industry 
observers thought improbable. It should come as no 
surprise to these people that Honda took up the challenge 
...and set them on their respective ears. 

: The Honda CBX. It's 
b here...to stay. 


























"Most motorcycles, it seems, 
shortchange the riders psyche 
in some important way. 
Most motorcycles...until the CBX” 





Always wear a helmet and eye protection. 
This motorcycle for experienced riders only. Check local laws. 
Model availability may be limited. For free brochure. write: 
American Honda Motor Co.. Inc.. Dept. 188X. Box 50. Gardena. 

California 90247. See Yellow Pages for nearest dealer. 
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It was a Harley-Davidson 

é show, as usual, but it . 
wasn't Harley-Davidson's 


show, and that was just 
i One of the differences. 
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With the Champagne Edition 
Harleys in the foreground, 
Garth Brow (above) pops 
the cork and lets it rain. 
Skip Aksland controlled 
the race until Garth 
Brow—starting dead last— 
burst into the lead (right, 
above). Early in the final 
Steve Eklund and Jay 
Springsteen challenged 
Aksland (right, below). 
Springsteen faded. 

Eklund got past Skip 

but soon rolled to a stop 
with a frazzled engine. 


€ TWO GREAT ELEMENTAL FORCES COM- 
bined to lend this spring’s San Jose Na- 
tional an altered shape and texture. One 
of these was nature itself, which had 
brooded and wept over the West Coast in 
a winter that brought mud slides to Malibu 
and turned San Jose’s Santa Clara 
County Fairgrounds’ track into a marsh. 
The other was Kenny Roberts, who had 
shifted the balance of American motorcy- 
cle racing merely by removing himself 
from it. Everyone could be pleased that 
Roberts was in Europe doing good works, 
administering doses of humility to per- 
sons previously without any, but he 
wouldn't be at San Jose. 

Harley-Davidson's own racing team 
came to San Jose worried precisely be- 
cause its equipment was too nearly the 
same as before. Roberts had prodded 
Harley-Davidson into a Great Leap For- 
ward for the 1975 season by hammering 
them with his Yamaha dirt-trackers in 
1974, and the quantum improvement in 
the XR750 he provoked was decisive. 
Gary Scott returned the championship to 
Harley-Davidson in 1975; and Jay Spring- 
Steen won it for them in '76 and '77 with 
virtually no further upgrading of the 
team's motorcycles being necessary. A 
resurgent Roberts' effort last year would 
have had H-D's racing department work- 
ing overtime, but the Yamaha camp was 
left playing a badly disordered game of 
catch-up without much chance of win- 
ning. Dick O'Brien (H-D's Rennleiter) 
could afford to sit tight and watch, ready 
to up the ante if that became necessary. 
But when Roberts finally capitulated, leav- 
ing the field to Harley-Davidson after three 
years of increasingly frustrating struggles, 
his Yamahas never had become a serious 
threat to O'Brien's equanimity or a stim- 
ulant for accelerated XR750 development 
by H-D's racing department. 

Incremental progress kept the works- 
prepared XR750s safe from Roberts’ Ya- 
mahas; it wasn't quite enough, even at last 
year's spring San Jose Mile, to maintain 
the margin of superiority a factory racing 
team is presumed to have over mere 
privateers. Gary Scott won that San Jose 
race with an ex-works engine, but neither 
he nor any of the H-D team riders got a 
smell of first place until after Mike Kidd's 
Mert Lawwill-prepared XR750 was 
stopped by a chassis problem. 

Mert had come to San Jose after a year 
of retirement from riding and did a 37.069- 
second qualifying lap that has yet to be 
bettered; Kidd was on Mert's spare XR750 
and absolutely ran away from the field for 
most of the race. Perhaps Springsteen, 
felled by a bunch of flat mainbearing 
rollers in his heat, could have stayed with 
Kidd. If so, Jay would have had to do it 
with force of character, because Kidd's 
breathed-on Lawwill Special was a 
rocket. O'Brien hadn't forgotten the Law- 
will-prepared bikes' speed, and he hadn't 
overlooked the possibility that it might 





prove contagious—spreading to other 
well-ridden XR750s. In all, there was 
plenty of reason for the Harley-Davidson 
team to arrive at this spring's San Jose 
Mile feeling less than totally confident. 

Practice held no answers for anyone, 
and only the vaguest kinds of hints about 
what the track would be like by the time 
racing began. Dirt-surface tracks always 
change during a day of running, even 
without the intervention of harrows and 
watering trucks. But this year at San Jose 
the track was being moistened more by 
seepage from below than by human-con- 
trolled sprinklers above. Winter's rains 
had on four occasions made the low north 
turn a crescent lake. Four times the 
track's management had chosen to pump 
the lake dry instead of stocking it with 
bass, which some riders began to con- 
sider a more sensible idea before the day 
was finished. The south turn was slippery 
but predictable; the north turn was dotted 
with invisible damp spots and provided 
many a lively moment. 

Jay Springsteen skidded and twitched 
through the day's fastest qualifying lap at 
38.28 seconds, and it says something 
about the intensity of mile-oval competi- 
tion that the tenth-fastest qualifier, Mike 
Kidd, was only 0.57-second slower. Ted 
Boody, another H-D teamster, qualified 
ninth fastest and the redoubtable Corky 
Keener was fourth on a side-door works 
XR750 with sundry other young notables 
filling the gaps. And the most notable of 
these was the fuzzy-chinned Garth Brow, 
recently admitted to full membership in 
the Michigan Mafia and delighted with his 
(remember this) Mert Lawwill-prepared 
XR750 Miler, which had taken him around 
in a time only 0.06-second slower than 
Springer's and faster than the rest. 

Skip Aksland ran away with the first 
heat on a track that had changed since 
qualifying, would change more through 
the day, and was changing even as the 
heat's ten laps were being run. Gary Scott 
was second after a slowish start and 
prolonged tussle with Springsteen, which 
had the interesting effect of hobbling 
Gary's pursuit of Aksland and at the same 
time delaying Jay's unwilling retreat back 
into the pack. Ted Boody had made a fine 
start in this heat but lost his first-turn lead 
to an inexplicable fit of engine hiccups. A 
second attack of this malady dropped him 
well behind the leaders, and Boody was 
just able to edge Springer out of third 
place and a direct transfer to the main 
event. Jay would have to get there by 
beating up on all the other last-chance 
unfortunates in one of the two semi-mains 
scheduled later. 

The second heat was a relatively or- 
derly affair as these things go; that is, 
about like any bar-room brawl conducted 
under Marquis of Queensbury rules, with 
elbows flying but no eye-gouging or bro- 
ken bottles allowed. In this one Mike Kidd 

(Continued on page 102 ) 
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Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. 
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Kings, 17 mg. “tar”, 1 -3 mg. nicotine; Longs, 18 mg. 
SM qur. 1.3 mg. nicotine; FOB, 17 mg."tar", 1.3 mg. 
7. in. nicotine av. per cigarette, FIC Report Aug. Tl 
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To cruise is to see, and to tour is to enter your own 
open-sky theatre of the road. The best seat in the house, 
the saddle of your motorcycle, is the only one, and the 
main feature comes to you on a three-dimensional, 360- 
degree screen, complete with surround-sound and 
action-coordinated scenting. Just cruising, the road is 
an elaborate film track; it’s the route on which 
the motorcycle movie-machine runs, giving the 
adventure motion. 

But cruiser-motorcycles must be more than mobile 
theatre seats. They must also be spaceships of sorts 
because few tours will work with a fistful of credit cards 
and a single change of underwear. The universal rule for 
space follows logic: the size of the motorcycle largely 
determines the space, open or closed, available to the 
long-distance runner. 
€ You can buy instant space in different ways. For those 
leaving town in a hurry and planning to leave a very 
narrow set of tracks, the $1595 Kawasaki KZ400 DeLuxe 
is perfect. The 400cc, 28.5-horsepower hummer 
represents the smallest motorcycle on which most riders 
would try touring. Providing that you don't want to beam 
yourself from Point A to Place B, the Kawasaki will 
provide enough comfort, speed and space to make life 
on the road worth living. 

The handlebar-mounted fairing runs interference for 
the rider nicely; the crash bars protect the engine from 
nerfing; and the bumper-rails guard the KZ400's 
saddlebags which can hold more than a razor and a pair 
of socks. The luggage rack, together with the rear portion 
of the seat, will support a small duffel bag. And since 

. this Kawasaki comes accessorized, you'll never bloody 
a knuckle mounting the options. (Continued on page 72) 








Kawasaki K2400D 
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€ Space-freaks might well pick the Vetter-equipped 
Honda CX500; in fact, the thing is a trip in itself. Up ~ 
front, the frame-mounted Vetter SS fairing ($320) creates 4 
a dead-air pocket for the rider who can tune in the 
Sanyo AM/FM-cassette stereo (approximately $150 at 
your local stereo store), thanks to the optional Cycle 
Sound Housing ($69.96). Tapes and other valuables can 
be stuffed in the lockable right-side compartment of the 
SS; the snap-cover on the left side is more accessible. 
The 24-litre Tank Bag ($59.50) has several important 
features. Its flip-up design means the tank can be filled 

_ without removing the bag; the fleecy underpad protects 
the finish of the tank; and there’s a watertight 
compartment—proof that Craig Vetter has done his 
share of water-wings touring. The detachable 
saddlebags ($289, includes luggage rack) have drop- 
down side doors; off the bike they’re easy to pack; and 
when locked on the motorcycle, you don’t need a six- 
foot grappling hook to locate something in the bottom of 
the bags. ; 

Vetter builds mount-it-yourself accessories that won't 
fight to stay in their packing cartons. You are never 
forced into a pitchéd battle to bring Hole A; into 
alignment with Hole A}. It's the next best thing to having 
someone else do the job altogether. 

Accessories can transform a motorcycle. Naked, the 
new Honda is an excellent sports/touring device; fully 


optioned, the Honda's crisp, cymbal-sharp performance 
loses its fidelity and character. Still, you wouldn't mistake 
the Honda for a 400cc tourer. On the other hand, you 
should plan to leave your motorcycle trailer at home. 
(Continued on page 74) 
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e You could pull a Greyhound bus and your local dog 
kennel behind Harley-Davidson's new FLH-80 ($4905), 
and those 40-cubic-inch cylinders would hardly notice at 
all. The 80 comes completely dressed for almost five 
grand; it has the Standard Equipment Group, the 
Chrome Finish Group and the King of the Highway 
Accessory Package. The only optional extras shown 
here are the right-side, rear-view mirror and the Tour- 
Pak (about $90). 

The big Harley-Davidson provides all kinds of space 
on which to hang, bolt, strap or otherwise carry the 
goods. The handlebar-mounted fairing wards) off the 
elements and frames a trio of lights: one headlamp and 
two auxiliary “passing” lights. The “Comfort Flex” seat 
has a very singular three-pivot suspension system that 
helps to isolate the rider and passenger from road 
shocks while keeping the saddle level. The lockable 





< 5 

saddlebags have pop-off lids which make it easy to mix 
ice with six-packs of pop-top cans. Serious touring-types 
will stow more important gear in the saddlebags, and 
any overage can be dropped into the absolutely 
mammoth Tour-Pak. Ted 

The beautiful things about a gigantic touring machine 
are space and power. Did you want to take a friend 
along to sight-see? No problem. Two's company on the 
80, but never a crowd. Did you say you fell in love with a 
stuffed moose in the Canadian Rockies and want to 
bring it home? Simple. Strap roller skates on the moose 
and tow it by the antlers. Sometimes, even in the theatre 
of the open road, happiness on a long haul is finding 
room for one more thing. € | 








THEXS11...........—.. Continued from page 60 
tured with color-coded wiring designed 
to snap-fit into the electrical systems of 
various Yamaha models. 

The XS Eleven's fairing and lowers 
are made of ABS plastic and incorporate 
a wedge-shaped design. The fairing re- 
tains the rectangular headlight and turn 
signals. All accessories are color- 
matched to the bike's standard (do | 
have to say it?) Macho Maroon. 

From the seat, my first impression of 
the fairing was that it’s big. . . too big. At 
35.75 inches across the shoulders it’s a 
full three inches wider than a Vetter 
Windjammer. Heavy-duty fork springs 
are included with the fairing to handle 
the additional weight. The fairing was 
clearly designed with an eye to the audio 
market. Upfront, the fairing’s interior has 
round moldings, large enough to ac- 

Send $1.00 for commodate a pair of 5.25-inch speak- 
Amco color catalog ers. Adding to its massive look is the 

i five-inch-wide section which passes 
over the instruments. Its molded division 
is sized to accept a CB or AM/FM radio. 

Inside, the fairing’s carrying capacity 
is enormous. Three quarts of oil can be 
à stacked over the headlight with room to 
‘wa space for wo neimeis, colormoidea n Rae a 

super-strength plastic; it’s Amco’s big, : i 
strong, handsome new travel trunk. Get it! ell a | el | interiors of the compartments are 
7425 Fulton Ave., North Hollywood, Ca. 91605 € finished in a light, neutral-tone ABS plas- 
tic. This brightens the compartments 
(Continued on page 78) 





CIRCLE NO. 69 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 


QAT THE NUMBER ONE 
ES/TOURING FAIRING! 


If you want AM/FM/CB, 7 cubic 
feet of storage, running lights 
and air horns-buy an 18 wheeler. 


HOWEVER 


If you want rider comfort, the 
feeling of being on a motorcycle, 
a wide choice of handlebar 
applications and the sexiest look 
on two wheels-buy the 

RACER 1 S.2 SPORT/ 

TOURING FAIRING. 


Alter all, why do you ride 
a motorcycle? 


Send 92 OO for the 1978 catalog. 
dick's cycle west, inc. 


Racer? 401 agostino road, San Gabriel, 
CA 91776 * (213) 287-9656 





IRCLE NO. 31 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 
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B-STUFFER BAG — 10'^diameter, 
RAIN-PROOF 17" long. Holds two helmets 





presi tolite 








ACCESSORIES 


for everybody and their bikes 


CHROME OIL PRESSURE GAUGE 

Withstands vibration and tough usage. All chrome 
casing & mounting hardware. 14/2” gauge dial, 
replaceable dial facing, no-vibration needle. 
Easy bolt-on mount. 


Vv CYCLE LUGGAGE and clothing. Travels securely. 
! ectronic Ignition Three-snap flap. Heavy duty 
4 El your motorcydel slings. Red, Blue, Black $11.49 








„elast tuneup for 






C-SUPER STUFFER— 21” long, 
12" diameter. All features, plus 

“piggy back” pouch. mc 
Red, Blue, Black — $15.49 









D-TANK BAG Straps to 
gas tank; 12"x10"x5". 
Topside map pocket and 
personal effects pouch. 















For Honda Heavy-duty sling for take- 
XT 313-58 along convenience. - 
Y 3505/4007 * Red, Blue, Black $16.49 


COMPLETE SET All three bags in 
matching colors. 
Red. Blue, Black. $40.00 


$16.50 





NEW ELECTRONIC IGNITION 


Faster starts, better performance. No more 
costly tune-ups. Save on fuel & maintenance. 
Timing remains constant, spark plugs last 
longer. Easy do-it-yourself installation in 
under an hour. The best ignition system for 
your Honda! $74.50 


For Hondas 350, 360, 450, 500 twins, 
350, 400, 500, 550, 750 fours, GL1000. 












* k2900/1000 13.25 MOTOCROSS GLOVES Simulated leather 
KZ650 pus in black. 4 sizes S,M,L,XL. 


Kz400 , $14.55 Pr. $4.95 2 pr. $8.49 
For Suzuki 
65750 


CYCLE COVERS Form fitted, 
protects against all weather. 
Heavy gauge, cloth 
backed. Resists muffler 
heat. Contoured to 
all accessories. 
With tie straps. 


Bike shown includes 
sissy bar & pad, 
windshield & fairing, 
3 luggage rack and 
saddle bags. 


$13.25 























STROKER 
Moped Cover $24.95 


#958 For360cc & smaller $27.95 
#961 For 750cc & smaller Lm 95 
*962 w/Sissy Bar 8.95 

*964 w/Wndshld $28 95 
#966 Sissy Bar & Wndshld HE 95 
*970 For 1000cc $30.95 

#972 w/Sissy Bar $31.95 
4974 w/Wndshlid $31.95 
#976 Sissy Bar & Wndshld. $35.95 





HANG TEN CAPS & STROKERS 
Caps are foam lined, vented, with flex 
peak. Strokers have snap visors, are 
adjustable to all sizes. $4.95 

Two emblems: TEAM HONDA (red cap 
red stroker); HANG TEN U.S. 

GRAND PRIX (blue cap or 

white stroker) 








FUEL GAUGE Fits all Honda flip 
cap models, all years. Mounts 
oe easily with Honda recall locks. 
NEW GAS CAP LOCK For all Also Yamaha '75's (road) and 
` Tu "us x 3 Honda flip cap models, all Kawasaki AE (road). Easily 
= i instal see 

SISSY BAR CARRY-ALL LUGGAGE Fits all bars, | Years. Can be used with new installed... $ 

on-off in a jiffy. Double lined, heavy duty Heavy duly. 2 keys. Easy to 

vinyl, full zipper enclosure. Waterproof. 2- install, $9.95 r 

strap carry-handle, use as hand luggage. 
22" high. standard — Black only $19.95 
DeLuxe heavy duty —' Black or Brown $29.95 







NEW! COTTER PIN Fits all. Just pull 
out, adjust chain, snap back in. $1.50 


























MINEOLA CRUISE CONTROL Effortless 
throttle control. Eliminates fatigue, wrist 
pains. Quick, easy on-off installation. 
Fits all cycles. $2.49 


NEW CYCLE SPAT 
EAGLE PATCH protects against 


j Finely detailed 7-color abrasions, scuffing, 
FA } embroidered patch. indenting. One size 

4! Bronze wings, brown fits all. Genuine 

Bone ren Raa aad, leather, elastic 

legs, yellow talons an 

beak. Red name on gold BE aaasta 

panel. Black velvet Brown. = 3.98 

base. Iron-on or sew-on. ovn $3. 

Two sizes. For Honda, HELMET-SPEAKERS—Weatherproof- remote 

Yamaha, Kawasaki, Speaker mounts on rear of any helmet. Fits 

Suzuki, Harley. Specify. earphone jack of transistor radio. 236" x 1⁄4”, 

Giant Back Patch Includes cable connectors $9.95 

8" span, 10" high Optional 2-helmet attachment'$4.95 

No. 77 ...$8.95 u 


Regular Patch 
312" span, 5" high 


No. 81 $3.49 











NEW ELASTIC RIDING BELT. 
Fully adjustable with 3 buckles for maximum 
back and kidney support. TT change 
pouch. 4 sizes: S-M-L-XL.. . $11.4 














NGO” SADDLE BAGS For on or off bike. Double duty 
bags fit under seat, over seat, over shoulder. Heavy 
duty Naugahyde with chrome 'plated hardware, heavy 
rivet reinforced, Tie down strap assures snug fit. 

Each bag 12” wide, 11” high, 4%” deep. Great 
innovation for free & easy travel. Set ot two 
Standard — Black only $19.95 ENSURE 

Heavy duty (Reinforced) = Black or Brown -$24.99 CRUISE E-Z-Z-Z 


~ <3 CUSTOM CHROME Cruise all day. Dial in a constant 
_ GAUGE COVERS throttle speed, or just enough to 
turdy, gleam- overcome hand & arm fatigue. 
g chrome rims Easy throttle shutoff. Thumb 
dress up and control lever easily engages or 
„protect your disengages. Install in minutes — 
gauges. Fit ag special tools; For Honda, 
amaha, Suzuki, Kawasaki, BMW, Ter A i 
B Specify model. Triumph. $17.95 Visit our only retail location. 
Set of two $14.95 






















Quick release that 
works like a miniature 
seat belt. Polished 
metal. Replaces “D” 
rings. $2.98 


CHILTON'S REPAIR 

& TUNE-UP GUIDES 

For the ‘“‘Do-it-Yourselfer” 
Tune up procedures, 
adjustments, 
maintenance and repair. 
A must for proper 
servicing of your bike. 


We ship Worldwide 



















KAWASAKI 
21/1000 73-778 HUE 
HONDA Triples '69-75 $6.95 
GL1000* 75.77 $7.95 Singles 565-15). 90.88 
750 169-78 $7.95 YAMAHA 
320-350 Fours 1.78 $8.95 Street 2-strokes 67-75 $6.95 
350/360 — 68.76 $7.95 idus EU TB 
XL Series JP7S $05 SK ; : 
; ] Š Elsinore Series '73-'75 $6.95 
TWO WAY INTERCOM Talk while touring. Clear, effortless conversation at i 169." e 132. 
MINEOLA normal tones. No more shouting, pounding or hand signals. All plastic, 125/200 Twins 167 29 E Ves & Twin AA EEG 
non-electric, no maintenance. Adjusts to all helmets, easy to disconnect. SIS j 
DOUBLE SADDLES MS hands-free. NEED acoustical tubing, weighs only 2 oz. Foen name brand manvalswillibefsupplied 
f z se et. i i à 
Ultimate in style and comfort. Seater Set AM/FM portable radio attachment $3.98 ME ailanin Pk mp saaha ent manuala ar 





Custom fit seats of soft molded N 
: 


foam & top quality Naugahyde have i : 
Il steel bases; use existing seat i : NOW PHONE YOUR ORDER 
TIE. : TOL ERE ax. HONDA of MINEOLA "2:5. 


SS0K (77-79). Yamaha 750,650 ' STATES ^ 
(74 & later), Kawasaki 1000/900, 800-645-6066 | aS (516) 248-5775 



































































750, 650, Suzuki GS750, BMW/7. $132.00 MONGRCH SEAT : except N.Y., Hawaii & Alaska | a c2ge ues T T en 
y custom seat of top grade æ 
All-steel bases used exclusively Naugahyde. Contoured styling. or call 516-248-5775 ADDRESS — ———— : — u$ 
Beautiful button tuft pattern. Uses CITY ————— ———— ——— STATE z^ um po mie. = 
original seat moun ingshariwate) Į EAN E 
asy to install. For Honda 50K $ 5 5 
Easy, to install. For Honda CBS50K | NEW 1978-79 CATALOG 1 eat = Mates Sérial » ocio 
400,650,750,900/1000 all years; |($1.50 by Air Mail anywhere in == E bi 
Yamaha 750,650, "74 & later; [ QUAN. ITEM SIZE "T andi price | oo JE | 
Suzuki 6S750 '77-'78..-§66.95 | FREE | choices) ED 2 
with all AWASA E gi 
orders ^ AND UTHER BIRES s = $ S 
over $5 j | | ES is [z] 
le Je 
| Sols E 
l ib |i 
L =. B= 
a N.Y. State residents add 7% sales tax Add 6% Shipping EE g = 
(Minimum $1) zo uo 
l C Special Handling & Divy $50 additional (optional) TOTAL a 
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THE XS11 ..............Continued from page 76 
and makes it easier to locate items that 
have been shoved deep inside. But 
watch out for the tangle of wires within. 
Luggage could snag the wiring. 

Three windshields are available with 
the fairing: standard, short and tall. 
Since | prefer looking over, rather than 
through, the windshield, the standard 
shield was just a little high for my six-foot 
height. If you prefer to look through the 
shield and are taller than five-ten, | rec- 
ommend the tall one. While the tall and 
short models cost a bit more than stan- 
dard, | would choose one of them specif- 
ically for one reason: they come with 
snap vents, and the standard shield 
does not. These are lifesavers behind 
the huge fairing on a hot day. 

An annoying aspect of the windshield 
is that it reflects the chrome edge-mold- 
ing which passes behind it, giving the 
impression that a piece of steel tubing 
has somehow become embedded in the 
plexiglass. The quick fix is to cover that 
section of chrome with electrician's 
black tape. 

Any fairing will reflect sound back 
toward the rider. The Yamaha's is no 
exception. But with the engine noise 
comes a resonating plastic-y rattle from 
the depths of the ABS innards. Sound- 
wise, the fairing has only one redeeming 
value: When you roll on the gas at about 
3000-4000 rpm, there's a pleasant 
thrumming sound reminiscent of the 
magnificent pulsing of the Mother Ship 
on "Close Encounters." 

The fairing functions well; it is so large 
that it simply has to. Your hands are 
well-inboard, and the body extends very 
high, giving more protection than you 
may feel is necessary. It carries a tre- 
mendous amount. However, our staffers 
feel it is too big and intrudes too much. 

ABS plastic lowers are a $59.95 op- 
tion and will add to the appearance of 
the bike. In standard trim the lowers will 
funnel so much heat onto your legs that 
you'll suspect the lowers were designed 
by the Colonel’s drumstick-fryer division. 
However, pop out four plastic screws on 
each side, remove the plastic inserts 
and the lowers will route the engine heat 
out the rear and away from your legs. 

In contrast to the ABS plastic fairing 
and lowers, the large Yamaha sad- 
dlebags are constructed of fiberglass. 
While the bags run only $134.95, the 
hardware to mount them is another 
$129.95. The whole color-matched dis- 
play is impressive. Two-rail chrome 
bumpers encircle the bags and the rear 
of the motorcycle. The bags measure 19 
inches long by 7.75 inches wide and 10 
inches deep. The removable lids add 
another 3.25 inches of depth. While not 
large enough to swallow a full-coverage 
helmet, the bags will hold a considerable 
amount of luggage. The lids are lock- 
able, but the crash guards and turn 

(Continued on page 80) 














GIVE ’EM 





Blow Away the Competition with 
Branch's Dual Mini Mikuni Carburetors. 


The four-cylinder kit 
includes Dual Mini 
Mikunis (preadjusted), 
high capacity air 
cleaner, throttle hard- 
ware and instructions. 
One Mini Mikuni is 
ete with the Har- 
ey Twins kit. 

Available now: Har- 
ley Twins, Honda 750, 
Kawasaki 900/1000. 

Send for FREE De- 
scriptive Literature on 
Dual Mini Mikunis, or 


send $2.00 for new 
Catalog offering our 
full line of performance 
products. Dealer in- 
quiries welcome. 


Mikuni makes it Fast. 
Branch makes it Easy. 


gH 
DRaa 


2919 Gardena Ave., Long Beach, 
CA 90806 (213) 595-4659/595-4650 









DISCOUNT 


PARTS AND ACCESSORIES! 

















PRODUC 


In addition to tires of all 
types, we have original 
factory parts for BMW, 
Harley, Honda, Kawasaki, 
Suzuki, etc. and a full line 
of accessories for touring, 
racing, and dirt bikes. This 
month we would like to 
call your attention to... 


DERALE OIL COOLERS 


ONLY ...$47.95 Most Models 


1820 Pacific Coast Hwy., Lomita CA 





1(800) 421-1259 









OUR RIDERS WRITE BETTER ADS THAN WE DO. 


The cost of a motorcycle is not the 
sticker price. If you've ever had to sell 
anything less than a Harley-Davidson? 
you understand. Your actual cost is the 
difference between original purchase 47 
price and resale value. A 

The bottom line is right there in your 
local newspaper. Regardless of where you 
live, the story's the same throughout 
the country. Compared to the Japanese 
manufacturers? Harley-Davidson's retain 
by far the greatest percentage of their 
original selling price. 

Why? Is it the classic styling? The 
legendary durability and ease of mainte- 


nance? The 76 years of refinement behind 
the V-Twin engine? Or is it something 
bigger. Like a fundamental under- 
standing of the essence of motorcycling. 
However you weigh the reasons, it's 
a fact. And if you need more convincing 
than your local press, check the motor- 
cycle blue book or the N.A.D.A. appraisal 
guide. A Harley-Davidson is more than a 
unique motorcycle. It's 
the one sound investment 
in motorcycling. 
*Based on 800cc+ engine displacement 
UNTIL YOU'VE BEEN ON A HARLEY-DAVIDSON, 
YOU HAVEN'T BEEN ON A MOTORCYCLE. 





Harley-Davidson 
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New! mototek cpi 


FOR YAMAHA 500 AND HONDA XL’S 
Designed specially for single cylinder four stroke bikes. 
Timing is controlled by the revolutionary “Hall Effect" 
sensor located in the timing assembly. Timing is 
extremely precise and adjustment-free no matter 
how many miles you ride your bike. 


Model CD-350 for Honda XL 125, 175, 250, 350 
Model CD-500 for Yamaha TT 500, XT 500 $89.95 


Full year Guarantee! 


Increased Power! No more Points! 
Improved Starting! Very easy to put on! 


mnnatek Products, Inc. 


3609 W. MacArthur Blvd., Santa Ana, CA 92704 (714) 751-7901 


CIRCLE NO. 35 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 


8097/72 


CHSSISmount-. FAIRING” 


* U.S. PAT. 4,010,976 


"An exclusive resilient mounting system permits 


n Comfort and convenience unmatchedin any fairing 
. of any price. 


“Z = For rare SILHOUETTE FAIRINGS — P.OBox 1672 
gals contact: - Martinsville Ind. 46751 (317)342-2300 


(Models for all bikes) 











FOR SHOW OR GO. 


The more you know about 
mag wheels the more you'll 7 
want the REAL wheels. 
These aren’t make be- 
lieve toys just to make 
you look good (but 
they'll do that too). 
These are the wheels 
that the top builders! 
and racers? insist on... 
genuine, full-on 
MORRIS MAGS. 


When you're ready to ride 
or build for real, use the 
wheels that are made for real 


. MORRIS MAGS. 









1. In February, MORRIS MAGS blitzed the Oak- 
land “78” Custom Show. 


2. In March, Kenny Roberts won the Daytona 200 
on MORRIS MAGS. 


FOR ALL THE REASONS YOU SWITCH TO MAGS! 


Give us a call or drop usaline for our catalog on 
the most famous MAG wheels in the world. 


MORRIS 
MAGS 


Morris Industries, Dept. M 
2901 West Garry Ave. 


We make MORRIS MAGS for BMW; 

HONDA; KAWASAKI, SUZUKI; 

HARLEY-DAVIDSON; YAMAHA; 

and TRIUMPH (Both the T-160 and 

the NEW T-140). Santa Ana, Ca. 92704 
(714) 540-5206 


80 CIRCLE NO. 45 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 


















THE X$11............. Continued from page 78 
signals make it inconvenient to operate 


„the key. With the mounting hardware is a 


long rod which allows the rear signals to 
be hung from the license plate bracket. 

For an extra $124.95 Yamaha will set 
you up with a black vinyl double touring 
seat. While the stock seat is more than 
adequate, the optional item is absolutely 
lush. Despite 3100 miles in 10 days, 
despite one 550-mile day and despite 
my economy-model personal sitter (no 
padding), | could not succeed in getting 
Sore on the custom seat. It pillows, yet 
supports sufficiently so that you avoid 
the dread "butt fatigue." 

In the short time the XS Eleven has 
been available to the public it has be- 
come the new standard by which all 
other touring bikes are measured. 
Stripped of its touring accessories, it will 
run the quarter in a storming 11.82 sec- 
onds at over 115 mph. But it's also 
economical, delivering more than 45 
miles in exchange for each gallon of gas 
at legal speeds. 

Despite the fairing touring accesso- 
ries, the XS Eleven will still produce 
respectable fuel mileage. It delivered 
40.38 mpg trotting to Albuquerque fully 
loaded. Coming home, at higher speeds 
and into punishing headwinds, mileage 
dropped to 36.13. While touring the 
Southwest in the company of other 
bikes, it consistently averaged about 
three miles per gallon better than sev- 
eral new lightly loaded Kawasaki 
KZ750s. The XS Eleven managed 41.52 
during the group ride through all kinds 
of terrain. A similarly loaded Gold Wing 
averaged 42.78 mpg. 

Even fully loaded the motorcycle is 
fast. A car hanging beside you on the 
freeway? Twitch the throttle and pass 
him by. A long upgrade? Leave it in fifth 
and let it pull. Mid-range torque rates 
somewhere between a Cummins Diesel 
and a locomotive. The big Yammer can 
chug smoothly away from a 30-mph 
corner in high gear. Should your XS 11 
ever become boring (you should live so 
long) you could ride out to your local 
freight yard and shunt boxcars with it. 

Bringing the XS Eleven down from 
speed is not quite as steady a proposi- 
tion as generating the speed in the first 
place. To handle the bike's 602 pounds, 
plus touring accessories, luggage and 
rider(s), three discs are provided. The 
front stoppers are especially effective, 
but they overwhelm the 19-inch, 3.50 
Bridgestone. 

Vibration, while not a problem on the 
XS Eleven, nevertheless is present. 
Vibes are very subdued near the speed 
limit in high gear, but between 70 and 80 
the left footpeg throbs noticeably, and 
the handlebars buzz. 

Riding position and footpegs are well 
positioned. With different windshields 
and seats you may wish to adjust the 

(Continued on page 82) 
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Why are Haynes Motorcycle 


Manuals the best? 


Haynes Manuals explain best 


Every manual features the bike our 
writers and mechanics took right apart and 
then rebuilt in our own workshops. So every 
manual is full of hints and tips and is written 
from practical experience. 

Each manual contains hundreds of 
original step by step photographs and with a 
large page size (8% x 10%) for clear exploded 
drawings, new full color pages on sparkplugs 
and tire fitting (selected titles only), trouble 
tracing. charts and complete specifications, 
Haynes Manuals really do explain best. 

Available from all good dealers and 
bookshops or order direct. Send today. 


Haynes Owners Workshop Manual team 
in action creating another Original 
Workshop Manual. 


* Books for publication 1978 

BMW 
Series 5 & 6 Twins 1970 on 
(Update due Mid '78) 

BSA 
A7 & A10,500 & 650 pre-unit Twins '47 thru '62 
A50 & A65, 500 & 650 unit Twins '62 thru '73 . 
250, 350, 440 & 500 unit Singles '58 thru ‘72 . . 
B31, B32, B33, B34, M20 & M21 pre-unit singles. 


Each Manual only $7.50 


BULTACO 
Competition Bikes, all models 1972 on 
cz 
125 & 175, road & trail 1969 on 
250 Twins 
DUCATI 
V Twins thru ‘77 
HARLEY-DAVIDSON 
Sportsters 1970 on 
Super & Electraglide thru ‘77 
HONDA 
50 ohv & ohc 1962 on 
65, 70 & 90 1964 on ohv & ohc 
100 & 125 Singles, road & trail 1970 0n. . . . 
125,160, 175 & 200 Twins, all models '64 on . 
125 Elsinore & MR 175 
250 Elsinore 1973 on 
250 & 350 Twins, road models '68 thru '74 
XL250 & XL350 Trail bikes '72 on 
350 & 500 Fours, all models ‘71 thru '75 . 
450 Twins. all models 1966 on 
(Update to include 500 Twins Spring '78) 
750 Fours, all models 1969 on 
XR 75 Dirt Bikes, 1972 on 
CB 400F & 550F Fours, 1973 on 
250 G5 & 360 Twins 1974 0n ... 
GL 1000 Gold Wing 
HUSQVARNA 
Competition Bikes, all models 1972 on 
KAWASAKI 
250, 350 & 400 (3 cyl) 1972 on 
900 Z1 & Z1-B 1973 on 
(Update to 1000 models Spring '78) 
KZ 400 Twins, 1974 on 
500 & 750 (3 cyl) thru '77 . 
650 (4 cyl) thru ‘78. 
MAICO 
Competition Bikes, all models 1973 on 
MOTO-GUZZI 
V Twins thru ‘77 
MZ 
150 & 250 Singles, 1970 on 
NORTON 
Twins, all models ‘57 thru '70 
Commando 750 & 850, all models 
SUZUKI 
B120 & B100P Single 
GT125 & 185 Twins 
Trail Bikes, all models 
(Update due Mid 78) 
250 & 350 Twins all models 
GT 380 & GT 550 (3 cyl) 
500 Twins, all models 
GT 750 (3 cyl) 
*GS550 & 750 fours thru '78. . 
*GS400 Twins thru '78 


Send item numbers: 


Haynes Publications Inc. 


861 Lawrence Drive, 
Newbury Park, California 91320 


Telephones: (213) 889 - 5400 (805) 498 - 67 


Please include $1.00 handling fee on all orders. 


Name 


Address 


City 


6% Sales Tax in California 


TRIUMPH 

350 & 500 unit Twins 

650 & 750 unit Twins . . 

*Tiger Cub all years 

Trideot & BSA Rocket Three... ... 

Pre-Unit Twins ‘47 thru ‘62 
VELOCETTE 

350 & 500 Singles, '53 thru ‘72 
VESPA 

Scooters, All models 1959 on 
YAMAHA 

100, 125 & 175 Trail Bikes, 1968 on 

* (Update due Early '78) 

RS 100 & RS 125 Singles 

RD125 Twins thru ‘77 


250, 360 & 400 Trail Bikes, 1971 on 
TX500 & XS500 Twins 
*650 Twins all models thru ‘77 
*XS360. 400 thru '77 
XS750 (3 cyl) thru ‘77 
Mopeds 
GARELLI 
All mopeds 1969 on 
MOBY LETTE/MOTOBECANE 
All 49cc machines 1965 on 
PUCH 
Maxi 49cc all models to 1977 
VESPA 
*Ciao, Bravo, Boxer thru ‘77 


Harry” V. Sucher 


THE IRON REDSKIN by H. Sucher F181 $19.95 
As American as Apple pie, the Indian motorcycle was all that a 
motorcycle should be. This is the complete illustrated history. 310 
Pages, 350 great photographs. 

RIDE IT! THE COMPLETE BOOK OF FLAT TRACK RACING 
Covers comprehensively the men, the machines and all aspects of this 
exciting and popular sport. F185 7.50 


"Eier ccm 


PLEASE PRINT 
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Performance Starts Here 


On or off the road your bike will be running at peak performance with 


the best cycle lubricants and cleaners made by: 





RADIATOR SPECIALTY CO., CHARLOTTE, N. C. 28237 Y 
CIRCLE NO. 60 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 





THE XS11 ............. Continued from page 80 
handlebars either up or down. 


The XS Eleven is demanding of your 
attention: because it will lull you to go 
faster than you may realize you're going. 
Run one up through the gears easily, 
shifting where it sounds right. Then look 
down. You'l be doing over 70 mph! 
Back it off to 55. The four-cylinder, 
1102cc engine produces a sound curi- 
ously like a mechanical yawn. Soon it 
sneaks back over 70. Bring it down to 
the limit again. Soon it eases back to 70. 
Trying to ride the XS Eleven at 55 mph 
would be as frustrating as going on a 
date with Dolly Parton and trying to keep 
your hands to yourself. Finally | gave up. 
The big Yamaha and | cruised the 1800 
miles to and from Albuquerque at 70-80 
mph. But there's a price: The first bald 
spot appeared on the rear tire at 5000 
miles. 

Thanks to its power, the XS Eleven 
has also acquired a reputation as being 
Scary to ride. But it was obedient in the 
Southwest. There is no demon lurking in 
the cases, no evil genie waiting to be 
summoned from its depths to rend you 
asunder. It’s simply a fast bike, and as 
such the Yamaha demands your atten- 
tion and respect. The motorcycle will not 
get you in trouble: It will allow you to get 
yourself into trouble perhaps more 
quickly than you'd imagine. The bike is 
potent, yes, but not sinister. 





SEE THE EXCITING ES (EUEZZ) LINE AT THESE 


ARIZONA 
SCOTTSDALE /Motorcycle City 
2608 North Scottsdale Road 


CALIFORNIA 

GLENDALE/Woods Motor Shop 

525 W. Colorado St 

LONG BEACH/Long Beach 
Moto Guzzi-Ducati 

624 W. Pacific Coast Hwy 

NATIONAL CITY/Sonny Angel 
Motorcycles. Inc 

34 East 18th Street 

OAKLAND /Schleicher Motors 

7954-56 MacArthur Boulevard 

SACRAMENTO /Hall-Burdette 

2010 Del Paso Blvd. 

SAN BERNARDINO /Bills Cycle 

824 N. Waterman 

SAN FRANCISCO/Munroe Motors 
Triumph Moto Guzzi 
Motorcycle Sales & Service 

412 Valencia St 

SANTA CLARA/Cycle Sports 

2355 El Camino Real 

VALLEJO /Ted Phelps Motorcycles 

1639 Sears Pt. Rd. (Hwy. 37) 


COLORADO 
DENVER /Barry s Motors. Inc. 
965 Santa Fe 


CONNECTICUT 
NORWALK/Ham's Motorcycle Shop. Inc 
59 Fort Point Street 
WAREHOUSE POINT /Marsh Motorcycle Co 
36 North Road 
WEST HARTFORD/New England 

Cycle Sales Inc. 
544 New Park Ave. 
WINSTED/Cycle Therapy 
RED. #4 Rt. 8 
SOUTHINGTON /Schuster's Cycle Sales 
Pratt St 


FLORIDA 

BROOKSVILLE /Amsler Motors Corp. 

1040 US 98 North 

DAYTONA /Jeff's Cycle Service 

2600 South Nova Road 

FT. MYERS/Carwana Moto 
Guzzi Sales & Service 

2827 Palm Beach Blvd. 

SARASOTA/Big Ben Moto 
Guzzi Sales & Service 

1701 N. Lime Ave. & 17th St 


GEORGIA 
ATHENS/Cycle Specialties of Athens 
220 Oak St. 


ILLINOIS 
BELVIDERE /The Dyno Shop 
1007 Logan Ave 
CHICAGO /Dolezal Bros 
1637 Blue Island Ave. 
CHICAGO/Midwest Motorcycle Imports 
4301 W. North Ave. 
HARVEY /Harvey Cycle 
& Camper, Inc 
14755 Halsted St. 
LOCKPORT /Larry's Cycle Sales 
Rt. 171 & Smith Rd. 
NAPERVILLE /The Starting Line Inc 
25 W 223 Ogden Ave. 
PALATINE /Power Motors 
1900 N. Rand Rd. (Rt. 12) 
ROCK ISLAND /Dale's Cycle Shop. 
2024 — 4 Ave 


INDIANA 
DECATUR /Drake Cycle Shop. 
RR 


5 
ELKHART/Collins Cycle Sales 
56173 Rt. 7 CR 13S 
INDIANAPOLIS /England Cycle Inc 
3562 West 10th St 
MUNCIE/City Cycle — 

Moto Guzzi Sales 
2305 E. 29th 
TELL CITY /Brown's Motorcycle Sales 
Brushy Fork Road 
WOLCOTT /Milligan Cycle Shop 
RRI — Box 171 


IOWA 

DES MOINES /Ozzie's Cycle Sales 
4770 NE 29th 5 

IOWA CITY /European Motorcycles Ltd 
Highway 1 West 

KEOKUK /Irvin Cycle Sales 

1128 Main 

WATERLOO/Webers Cycle Center Inc 
735 Ansborough 


KANSAS 
DESOTO/Penners Cycle Barn 
Box 495 

WICHITA/ # 1 Cycles of Wichita 
339 North West Street 


LOUISIANA 
GRETNA/Vernon's Cycle Shop 
1131 Huey P Long Ave. 
SUDELL/Southside Cycles 
757 Old Spanish Tri 


MAINE 

AUGUSTA/Suzuki North 

133 Mount Vernon Avenue 
MARYLAND 

ABINGDON/Jager Bros. Enterprises. Ltd. 
3911 Pulaski Highway 


BALTIMORE /Baltimore Cycles 

6020 Eastern Ave 

BRUNSWICK /Halley Motorcycle Sales 
1001 Petersville Road 


MASSACHUSETTS 
BEVERLY /Freeman Cycle Inc 
50 Federal St 
EVERETT /Parkway Cycles 
—Moto Guzzi 
1865 Revere Beach Parkway 
HYDE PARK/Metropolitan Motors 
1661 Hyde Park Avenue 
MILLIS Millis Cycle 
Rte 109 
NEWTON *Farcos 
Moto Guzzi Sales 
320 Watertown St 
PITTSFIELD /Bellstone Cycle 
1608 W. Housatonic St Rte 20 
SOMERVILLE /Riverside 
Motorcycles 
290 Somerville Ave 
STURBRIDGE /Roland s Cycle 
Scooter Shop 
Wallace Road 


MICHIGAN 

DETROIT /Blackie s Custom 
M/C Engs Inc 

10610 Joy Rd 

FLINT /Flint Indian Sales 

923 N Saginaw 

LANSING/GT Motors 

816 E. Howe Ave 

MIDLAND /Midland Cycle Sales 

5996 N Jefferson Rd 

MUSKEGON /Snell Motorcycle Sales 

590 Ottawa St 


MINNESOTA 

BLOOMINGTON /Leo's Motorcycle 
Sales Inc 

9521 Garfield Ave. S 

FRONTENAC/Frontenac Cycle Sales 

Box 41. Hwys 61-63 

WINTHROP/Petersen Outdoor Equip 

303 W 2nd 


MISSOURI 

KANSAS CITY /Northland Moto Guzzi 
303 NE. 72nd 

RAYTOWN/Raytown Cycle Center 
6324 Overton 

ST. LOUIS/Donnelson Cycles Inc 
3328 Woodson Rd. 

ST. LOUIS /Motorsport 

6115 Gravois Avenue 


PARTICIPATING DEALERS. 


SPRINGFIELD /Road & Track Cycle Sales. Inc 
600 College 


MONTANA 
GREAT FALLS /Tony's Cycle Center 
1101 Smelter Ave 


NEVADA 
HENDERSON/Bess Bros. Cycle Shop 
1605 Palm St 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 
MANCHESTER /Fitzgerald Cycle. Inc 
782 Gold St 

NASHUA /Anderson Sports Center Inc 
16 Progress Avenue 


NEW JERSEY 

DOVER /Competition Cycle Inc 
249 E Blackwell St 

JOBSTOWN /Macho Touring Cycles. Inc 
Route 537 

VINELAND /Cycle Sport Center 
South Delsea Drive 

WAYNE /The Sport Spot 

168 Hamburg Tpke 

WESTWOOD ‘Westwood Suzuki Inc 
101 Broadway 


NEW MEXICO 

ALBUQUERQUE /Rissmann Motors 
& Cycles. Inc 

8414 — 4th St NW 


NEW YORK 
ALBION /Ace Cycle Sales 
13935 West Lee Rd 
ALEXANDER. Sunnyside Cycle Sales Inc 
Main St 
BALLSTON SPA /Helman s Garage 
17 Washington St 
BLOOMINGBURG /Paul's Cycle Shop 
R.D. 1. Box 101 
BROOKLYN /The King 

Motorcycle Corp 
657 Utica Ave. 
BUFFALO/Empire Cycle 
2928 Southwestern Blvd 

US Route 20 
DELMAR Chuck Long Enterprises 
C and C Cycle 
154B Delaware Ave 
OWEGO/Cycles of Fifth Avenue 
Box 8. Fifth Avenue 
PORT WASHINGTON /Ghost Motorcycle Sales 
194 Main St 
ROCHESTER/Suzuki of Rochester. Inc 
1180 Scottsville Rd 


READING /Fritz’s 

236 N. 9th St 
WILKES-BARRE /Iron Horse. Ltd 
Wilkes-Plaza — Rt. 309 


RHODE ISLAND 


SIDNEY /Higgins Motor Sales 
Rte 7, Box 565 
NORTH CAROLINA 


HIGH POINT/G & H Cycle Sales 
1313 N. Main St 


BLACK MOUNTAIN /Osteens Cycles Inc 
US 70 East 


OHIO 
ASHLAND /Pifer's Cycle Sales 
1602 Cottage St 
GENEVA, The Motorcycle Shop 
238 West Liberty 
HUNTSBURG /The Bike Barn 
Harley-Davidson Sales. 
12381 Madison Rd 
MANSFIELD /United Motor Sales 
1092 W Fourth St 
NAVARRE /Mathias Sports Center 
6421 Navarre Road S W. 
NORTH LIMA "Moto Guzzi Hangar 
113 E South Range Rd 
ROSSBURG /Lightsville Garage 
12700 Route 49 No 
SALINEVILLE Eish Enterprises 
Route 3 
SWANTON ^WalFam Inc 
Motor Sports Sales 
12146 Airport Highway 


OKLAHOMA 

OKLAHOMA CITY 'Cal s 
Motorcycle Sales Inc 

701 SE 2 

TULSA ‘Atlas Cycle Sales 

6708 E. 11th St 


OREGON 

ALBANY ‘Two Wheel Horse 

956 So. Geary St 

MILTON-FREEWATER, ‘SuperBike 
Moto Guzzi-Ducati 

8NE 7th 

PORTLAND /Portland Motorcycle Co. 

Suzuki-Moto Guzzi-Ducati 

933 NE 82nd 


PENNSYLVANIA 

AQUACHICOLA /Hunsicker s 
Moto Guzzi Sales. 

PO Box 11 

BATH/Bath Hardware & Cycle 

121-25 Walnut Street 

BRADFORD /Pete’s Cycle Shop 

18 Corwin Lane 

GREENSBURG/Westmoreland 
Moto Guzzi Sales 

RD #5 

HARRISBURG/Jack Harman 
Motorcycle Shop 

808 Parkway Dr. 

PLEASANT VALLEY /Albert Sigmans 

Rt. 212 


NEWPORT/Newport Yamaha 
134 Broadway 


TEXAS 
AUSTIN/Haufler Cycle Center 
4312 Gillis 
FT. WORTH/Mark | Motorcycles. Inc 
623 N. Chandler 
GRAND PRAIRIE /Storm s Cycle 
3000 E. Jefferson 
HOUSTON /Motorcycle Sales Service 
2108 Leeland Ave 
MIDLAND /Moto Guzzi Sales 
1505 W. Industrial 
ODESSA /Wilson's Motorcycles 
2614 Kermit Hwy. 
RICHARDSON /Dallas 

Motorcycle Sales Inc. 
410 N. Central Expressway 
SAN ANTONIO /Krumm s Cycle Shop 
2307 Bandera Rd 
UNIVERSAL CITY /Yamaha City 
1737 Pat Booker 


VERMONT 
BENNINGTON /Tri State 

Motorcycle Center 
125 Northside Drive 
NO. CLARENDON Bridgestone S.&S 
Airport Road 
Hr Imports 

t 


RI 

SPRINGFIELD /Eureka Inumph 
& Moto Guzzi Sales 
& Service 

Eureka Rd 


WASHINGTON 

SEATTLE /Drager's Motorcycle 
1207 Dexter Avenue North 
SPOKANE /German Auto Service 
E. 3335 Trent Ave. 


WISCONSIN 

ALLENTON /Vern's Kawasaki 
Hwy 33 & WW 

CUBA CITY /Jim's Cycle Sales 
317 N. Main 

MADISON /Decker H-D Sales. Inc 
2613 S. Stoughton Rd. 
MILWAUKEE /American RS... Inc. 
1700 East North Avenue 
TOMAH/Larry's Power Center 
Highway 12-16 East 





BUZZIMATIC - 
] 1000 


...lhe choice 
of the 
touring rider 


With all the look-alikes 
on the market today, 
there’s little reason not 
to own and enjoy the 
1978, alloy-engined 
1000cc Moto Guzzi. 


Here's the long distance 
highway tourer that's in a 
class by itself. This formidable 
V-twin delivers performance 
and power as well as superior 
handling qualities. 


Whether you ride solo or 

"two up”, there's a feeling 

of confidence, safety and 
stability at all times. 

The Guzzi's numerous features 
give it cat-like traction and 
precise balance. Hand and foot 
controls are responsive and 
properly located, the dualseat is 
contoured for comfort. Electric 
starter, lights, instrumentation, 
directional signals are all of 
distinctive design and Bosch 
quality. 


The Moto Guzzi patented Integral 
Braking system is an exclusive 
"plus" that no other bike can 
boast of! 
If you haven't ridden a 
Guzzi 1000 with the 
automatic transmission, 
you have yet to enjoy 
motorcycling in the 
traditional European manner. 
See your local Moto Guzzi 
dealer, write for illustrated 
brochure and technical details. 


Machine accessory equipped 
CIRCLE NO. 21 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 


Sole U.S. & Canadian Distributor 


PREMIER 


Motor Corporation 
Ac. pi ue ee Railroad St. & Plant Road 
^ aqu e e Hasbrouck Heights, N.J. 07604 
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€ ALIGHT STEADY DRIZZLE HAD BEEN FALL- 
ing all day in Pittsburgh. The floor of 
Three Rivers Stadium was carpeted with 
8000 square feet of dirt, and the relentless 
drizzle softened the dirt into mud. Local 
weathermen forecast doom for Pitts- 
burgh's first stadium race by promising 
"continuing winds with one to two inches 
of rain." If the skies cleared over Pitts- 
burgh, the eighth race of the Superseries 
would be a pivotal encounter between the 
top two stadium racers, Marty Tripes and 
Bob Hannah. 

At the series opener in Seattle, Wash- 
ington, back in February, indoor racing 
once again brought Marty Tripes into the 
motocross spotlight. Marty finished sec- 
ond to teammate Jimmy Ellis, proving to 
the Honda factory that Tripes was, in- 
deed, serious about racing. Hannah, on 
the other hand, didn't make the transition 
from vacation to racing smoothly and fell 
back in the points race early in the series. 
Meanwhile, Marty romped. Tripes built a 
huge lead as Hannah struggled through 
the first three stadium events. Following 
Tripes’ win at Daytona, Hannah came 
back full force and reeled off four straight 
wins. He hammered Tripes' lead down to 
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Bob Hannah reeled in series three points on the eve of the Three 


; ; Rivers race. 
point leader Marty Tripes As the rain continued to fall, the Pitts- 


with a charge through mud burgh Supercross looked like a washout. 
and rain, punctuated by a Taking shelter, the riders gathered in the 


; : centerfield tunnel for the riders meeting. 
brief excursion off the track. Officials announced a two-hour delay in 


hopes that the rain would subside, and 
practice was limited to two laps per rider 
so that the track would not be reduced to 
a mud bog before the main event. The 
dismal conditions raised the possibility 
that the event would have to be cancelled 
altogether. In the meeting, Hannah sug- 
gested that no points be awarded at Pitts- 
burgh for the series championship,upping 
the next race (at New Orleans under a 
roof) to be a double-points race. Hannah's 
idea did not prevail. 

Despite the forecast (continuing rain) 
the decision was made to try to run the 
race. Workers peeled back plastic sheets 
that in part protected the dirt from the rain 





just as the ongoing showers slowed and 
then stopped, though only briefly. 

During the delay Hannah remained 
stridently confident, while Marty Tripes— 
the only Supercross rider who can battle 
Hannah even up—quietly sat in a lawn 
chair. In years past, when Tripes was 
young and fat, he spent all his spare time 
behind hamburgers and hot dogs, and 
thus he eventually managed to eat his way 
out of contention. Still, Hannah never 
misses a chance for a playful psyche, and 
he shouted out an invitation to Tripes: 
"Hey Marty, if you want to go out and get 
something to eat, it’s on me." Marty 
passed. But several people in the Honda 
pits replied that they were hungry. 
Hannah's offer was limited—just Marty 
was invited. 

Hannah's fast-growing self-confidence 
has been bolstered by his string of sta- 
dium victories and his phenomenal rec- 
ord on the national motocross circuit: not 
only has Hannah reeled off 10 straight 
moto wins in national competition, but the 
only rider to beat him has been Tripes. 

Tripes’ comeback in Supercross has 
been costly. In Pontiac, Michigan, Marty 
was involved in a massive pileup and 
injured his knee. The injury sidelined him 
for the first few races of the 250 Nationals 
and kept him detuned in the next few 
events. But at Pittsburgh, Tripes assured 
everyone that he was ready to race. 

Finally practice-time arrived, and Tripes 
and Hannah, as well as everyone else, got 
down to business. As the first riders slid 
onto the track, the rain had finally let up. 
By the time all the riders finished their two 
laps, the track—miraculously—was actu- 
ally tacky in a few places. 

Supercross spectators came to see 
elbow-to-knee racing. To guarantee com- 
petitive racing in the qualifying races, 
winners were to be awarded three points. 
Jim Pomeroy led the first race, with Tripes 
in tow, until the halfway mark. The Honda 
duo stretched out a huge lead over Mark 
Barnett. When Barnett crashed, Mike Bell 
took over third. In the last half of the heat, 
Tripes moved past Pomeroy, won de- 
cisively and collected three points. 

The second qualifier provided a show- 
case battle between Rich Eierstedt and 
Bob Hannah. With the time running out, 
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By Dave Hawkins 
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Hannah pulled up on Rich's inside in a 
left-hand turn leading to a set of double 
jumps. Rich had the fast line; but when he 
missed a shift on his Can-Am, his front 
wheel hit the lip of the second jump, 
catapulting Rich over the bars and off the 
track. Eierstedt was left with a dislocated 
bone in his shoulder while Hannah rode 


Tripes (top) lost his points lead in 
the Pittsburgh mud. Mike Bell (left) 
casts doubt on Dave Osterman's 
stamina at Friday morning's three- 
mile $3000 footrace. Can-Am's 
Rich Eierstedt led Hannah in the 
second qualifier until a missed-shift 
resulted in a dislocated shoulder. 
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away for the heat win and three points. 

Marty Moates, former Team Ossa rider 
with international experience, blasted his 
LOP-sponsored Honda into the lead of 
the third qualifier. The semi-privateer held 
off charges of Team Honda’s Tommy 
Croft and Jimmy Ellis for the win. And the 
fourth qualifying race fell to Kawasaki’s 
Jim Weinert. 

Mark Barnett got to the final by winning 
the first of two semi-final events, and 
Mickey Boone captured the second semi. 
And finally, Steve Stackable nabbed the 
last possible starting position in the final 
by winning the consolation race. 

It was showtime in Pittsburgh during 
the intermission. Yamaha and Honda 
cheerleaders warmed up the crowd. 
Doing their routine on plywood boards, 
the cheerleaders sent little waves of mud 
up and out from the edges of the plat- 
forms with every jump. This performance 
may have been alittle hokey, but the show 
and racing had the ground-level specta- 
tors standing throughout the entire three- 
hour program. Nevertheless, local sports 
writers insisted on being miserable. They 
whined and sniveled at the very thought of 
dumping dirt on the Tartan Turf where 
Roberto Clemente played his outstanding 
career. The same man-made grass on 
which Franco Harris catches tipped pas- 
ses for touchdowns had become the 
foundation for the "Toyota tower jump." 
And no doubt the local sports writers were 
affronted by the hoopla which marked the 
countdown to the main event. 

To get everyone's attention off the 
cheerleaders and back on racing, the 
drum section of a marching band began a 
slow beat as the two-minute sign went up. 
When the card was flipped, signaling one 
minute until the start, the drums increased 


(Continued on page 89) 
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eT NG 4 X DATSUN SMALL TRUC. 


AJA V ” NUMBER Ui 
j|» ~ ` SINCE 
177178 ~ | Vi EAR ONE. 


Year one Was 1959. Since then we've sc 
more imported pickups than anyone else. Fo 
on A good reasons: choice; value; quality. You've dis 
gx en covered that because we demand excellence, you 
NA. EA. dE MEA, get.one heck of a truck. And constant Datsun — 
"A POR MEAS; «t Bt. y» ^ Tefinements. Like road-levelling ball joints, torz 
= ee = mw -- son bars and leat springs for a smoother ridez 
ONES | à A i And you've made us number one because% 
STRETCH. - - | ! Qt QUIE the right truck for the/right job. Like 5 
E Y S i - the exclusive King Cab." Only pickup with 
A A a ` d A => reclining bucket seats, only small 
^N MN se pickup with up to 11.3 cubic feet 
A y e of lockable storage space behind 
N 24 == those buckets. 
Or maybe the Datsun Standard — 
Datsun Stretch —is Tight Tor you. Stretch has 
feet long. Both haul 1400. 
f people and cargo. Both feature 
<a Datsuns reliable 2-litre engine, transistorized 
Ignition, power front disc brakes -all 
Standard! Get the truck you want 
< and the quality you need from your 
æ Neighborhood. expert: your Datsun 
dealer Hes been selling the No. 1 



























oat 


Pd 
N "mii : imported pickup for 19 straight years. 
i Ey That means youte buying the best. From a 
£ E company that demands nothing less. 
| NOBODY DEMANDS MORE FROM A DATSUN 


THAN DATSUM. D ATSUN 


CIRCL ç NO, 25 ON p WE ARE DRIVEN 


EAD. 








Z]-R. 
OUTASIGHT! 


KAWASAKI BELIEVES IN RIDING SAFELY. 
CHECK LOGAL LAWS BEFORE YOU RIDE. 


We were reaching for the outer limit. A motorcycle possessing 
performance, styling and reliability beyond all other attempts. 
We think we got there. 

The Z1-R. 

Get on. Tuck in tight. Go for it. Duck under the functional 
beauty of the smoked windscreen. Feel it move out. Awesome. 
Performance that is Z all the way with a new 90 hp, 1015cc 
engine that's ready when you are. Lean it into the turns. Try it. 
Feel the tuned suspension—.it's new, too. And for shutting down 
quick, three big drilled discs on two trick-and-true alloy wheels. 

Climb off. Take another look and check out the ultra-slick gas 
tank. Long, low. Note how it blends right into the seat and the 
fairing. Check the paint, too. Distinctive. And all the extra de- 

$ tails, like a full set of instruments plus 
an ammeter and a fuel gauge. For ad- 
ded safety, self-cancelling turn signals 
that compute both time and distance 
So as not to shut off when you need 
them, or stay on when you don't. 

At night you'll have the added se- 
curity of knowing that you're riding be- 
hind a dual-filament quartz-halogen 
headlight. 

Z1-R. Forthe best of the good times. 
Tuck in on it, and see a world that very 
few riders can even imagine. 


Kawasaki 


We know why you ride. 





CENTER RING........ Continued from page 86 
their tempo with crescendo. As the sign 
was turned sideways indicating that the 
race would begin within the next three to 
10 seconds, the drummers started beat- 
ing with an ear-popping frenzy. This fury 
was matched only by the screams of two- 
stroke engines held wide-open at the 
starting line. 

When the gate fell, Tripes reacted per- 
fectly and rocketed his works Honda into 
the lead. Moates was second, Hannah 
third, and the rest of the field had to fight 
through the muddy roosts thrown by the 
leaders. As the pack banged and slid 
through the first turn, a fireworks display 
exploded overhead. There was no 


doubt—the show had movedto center ring. 


After two laps Hannah moved into sec- 
ond and began to close on Tripes. On the 
12th lap Hannah pulled alongside Tripes 
over a series of six jump/whoop-type 
obstructions. Most riders were jumping 
two at a time after rolling over the first 
mound. Hannah hit the first jump and 
came down between the second and third 
jump, and this maneuver moved him 
slightly ahead of Tripes. Bob wanted to 
banzai the last jump and get a strong drive 
out of the following turn so that his pass 
would be a solid one. Instead, Bob’s 
charge got him into the turn nicely, but 
after he made the pivot and changed 
directions, he accelerated out of the turn 
and right off the track. Hannah then had to 
double back to reenter the track where he 
left it—or be penalized one lap. As he tried 
to get his Yamaha turned around, the rear 
tire spun helplessly on the plastic turf 
cover. By the time Hannah got back onto 
the track and started to chase Tripes 
again, the Yamaha rider was about 15 
seconds behind and back in fifth place. 

Hannah's rare lapse of concentration 
left him more determined than ever to win. 
As he stormed through the top five posi- 
tions once more, the heavy clouds over 
the stadium opened up and dumped rain 
everywhere. In a matter of seconds the 
course became treacherously slick. But 
neither driving rain nor churning mud 
could stay Bob Hannah from his ap- 
pointed rounds. On lap 16, he passed Ellis 
and moved into second, just three sec- 
onds behind Tripes. Then two laps from 
the end Hannah slid by Tripes for the lead. 
Hannah only headed the race for two 
laps, but he led the one that counted, the 
one with the checkered flag. 

Hannah's victory deadlocked the Su- 
perseries point chase with three events 
remaining. The Supercross program 
moves through a long, drawn-out 10- 
month schedule. Without the Hannah/ 
Tripes face-off, the circuit series could 
have ground slowly toward a conclusion 
with little excitement and a shoo-in cham- 
pion. But Pittsburgh showed otherwise. 
Tripes and Hannah will slug it out, right 
down to the final drum roll, down to the 
last cheerleader's pom-pom, and down to 
the final rocket's red glare. © 
AUGUST 1978 
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SAVE MONEY! 


SUPER DISCOUNTS ON FAMOUS BRAND 
LOW PRICES, THEN 


E TIRES & ACCESSORIES 


call TOLL- FREE 1-800-854-3103 TODAY! In Calif. 1-714-556-RIDE. 
€ BAC/VISA/M-Charge/Am-Exp credit card orders shipped same day. 


CONTINENTAL K112 (R) & RB2 (F) DUNLOP K91 MK Il 
The best high-performance and high Belted for high-speed 


mileage tire! * Indicates tubeless. performance and increased 
450H-17 K112 $46.13 510/80H-18 K112 $45.19 ; mileage. Use with or 
325H-18 — RB2 $33.14 *510/80H-18 K112 $53.18 2 w/o tubes 

350H-18 K112 $38.04 325H-19 — RB2 $36.05 2 - 510H-17 —— $52.30 
400H-18  K112 $43.52 350H-19  .RB2 $38.59 3 425/85VB-18 $45.93 
425/85H-18 K112 $44.48 *350H-19 .RB2 $43.75 BG JC e 833) 


*425/85H-18 K112 $51.99 DIA 
DUNLOP K81 Low profile front or rear tire.| DUNLOP SPORTS SENIOR/K88 
Low sidewall blocks for extreme — 4 


ESTIS 

d 78 325H-19 F6 RIB $29.39 | cornering. Self-cleaning. 

4105.18 $2040 350419 F6 RIB $20.34 | 10.17 Kag $28.74 500-18 K88 $33.60 gp 
410-18 SSR $22.46 300-21 SSR $22.57 


410H-18 $345 — 360H-19 $3122 M. 
sit Sue! $34.91 | 460-18 SSR $26.28 325-21 K88 $27.64 i raii 
IMPORTANT: Tire prices include Fed. 


CHENG SHIN STREET CHENG SHIN 

K81 pattern, low profile and MOTOCROSS Exc. Ie it you compari prices, be sure 
ES ! t freight and sales tax are incl. in 

us Aas Be eed buy! Super Digger copy. Top T total price quoted. Prices in previous 

510-16 $28.88 quality at lowest prices. ads no longer valid. 


510/85H-17 — $2987 
410/85H-18 $25.49 Tak $543 Qu (c) Phantom Rider 1978. 


460/85H-18 $28.34 - ; 

510/85H-8 $32.55 | YS OUR aoe E TUBES — aii sizes: Ch. Shin $3.98. Michelin $4.98. 
325/360-19 RIB $15.79 | sHowROOM 3 $1782 Goodyear $6.49. Continental $8.96. Special with tire 
360/85S-19 $17.29 ; purchase: Ch. Shin $3.25. Goodyear $5.75. 


GOODYEAR EAGLE A/T & G/T SHOCKS & SPRINGS ear SE 
Low profile, blackwall, street/touring tires. — SAVE UP TO 35%! 


510-16 A/T $39.98 450-18 G/T Il — $43.50 MULHOLLAND rebuildable street and MX shocks — all 
510-17 G/T II $47.01 325-19 A/T $28.62 | lengths $38.95/pr. Springs: sgle rate $9.75/pr. 
400-18 A/T $3486 350-19 G/T II RIB $33.72 $10.95/pr. 

450-18 AT $37.81 MULHOLLAND LTG: LONG TRAVEL GAS SHOCKS — all 
A/T also available with Raised White Letters — tube- lengths $69.50/pr. Springs: sgle rate $17.50/pr. Progr. 
type or tubeless. ; $23.95/pr. 


H-P EXHAUST SYSTEMS Increases ENS 8-20%. | LOCKHART OIL COOLERS 


Hooker Type Price (chromed) Honda Fours/GL 1000/Kaw 650/900/1000/Suz GS750/- 
Hon CB/CL350 68-73 2 into 1 $82.73 Yam XS650/750 blk $64.98, chr. $84.98 H-D Sports/- 
Hon CB750 thru 76 — 4 into 1 $121.57 Nor/Tri blk $58.98, chr. $78.98. New: 700SS kits — 
50% increased cooling — Honda Fours, Kaw 900/- 
1000. H-D Sports. BIk only $86.98. New! Thermostat 
valve — works with all coolers — $26.00. 










CHECK OUR UNBELIEVABLY 
















































































































































































Kaw Z1, KZ900, all 4 into 1 $121.57 
Suz GS750 77-78 4 into 1 $140.14 
Yam XS1/2/650, all 2 into 1 $82.73 





















Yam XS750, all 3 into 1 $122.43 

Bassani Type — Price (black) 

Hon XR75 73-78 up or dn $40.07 LESTER MAG WHEELS 

Hon CR250 thru '75 down $63.75 The unique cast alloy wheel system that accepts 


Kaw KZ650, all 4 into 1 $136.00 
Kaw H2 750, '74-'76 3 into 3 $182.75 
Suz GS550, 77-78 4 into 1 $136.00 
Suz GT380/550/750 74-77 3 into 3 $182.75 
Yam 250/350/400, all twin $135.10 
Partial listing only. Kerker and Jardine 

exhausts also available. 


BELL HELMETS Save up to 12% 


R-T (road/trail) wht (std), red, blu, ora $47.25 


tubeless tires for less weight and improved handling. 
For BMW, H-D, Kaw, Suz. Front, from $124.00. Rear — |) 
from $158.00. Hi-lighted $18 extra per wheel. FREIGHT JW 
INCLUDED. For details, call us toll-free 1-800-854-3103. |‘ 


Call or send for FREE CATALOG. 1-800-854-3103 


RIDER WEAR | MUSTANG TOURING BOOTS 


Unbelievably comfortable and light (nly 3 Ibs/pr). In 
genuine black leather, 13%” tall, hard-wearing 
rubber sole w/steel shank, zippered pack! Scuff pads 
























Magnum II sil (std), wht, ora $69.75 on toe caps. In full sizes from 5 thru 13. $59.95/pr. 
Star II wht (std), ora $87.70 

Star 120 wht (std), ora $79.90 BELSTAFF TOURING JACKET 

Moto Star wht (std), yel $78.85 100% WATERPROOF, this comfortable and stylish 


| Sizes: 6%-7% Shoei helmets also available. \ _% 


NYLON MX PANTS —— 


Made of strong nylon, these pants offer maximum 
protection with plastic knee cups (removable) and thick 
padding at hips. Reinforced seat. In black, red, or blue, 


with contrasting stripe. Specify size: 22-38 $38.65. PHANTOM RIDER 3001 REDHILL AVE. COSTA MESA, CA 92626 
mum mm mn cu S GEM NEM ZEND NK GEM eee ee GG END A 


SHIPPING CHARGES " p) PHANTOM RIDER® 3001 REDHILL AVE., BIN 101, COSTA MESA, CA 92626 — m 


jacket is made of heavy-duty polyurethane-proofed 
nylon with all seams sewn, solutioned and taped. Has a 
red, quilted lining and four pouched front pockets. 
Color: Black. Sizes: S (34"-36"), M (38"-40"), L (42"- 

44") $79.95. 

MATCHING PANTS: 27", 29", 31", 33" inseam $59.95. 





must be added to all prices. Qty Size Description Total 
Minimum order West of Mid- East of 


Price ea. 
















is $10.00. Rockies West Miss. - og 
Front tires . s 3.35 BL enclose” Add shipping charges > " 
Rear tires 2.85 13Mo. Order {J Cert. Check O Pers. Check (allow 2 wks. to clear) Calif. res. add o 
Shocks, springs 2.25 l| 2.25% deposit — will pay balance, plus freight C.0.D. 6% sales tax. c 
Exhausts 3.60 Charge to: O Visa/BankAm OM/Charge Am. Express TOTAL E: 
Boots 2.00 i 13 Please send me your FREE catalog. m 
Helmets/jackets 1.50 J Account no. = —-— a Expr date e e > 
/pants Bike: year, make, model 
AK, HI, PR, CZ, APO/FPO customers, use BB. ame 
3rd col. Freight rates to Canada, add $3 to E Address 
amounts shown in 3rd col. All orders City/State/Zip 
shipped fully insured. For COD orders, add i Your phóne non (day/umey 
$1.25 COD fee to freight charges. No CODs I 
to APO/FPO or Canada addresses. call, TOLL- FREE 1 

bo m m m m m mm 














“ON ANY SUNDAY we.” 
GIANT 780 PAGE 


x FREE CATALOG 


SUPERCYCLE, THE ADULT 
LIFESTYLE BIKING 
MAGAZINE 

Getting high in the 80's 

Futuristic Superdrugs & 

Serene Mind Machines 

Building the Un-Harley 


| *PERFORMANCE *TOURING 
| *eDIRT 


eSTREET 


*PLUS REPLACEMENT PARTS 
ALL MAKES AND MODELS 


All Purchases Guaranteed 


"ON ANY SUNDAY mc." 


Catalog Dept: 


1250 S. Lake St., Mundelein, Ill. 60060 


(312) 566-2122 


Skin Deep Beauty 

10 Righteous Riding 

Positions 

$9.00 for 12 issues or send 
$1.50 for a sample copy to: 


Please Include $1.00 For Postage & Handling 


"If This Catalog Doesn't Have It, 


God Doesn't Want You To Have It." 


POWER PUBLICTIONS 
15599 GRAHAM ST. 
HUNTINGTONBEACH CA. 





“SURE GLAD I GOT MY LOCKHART SYSTEM” 








Bike camping is great, but some people 
don't know when to stop packing. With that 
extra weight, the engine used to get hot 
enough to roast marshmallows! 

Then | got the Lockhart cooler. Cools oil 
30-70°, reducing friction and extending 
my engine's life. Bought a BP-180 
Thermostat too. Turns off the cooler in cold 
weather to eliminate overcooling. It's the 
only all-season system! 

Sure glad | got my Lockhart. But what 
am | going to do with that guitar? 


ii LOCAIRVART 


Lockhart Industries Inc., 15707 Texaco St., Paramount, CA (213) 633-4551 
NEW KITS: Suzuki Fours, Yamaha 750/1100, Kawa 650 
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WHY WE TOUR ...... Continued from page 52 
benches, | feel a certain mental comfort. 
Cold rain crackling like popcorn against 
my face shield reacquaints me with the 
power of the elements and my relation- 
ship to them. 

On a solo tour with no radio, what 
occupies your mind? Mine wanders, and it 
wonders. What would | do if | hit the lottery 
big? If | lost my job? If that car pulled out in 
front of me and | was paralyzed for life? | 
compute average miles per hour and 
miles per gallon, sing the greatest hits of 
the 1960s in the concert hall of my Bell 
Star and puzzle about what really moves 
the universe. Where have | been, and 
what will | be doing in five years? Mental 
trash-can scouring. 

Touring will help us strike a balance 
between the convenient, antiseptic, fully 
controlled, plastic-stamped environment 
we seem headed for, and a style of living 
more in touch with ourselves, others and 
the natural stage upon which we strut and 
fret daily. 

These days it's damned hard to find 
anything new and challenging to tackle. 
Everest has been climbed dozens of 
times. The oceans are jammed with dar- 
ing navigators attempting to sail around 
the world alone. Fifty years after Lind- 
bergh's historic flight from New York to 
Paris | duplicated his feat in the tourist 
section of a 747, a daring accomplish- 
ment shared by every other passenger 
and every piece of cargo aboard. Person- 
ally, the most dangerous thing l've done in 
the last week is sit at the same table with a 
cigarette smoker. 

There are few frontiers left for the per- 
son who wants to pit himself against ad- 
versity, to find out where he stands when 
he must stand alone. Some of us tourers 
go out to test our resourcefulness and pit 
ourselves against something. Little but 
inevitable inconveniences occur on tour, 
forcing us to use our minds, to deal with 
hardships and maybe to suffer a little. The 


-engine dies during a drizzly ride in the 


mountains. You coast to a stop and smile 
grimly. This is it. Either | get it going 
myself, or it’s a long call for help. 

Or the skies open up like the Second 
Flood. You and your buddy roll into a 
restaurant, pull the checkered cloth and 
chessmen out of the Crown Royal bag 
and prepare to drink coffee till your kid- 
neys pop. But the restaurant closes in an 
hour, it’s dark, and there are no camp- 
grounds or motels for fifty miles. What will 
you do? You don’t know for sure, but you 
smile grimly again because you know that 
when the time comes, you'll do what has 
to be done and it'll work out for the best. It 
always does. Or it's late and cold on an 
Ohio two-laner. You're so tired your eyes 
are crossing. Again, the knowing, can't- 
lose smile. You park on a side road, 
stretch out on the dew-dampened grass 
and sleep. 

Handling these hardships is satisfying 

(Continued on page 92) 
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WHATEVER YOUR IDEA OF FUN, 
DUNLOP HAS A TIRE THAT TAKES IT 
SERIOUSLY 2: soo cna ive you tres nat 


Our K-81 was developed from our TT100 racing tire—the first to sport a triangular tread 
so it could grip even at a forty-five degree lean. Now we've added the K-81 Mark Il, in basic 
black or raised white letters that make it look as good as it goes. 

Our K-91 rear tire, the first belted/bias street tire, was also developed from racing rub- 
ber—our KR-91 belted endurance racing tire. And now we've introduced the K-91 Mark II 
rear tire, the first tire built to be used either with or without a tube. 

The K-91 Mark II front/rear tire performance package has been especially tuned for the 
American road to give responsive handling as well as extended mileage. 

The K-81 Mark Il and K-91 Mark II are only two of Dunlop's vast stable of race-bred tires. 
Check them all out at your cycle shop. Whichever Dunlop tire fits your style of riding, you 
can be sure it'll take your fun as seriously as you do. 


More motorcycles ride on Dunlop than any other tire in the world. 
The Tire Pros 


aa aaa d z abun’oe Tire & Rubber Corporation 
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BIKE SUPPLIES, INC. 
751 Monroe Way 


Placentia, CA 92670 
(714) 993-2603 


Send 25¢ for catalog with small decal ($1 with large decal) 
Solid aluminum bars $18.95 plus $2.00 ppd. (Calif. residents add 6% sales tax). 
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Touring Torque 


Touring riders are wei aware of the 
need for additional passing andi hill- 
climbing power when traveling with 
the load of a passenger, touring fairing 
or luggage. Denco Monocone exhaust 
headers are engineered to give your 
Kawasaki pulling power where you 
need it, and improve gas mileage as 
well. Quietly, too, to make your hours 
on the road that much more enjoy- 
able. Available black or chrome from 
your local Kawasaki dealer or acces- 
sory shop. Only the Denco Monocone 
offers: 

e Precise fit — simple installation 
e Unrestricted access to oil.filter 
e Retains side and center stand 


* Unlimited accessory clearance 

* Rebuildable SQM muffler core 

e Premium quality construction 
Denco also manufactures a com- 

plete line of ZI/KZQOO/KZIOOO engine 

components for the touring rider in- 

cluding 1075cc big bore pistons and 

computer designed camshaft sets. 

Send $2.00 for our new catalog. 


£/7C7 


Denco Industries, Inc. 
4543 Enterprise 
Fremont, Ca. 94538 
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WHY WE TOUR ..... Continued from page 90 
and gives me a sense of confidence and 
well-being. Despite our easy lives, the 
specter of disaster is always present in the 
forms of political conflicts, tornados, 
earthquakes, blizzards, etc. After solving 
these little road emergencies, | know that 
if things ever go to pieces in a big way, | 
can cope, | will handle it, and above 
all | shall endure. 

Look back on your touring experiences 
as | have on mine. Which were the best 
trips? Have you had some soul-searing, 
self-illuminating moments on tours which 
have helped you to define yourself to 
yourself and which you'll remember for 
years? | have. My grand moments in- 
volved at least one of several elements: 
rain, cold, a breakdown, a companion, a 
campfire, or most of the above. Though | 
have traveled many more miles on four 
wheels than on two, no such illuminating 
incidents have occurred while puttering 
down the freeway in a Belchfire V8. And I 
sincerely doubt that any would mirac- 
ulously present themselves if my friend 
and | donned double-knit leisure suits and 
paraded to this week's in-spot to chatter 
and sip diet beer from crystal long-stems. 
Real living does not thrive in an artificial 
environment. That is not life, and never 
will be. 

In the past, touring riders stood out 
from the crowd. In their travels they had 
been in lots of tight spots and pushed 
their way out of them free and clear. They 
manhandled Harleys, smoked and drank, 
talked rough enough to strip the enamel 
right off your teeth and were more than a 
little fearsome. Today, however, the popu- 
larity of motorcycling is making the hard- 
line lunatic tourer an endangered spe- 
cies. The moment any sport becomes 
popular, the manufacturers leap in and 
begin "improving" it by "making it easier." 
The corporate moguls figure that in order 
for the general public to accept and par- 
ticipate, and in order for the companies to 
make bigger bucks, the sport must be 
relatively safe, convenient and simple for 
the dunderheaded masses. Soon, the lu- 
natic purists are swept away by a wave of 
profilers doing it the easy way. The purists 
feel sold out because their club is no 
longer exclusive, because the red badge 
of courage is no longer necessary for 
participation and because the initiates 
aren't paying their dues like they did back 
in the good ol’ days. 

These changes are not necessarily 
bad. Ten or 15 years ago motorcyclists 
began spending millions on bikes that 
didn’t leak or vibrate yet went faster, cost 
less and twirled into life with the push of a 
button. With that technology came some 
real advances in motorcycling. 

A similar change is occurring in the 
touring sector right now. Two decades 
ago only lunatics rode motorcycles at all, 
so therefore only the most raving loonies 
toured. They rode the big British or Ameri- 

(Continued on page 94) 
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- Now YOU Can Be A MOTORCYCLE 
MECHANIC ......... 


you what to do, how to do it... 
guide you every step of the way 
to become a skilled motorcycle mechanic. 


If you like to ride a bike for fun . . . learn how to fix it for profit! 
Can you imagine a better way to earn your living whether you choose 
to work in a cycle shop for somebody else or decide to start your 
own cycle repair business. Now, thanks to North American, there's 
a fast, easy way to get training at home in your spare time. No need 
to quit school or job. Experts show you step-by-step everything 
from minor tune-ups to major overhauls. 


Wrenches, sockets, test instruments and more... 
You Get Everything for a Fast Start! 
^w. a RUE] DES) eee Eee Ee 









Riders Year After Year 


Registered motor- 
cycles in U.S.A. 
Source: Stat. Abs. 


Cycles are big business 


Motorcycle 
5 of U.S.A. Prepared registration 
by Bur. of Census. increased by 
4 nearly 300% 

in the ten 
years from 
1965 to 1975. 
And there 
were over 5 
million cycles 
registered last 
year — and 
they all re- 
quire mainte- 
nance, 


2 Million 


'65 '67 '69 '71 '73 '75 





Motorcycle Shops Employ Qualified 


Mechanics Has your bike ever been out 
of action waiting for needed repairs? Some 
shops don’t have enough mechanics on 
hand to take care of everyone as fast as 
they would like.. Opportunities vary in dif- 
ferent areas, and we cannot promise you 
a job. But survey shows that 70.6% of 
our graduates seeking work, found jobs. 
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Your Future is in Your Own Hands 

You can decide for yoürself whether 
you want to work for someone else or get 
into your own cycle repair business. Start 
in your spare time repairing cycles at 
home — or get a job with a motorcycle 
shop! After you've been a working me- 
chanic, you can decide whether you want 
to start your own repair business. 


You'll Be the Center of 


Attraction in Your Circle of Friends 
Enjoy the admiration of friends and 
neighbors as they flock around to watch 

you tear down and tune up 

all kinds of motorcycles. E. dd 
And just think of the sat- = $È 
isfaction in knowing e 
you've got the best 
performing bike in 
town. Plus, you can 
make extra dollars 
fixing motorcycles 
for friends and A 
neighbors. 


SEND THIS POSTAGE-PAID 
COUPON-ENVELOPE FOR FREE FACTS 


Because opportunities vary from one 
area to another, we cannot tell what your 
earning potential may be. But we encour- 
age you to check on job opportunities in 
your neighborhood because according to 
a survey, 70.6% of our graduates seeking 
employment, found jobs. Get all the facts 
now ...without obligation. No sales- 
man will call. 

NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR 
4500 Campus Dr., Dept. EA078, Newport Beach, CA 92663 













We send you special cycle tools and 


precision test instruments... yours 
to keep in your action-packed ca- 
reer. Everything explained in easy- 
to-understand language, complete 
with drawings, diagrams, photo- 
graphs. You learn engine design, 
carburetion, electrical systems... 
as well as frame repair, wheels, 
shocks, transmission, valves, every- 
thing from routine maintenance to 


SENT FREE 


Rush FREE color 
brochure and full 
information on how | 
can learn Motorcycle 
Repair for only a few 
dollars a month. 


—  . FOLD IN HALF HERE, Pe 


. SEAL ALL SIDES (Glue or Tape) AND MAIL 


. FOLD IN HALF.. 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY 


NORTH AMERICAN 





BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 


No Postage Stamp Necessary If Mailed in the United States 


MOTORCYCLE REPAIR 
“Careers through Home Study" 


4500 Campus Drive, University Plaza 
Newport Beach, California 92663 






MAIL THIS HANDY POSTAGE- 
PAID COUPON-ENVELOPE... 


Cut out entire Business Reply Envelope 
(both panels) along dotted lines. Fill in 
your name and address below. Seal all 
sides (tape or paste). Mail today! NO 
POSTAGE STAMP IS NECESSARY! 


Motorcycle Sales Mean 
Profits for Repairmen 


Cycles are big business, . . and so is fixing them! 
There are more than 5 million motorcycles 
registered in the U.S. today. Plus an estimated 


million more dirt bikes, No wonder there is i 


work for the skilled repairman. 


Dept. EA078 


Name. z 
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Address. 
City. 





State. Zip 





SEAL ALL SIDES (GLUE OR TAPE) AND MAIL 
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THINK 


TWICE! 


BEFORE YOU INVEST 
IN AN ELECTRONIC 
IGNITION SYSTEM. 


When you get right down to it, there are really only TWO 
types of electronic ignition: Capacitive Discharge and 
Transistorized-Inductive. We make both types. Our CDI 
systems offer the ultimate in power and reliability for racing 
or high-performance street bikes. Our transistor systems can 
save you money and maintenance and will work with stock 
or high-output coils. Both represent the latest in electronic 
technology applied to ignition system design. Both were 
developed and proven on the race track, so they will live a 
long, long time on the street. 


We also have a REV-LIMITER. This plug-in accessory can 
save your engine if you miss a gear. And battery packs for 
road racers. And technical assistance if you need it — before 
or after you buy. 


Reliability? Ours is the highest. We back that statement with 
a FIVE-YEAR WARRANTY. Competition use included. 
And we back our warranty with very fast emergency service. 
We'll fly a spare part to you if necessary — at our expense. 
Nice to know if you're planning any long trips. 


We have ignition systems and related components for all 
in-line fours, Yamaha's RD-350/400 and TZ road racers, and 
others. Please call or write regarding your specific application. 


[ROWERS ac 


210 PACIFIC DRIVE * BOLINGBROOK, ILLINOIS 60439 
TELEPHONE (312) 739-6682 
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WHY WE TOUR ..... Continued from page 92 
can twins. Their only concessions to the 
hardships and practicalities of the road 
were panniers or saddlebags, and a wind- 
shield .. . maybe. In those days cars 
were cars and bikes were bikes. No one 
ever confused the two. But that was back 
then. How often have we heard Honda’s 
Gold Wing referred to as a two-wheeled 
car? How much closer does the compari- 
son become when we add fairing, sad- 
dlebags, travel trunk and trailer? 

All this is great for the safety and conve- 
nience of the riders who currently tour. 
But things could get too good. That pool 
of hard-line lunatic fanatics is gradually 
becoming diluted by all the weekend en- 
thusiasts with someplace to go and a few 
bucks to spend. If the time ever comes 
when two-wheeled automobiles ridden by 
four-wheeled people absolutely dominate 
motorcycling, we won't be special any- 
more. Pump jockeys will see us as just 
another empty tank. 

If you've been touring for, say, 10 years, 
and have moved through the ranks from 
lightweights to the multis, from bare es- 
sentials to full-dress, from 10 horses to 60 
or more, have you perhaps found that the 
bigger and more elaborate your equip- 
ment has gotten, the less satisfying tour- 
ing becomes? When touring becomes too 
comfortable, too easy, and as non-special 
as automobile travel, it will regrettably be 
the end of touring. 

Touring, it seems to me, has a natural 
balance. Travel on a primitive, crippled 
motorcycle may be adventurous but it's 
no fun. On the other hand, those rolling 
option lists that only begin as motorcycles 
should remind us that we can buy the 
enjoyment right out of touring. Some- 
where between these extremes is an area 
of rich experience, a balance point of 
invigorating struggle with adequate safety 
and convenience. | submit that for most of 
us it lies a little to the east of shakers, 
leakers, total-loss electrics, lashed on 
bundles that unlash themselves, and sus- 
pensions that go crunch in the night. But 
it’s also a little west of CBs, stereophonic 
tapes, ice chests, eleven-second quarter 
miles and pop-up tent trailers. 

You will not find a hair shirt hanging in 
my closet. Nor will you find neatly folded 
sackcloths and a box of ashes in my 
dresser drawer. l'll admit that, all else 
being equal, I'll choose to ride the bike 
with the fairing over the one without every 
time. I’ve enjoyed the easy riding of Hon- 
damatic drive. | am opposed to neither 
touring accessories nor new develop- 
ments. But | do realize that the most 
memorable, the best tours of my life were 
the ones on little, unfaired mid-sizers. My 
point is not that 1000cc full-dressers 
would have ruined these tours. They 
would not. My point is simply that they 
wouldn't have made them any better. Re- 
member, the elements of a good tour 
cannot be found in your equipment; they 
reside in your heart and guts. e 

CYCLE 





THE BEAST ............ Continued from page 30 ) 
maha TZ350s, factory-built snowmobile THE FINEST MOTORCYCLE CLOTHING 
LARGEST PARTS 


racers, Harley-Davidson Top Fuel drag- IN THE WORLD The finest custom 
sters. The street TC Kawasaki accelerates made leathers for the CITY INVENTORY IN U.S. 
harder than all of these except the Top tfanality pleasure or.sport riders Complete Machine Shop Service 


Fueler. Engine speed must be high when 


Fact direct only. j : à 
ie. Catalog available Electronic Balancing e Resleeving _ 
leaving the line, and the throttle must be 


Seed lt PEM CATALOG Boring e Rebuilt Crankshaft Exchange 
open for the boost to be up; get all that ts ONE DAY SERVICE! 
organized properly and the TC will yank 2443 S.E. DIVISION, PORTLAND, ORE.97202 111 N.E. Union e Portland, OR 97232 
you down the strip like nothing else you've (503) 233-8478 

ever ridden. But the trip back up the 
return road is almost as astonishing: rid- 
den moderately, the TC feels, sounds and 
acts a lot like a box stocker. 

That sounds like the best of both 
worlds. Under most conditions the bike 
has the moderate manners it was born 
with; ask it to produce power and it will 
produce more than anything else on the 
street—more, under most circumstances, 
than you can ever hope to use. 

If the TC concept is flawed in any 
general way, it is the substantial hole at 
the center of the bike's performance char- 
acter. At one end of the spectrum it runs 
like a stocker. It idles, doesn't overheat, 
gets over 40 mpg and doesn't make very 
much noise. At the other end of the spec- 
trum it goes so damn fast that it is at best 
impractical and at worst unbearable. 
There does not appear to be much middle 
ground here, middle ground being de- 
fined as a transition envelope wherein the 
bike produces power output that is pleas- 
antly more robust than stock without 
being terrifying. The TC Kawasaki is like a 
switchblade: open or closed. Its perfor- 
mance can be adjusted by loosening up 


the preload on the waste gate to reduce FOUNDED 1969 


maximum boost, but the TC’s rather snap- 
pish upper-end character remains as an LEARN 
MOTORCYCLE 














inescapable legacy of the turbocharger 
and all the ducting that goes with it. 
Ultimately the potential Z1-R TC buyer 
is faced with a real thicket of pluses and 
minuses. The pluses are the tidiness of 
the installation, the bike’s comparatively Chicago Campus 2840 North Halsted Street Chicago. llinois 60657 312-929-0771 
unfussy low-speed manners, the amount Florida Campus 13700 N.W. 19th Ave.. Bay 14 Miami. Florida 33054 305-685-6466 
of development work which has gone into 
the complete turbo kit, the utter reliability 
of the. Rajay unit itself, the toughness of 
the KZ1000 engine and the absolutely 


staggering amount of power the. tur- THE OLDEST AND LARGEST 


bocharged engine produces. Minuses? 
No warranty, the potential necessity for 

; additional owner improvements, the kitted EXCLUSIVE MOTORCYCLE 
engine’s cold-starting cold-bloodedness, 
no significant mid-range torque or horse- 
power increase over stock, and the he- MECHANICS SCHOOL 
reditary turbo lag, which makes going fast 

f down a twisty road a particularly challeng- 
ing proposition. £ S 

But all of these pale to insignificance in THE U. of. 

when the potential buyer faces up to the 
only real question there is: does he gen- 
uinely want to go as fast as the tur- 
bocharged Kawasaki Z1-R TC can carry 
him? If the response is yes, then the TC is 
the only bike on the market that will be 
satisfactory. If the answer is no, then the Address 
advice must be to stay as far away from City 
this machine as you can get. © 
AUGUST 1978 
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AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE MECHANICS SCHOOL motorcycle mechanics fill out 
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“Rainbow Stickers” 
“Factory Stickers” 
“Over 500 Different Stickers” 


For 1978 picture catalog, order form and 5 
samples; Send $2.00 to:. Stick-Em-Up 


1858 Catalina Ct., Livermore, Ca. 94550 
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Dept. CW 

Phoenix, Arizona 85021 
{602) 944-1783 


STYLE 480 (Jacket) | « 
STYLE 440 (Pants) 


96 











CAN-AM 370 .......... Continued from page 43 
cast-in bosses that serve as fulcrum 
points for prying the components apart 
with a screwdriver. To protect the cases 
from the chain, the 370 has a very close- 
fitting horseshoe case-saver for the coun- 
tershaft sprocket. The fit is so precise that 
Can-Am includes a new saver with each 
countershaft sprocket they sell. To help 
prevent accidental chain derailment over 
rough terrain, the centers of the coun- 
tershaft and the swing-arm pivot are only 
76mm (three inches) apart. 

The 370 gearbox has the same ratios as 
the 250, but the gears themselves are 
wider and stronger. Credit for the 370's 
rocket starts largely goes to the gearbox 
and the way it shifts. The ratios are prop- 
erly spaced, though in truth it would be 
difficult to mismatch a gearbox to an 
engine that has the Can-Am's kind of 
power. More important to quick starts is 
the rapidity and accuracy with which the 
gearbox shifts. Change-ups go through 
clean and fast even under full power. The 
quality of the gearbox showed up in dis- 
tance gained from the starting gate to the 
first turn. Downshifts, as well as upshifts, 
could be made with precision and ease. 

The main bearings do not ride directly 
in the aluminum cases. Rather, the bear- 
ings fit into nylon inserts that have been 
pressed into the cases. It's actually possi- 
ble to slip the main bearings into the nylon 
inserts without using a press. When the 
engine is running and up to temperature, 
the outer races of the main bearings are 
held secure in the nylon liners. The outer 
races of the main bearings will not spin in 
the nylon, nor will the inserts turn in the 
aluminum case. Different coefficients of 
expansion of the components— bearings, 
liners and cases—insure that there's no 
unwanted slippage. 

According to Can-Am, the mains will 
not orbit inside the nylon liners, though 
the nylon has some resilience which helps 
damp out a bit of the natural imbalance 
inherent in single-cylinder engines. This 
nylon liner for the bearing races is a 
design feature peculiar to Can-Am; the 
inserts were first used on the drive side of 
the rotary engines to help cushion the 
pounding which the magnesium cases 
took in the main bearing areas, and this 
system has been carried over to the alu- 
minum-cased 370. 

The 370 has a magnetically-triggered, 
magneto-energized Bosch electronic 
CDI. Its stator/rotor is an inside-out de- 
sign (similar to the Honda CR250R's), but 
the Can-Am does not have a way to adjust 
the timing externally. The ignition case 
cover has a small plastic timing-inspec- 
tion plug; removing the plug uncovers a 
timing mark on the rotor so that the igni- 
tion advance can be checked quickly. 
Bosch ignitions, once upon a time, were 
trouble-prone on Can-Am motorcycles; 
currently their reliability record is good. 

The 36mm Bing carburetor, in part re- 

(Continued on page 98) 











SUPER RADAR DETECTORS 
FOR MOTORCYCLES 


WAKE UP AMERICA! 


, 4 " 
Features: Weatherproof - Covers all 
police radar - Exceeds all military 
specs + Loud P.A. speaker - Can be 
operated with gloves on - Solid brass 
internal parabolic antenna & wave- 
guide - Legal - Heavy bar mounting 
included + Total satisfaction guaran- 
teed or full refund if returned within 30 
days. 


Interstate Cycle Scout—$159.25. The 
Convoy Scout for cars (same internals 
but not weatherproof, built-in speak- 
er)—$149.95. 

Mastercharge & Visa welcome on 
radar detectors. 


your motorcycle today? 


Copyright 1978 

This is the most beautiful slogan in 
the world. This sticker is heavy vinyl 
and can be pulled off and moved on 
your car, truck or bed in one piece. 
FEATURES: Improves value of your 
car; Covers holes and rust; Dishwasher 
safe; Gives car drivers some class!! 


The posters, T-Shirts and post cards 
have the picture and slogan shown 
above. The poster is intended for your 
living room or office. Autographed upon 
request. This stuff makes great gifts!! 


Postcards 15¢ 
Vinyl Bumper Stickers . . 
$1.00 ea. for 3 or more 
Tie Clips . . . $2.25 ea. or $2.00 ea. for 3 
or more 
Battle Ribbons . . 
for 3 or more 
Posters . . . $2..00 ea. or 3 for $5.00 
T-shirts- = 95:75.. 2 S2 M, G XE 
Order From: 
CHUCK FOWLER 
C/O Highway Drydock Corporation 
P.O. Box 554, Addison, Ill. 60101 
(707) 763-8241 CY8 


Brochure included with orders 
Dealers inquiries invited. 


. $1.25 ea. or 


. $2.25 ea. or $2.00 ea. 





CYCLE 





Free Gifts 
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Team Design or Plain 


Long Sleeve NYLON JERSEY $8.9 


Vivid Team Colors - top-quality ve 
made by our own craftsmen Cycle name on 
Sizes Adult S-M-L-XL, Child 6-8, 10-12, 14- 


No 11 Yamaha, No 12 Honda, No 13, Suzuki, No. 14 Kawasaki 


NYLON M/X JERSEY 





$5% each 
SHORT SLEEVE T Col 
$49 each $8% each ya's gest U 
No Larien Personalized Jt ipe rae 
te a0 Me Mo AE jersey. Cycle action YAMAHA 
No 92 Red Ub ERE design on chest 
3 é No. 93 Green No. 93P 76 Yam 78 Suz 
Our top-quality ventilated nylon jersey, No. 84 Gold No. 94P 77 Hon 79 Kaw 


long or short sleeves, no team 
markings. 5 colors. With no lettering 


(No. 90, 15, etc.) or PERSONALIZED $7% each — $1199 each 
(No. 90P, 15P, etc.) 1 or 2 lines of No Lettering Personalized 
letters, up to 10 per line. 1 or 2 giant No. 15 White No. 15P 
numerals. Use special lines in order No 16 Black No. 16P 
blank. No. 17 Red No. 17P 
NO CODs ON PERSONALIZED JERSEYS No. 18 Green No. 18P 
Sizes: Adult S-M-L-XL Child 6-8, 10-12, 1416 No. 19 Gold No. 19P 


Genuine VESSEL 


IMPACT DRIVER 
No 60 $9.9? complete 


With 4 bits, heavy metal case 


Unbreakable 
LEVER ASSEMBLY 


$7.99 
~i 


set 
No. 35 

Guaranteed unbreakable brake and 
clutch levers. Mount to any handle- 
bars without removing grips. Black 


UTILITY BAG $4.99 


Tough simulated leather. Team design. Inner 
loop for safe mounting. 5"x7'27 


No 65 Yam 
No 66 Hon 
No 67 Suz 
No 68 Kaw 
No 69 No 
Name 


Vented 
DUCKBILL 
$249 each 


Fits all helmets 
No. 48 Black 
No 49 Yellow 
No 50 White 


CHAIN BRACELET $2. 


No. 70 Boy's 


| ea | No. 80 Adult 


Heavy Chrome Finish 


NEW M/X GLOVES 





$7.9 pr. 


$6.3 pr. 
Heavily padded lon wend 
tough black vinyl. cami? bro 
Adjustable. Sizes S-M-L-XL 
No. 36 Gloves No. 37 Gloves 















PERSONALIZED TEAM JERSEY 


With Short or 
Long Sleeves 


Your name or other 
message on back of nylon 
team jersey. One or 2 
lines, 10 letters maximum 
per line. Numeral (your 
choice) from 0 to 99 
Jerseys described at left 
and below. Use special 
lines in order blank 





ntilated 100% nylon jersey 
chest and sleeves 
16 


- No Team Name 
Plain or With 
Your Lettering 





Short Sleeve 
Nylon Jersey 


11P Yam 
12P Hon 
Sizes Adult S-M-L-XL 


13P Suz NO 


wm Sleeve $12.99 - Short Sleeve $9.99 
76P Yam 
14P Kaw CODs 77P Hon 
Child 6-8. 10.12, 14-16 si 
eo000000000006000000000000 6 Removable hip, knee pads. 


pockets will accomodate cups. 


Waist Sizes 24-26-28-30-32-34-36-38-40 









REGULAR $189 


78P Suz BUCKS A PAIR! Fine quality, highly 
79P Kaw protective, smartly styled. We 
make'em nont Team name both 


ides, ti^ colors 


Heavy 14-oz. Denim 


M/X PANTS 
NOW $16% 


Team Names and Colors 


We've sold thousands at full price 
Order TODAY and SAVE TWO BIG 


stripes 


$2 OFF ALL DENIMS 
5-Day Delivery Guaranteed! 





Knee 





LONG SLEEVE 


Team Cap $ $ 


Heavy twill, brilliant team colors. 


XE I 
Crossbar Pads 


Team Colors 
8"$2** e 12729 





99 








21 Yam 23 Suz 
22 Hon 24 Kaw 
E H 


HEX GRIPS 
$2.49 pr. 





One size fits all 


41 Yam 43 Suz 
42 Hon 44 Kaw 
45 Plain Black 


Sue ab gh No, 100 Plain PERSONALIZED 
o i .49 - r. $9. ive lettering 99 
Quality gras (it ai em cv oes nme nd in eee 2 ene 
UMS Yellow M rs 101 aed 103 med hs es 
40 Black EO Bor 466-c8 Abbeville Alsbome 36310 102 Honda — 104 Kawasaki 106 Husqvarna 108 Can-Am 


mend me ier rom mmm rena eee eL LL 
P. 0. Box 455-C8 
Abbeville, Alabama 36310 


Lettering m 
Here for i 
DM 
r NYLON 
| "PANTS WAY BUNGIE with $20 order 








ENDURO GRIPS $1°° pr. 


^ Scrambler Type No 55 2 pr, $349 
4. 49 Fits all bikes. Black only 








Chest Protector $8% 


In bright team colors. One size fits all 
51 Yam 52 Hon 53 Suz 54 Kaw 
61 Hod 62 Husq 63 Bul 64 Can-Am 


— i 






PRODUCTS, INC. Phone 205/585-3588 


“FREE GIFTS! Free BUNGIE CORD with $10 order Free 4 


*5.DAY DELIVERY GUARANTEED or your money back if you 
send cash or MO. or Credit Card Checks take 2 weeks to 
clear our bank Allow extra week for custom-lettered items 

“Order $20 or more and we ship FREE! 










Adult S-M-L-XL Child 6-8. 10-12. 14.16 


M/X RACING TANK COVER $8.” 


Team Design or Plain 


heavy-duty simulated leather 


No. 26 Yam 
No. 27 Hon 


RACING GOGGLES 
$599 9 2/$999 


No. 59 


Fender 





Quick Release POSTAGE No 109 


THROTTLE SET $4.9 


For super-fast throttle action. Extra-large 


nylon head. Nylon tube and cable stop 


Dummy grip included. Fits all handlebars 


TEAM SOCKS $2.% 


REMEMBER: 
FULL GUARANTEE 
on everything sold. 
5-DAY DELIVERY 
or your money back. 
FREE GIFTS with 
$10 order or more. 








Snug-fitting snap-on cover of 


prevents scratches, scrapes and 
nicks In bright team colors, team 
design lettering Fits all tanks 

No. 28 Suz 
No. 29 Kaw 


No. 30 No Team Name m) 


-— America's Greatest Value! 


Unbreakable, ventilated, adjustable. With 3 
interchangeable lenses (clear, amber, green) 


FLAP $1. 49 fully padded, with 


sion, weather and 
wind. Scotchguard 
finish repels water 
Heavy black plastic and stains. Machine 
with mounting washable. Talon 
hardware WE PAY heavy-duty zippers 






No. 71 Yamaha $16.99 No 85 Hodaka — $16.99 
No. 72 Honda $16.99 No. 86 Husqvarna $16.99 
No. 73 Suzuki $16.99 No 87 Bultaco $16.99 
No. 74 Kawaski $1699 No. 88 Cam-Am $1699 







Red, White, Blue Stripes, No Cycle Name 
No. 75 Pants, Reg. $17, NOW $1539 















Your Name or Other Message 
on Stylish Heavy Denim 


M/X PANTS 
Reg. $24». NOW $229 


Our top-quality heavy blue denims, as 
described above, PERSONALIZED FOR YOU 
Up to 10 letters each side. 3 colorful trim 
styles. Use special lines in order blank. No 
CODs 

Waist: 24-26-28-30-32-34-36-38-40 

No. 56P Gold and Black Stripes 

No. 57P Red and White Stripes 

No. 58P Green and White Stripes 




















NYLON ap PANTS 


Personalized, 
Team Name; 
or Plain 








Heavy nylon pants. 





leam name or your 
name or other 
message in bold 
letters across back 
Glossy nylon resists 
tears, snags. abra- 






Snap rear pocket. Two 
brilliant color choices 





Waist Sizes 24-26-28-30-32-34-36-38-40 
Colors. Racing BLUE with REO trim, OR GOLD with BLACK 
trim. SPECIFY COLOR No 100P (No CODs) 
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- P L H for PERSONALIZED JERSEY WE Orders under $20 add $1 shipping 
p= rint Lettering Here for COD Orders add $2 shippin 
10 letters Numeral | GUARANTEE ee 
7 ers 4 TOTAL 
maximum Everything 
E each line We Sell! 
E Need O Cash Enclosed 
n eeu more Name ==> ed O Ship COD; | enclose $2 deposit 
ma space? Use OmM.0 C) MasterCharge Exp. Date 
B separate Address E ANE --— ET - O Check O VISA (BankAmericard) ——— 
sheet. Card 
L iy = _ State _ Ap. No. 








Maxim Lock Company 


Write or Call Toll Free 
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4314 N. Western Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60618 


800/874-0645 


THE FINEST ANTI-THEFT DEVICE AVAILABLE 
(fllsxu/m7B Maximum Security Locking Cable 


For the best protection, we offer a full 5/8" , six-strand high 
carbon steel cable with a total of 234 wires and a strength 
of 260,000 Ibs. per sq. in. — far more resistant to cutting 
than a solid link of the same diameter. To protect finishes, 
we coat the cable with 1/8'' of vinyl, giving a total diameter 
of 3/4", and make it a full 7 feet long, so that you can 
secure it to immovable objects. And, our lock is as strong as 
the cable — 1-3/4" of high tensile cold steel with a 
concealed joint. It is finished in black chrome for 
durability. The joint between cable and component cannot 
be pulled apart. Finally, there is a virtually unpickable, 
7-tumbler tubular key lock. An optional carrying case 
stores the cable neatly, and mounts easily to any 
motorcycle. At a low $39.95 (carrying case $9.95 
additional — add $3.00 for shipping) can you afford to be 
without Maxim protection? See your dealer, or if not 
stocked, send check or money order today. 


M!2sum76 


Florida Residents Call Collect 
904/255-0295 


FOR FREE INFORMATION: 


AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE Name: 


INSTITUTE 


P. O. Box 9128 


Daytona Beach, Fla. 32020 


Street: 
City: State: Zip: 
Phone: ( ) 








If it goes on 

a bike, we make 
a cover to 
protect it. 


TOURING 
PACK 


LUGGAGE 
RACK 


SADDLE 
BAGS 


CUSTOM 

SEAT 
CRASH 
BARS 


Protect your bike and 
accessories from 
theft, vandalism and 
bad weather with a 
quality Ga-Zee-Bo 
motorcycle cover. 


344ee Be. 


BY: TEX-ALL COMPANY, INC., 
PHONE TOLL-FREE (800) 521-7916 


FES — THANKS, GA-ZEE-BO 


FAIRING 


RADAR 
DETECTOR 


SEND FOR A FREE 
CATALOG OR 
ORDER FROM 
YOUR 

, FAVORITE DEALER 
TODAY. 


MOTORCYCLE COVERS 


14001 N. McKINLEY RD., MONTROSE, MI 48457 
IN MICHIGAN (800) 482-0988 





CIRCLE NO. 34 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 











CAN-AM 370 .......... Continued from page 96 
sponsible for the easy starting, has a 
standard “Mikuni type” choke lever and 
an additional cold-weather primer plung- 
er, but in sunny California we didn’t need 
the cold-weather feature. It reportedly 
works quite well in frigid conditions. 

Like other Can-Ams, the 370 has a quiet 
expansion chamber and muffling system. 
The header pipe is routed up and along 
the left side of the tank. To tuck the pipe in 
snugly to the frame, five cylinder head fins 
have been trimmed. Even so, the pipe will 
still toast your leathers when you sit for- 
ward on the tank to negotiate tight turns. 
Once past the tank the exhaust system 
presses tightly against the frame and ter- 
minates with a Super Trapp muffler. The 
Super Trapp muffles the 370 down below 
86 dB(A) (the California limit for off-road 
motorcycles as proposed by the EPA for 
1980 standards). The Can-Am is the only 
open class motocrosser that is legal in 
stock trim. Consequently the Can-Am is 
also approved for riding in National For- 
ests with designated off-road trails. 

The Can Am's front suspension is the 
latest magnesium Marzocchi ZTi with 
38mm tubes. The sliders hold 365cc of 
fluid per leg and a 19 pound-inch spring. 
Unlike other Marzocchi forks we have 
tested, the 370's fork didn't need the usual 
break-in period. The Marzocchi produces 
just over nine inches of front wheel travel. 
Fork action was excellent. 

A good air fork has the infinite ad- 
justability that pressurized air can pro- 
vide. This led us to try accessory air caps 
on the standard oil/spring Marzocchi. 
With air caps, the 370's fork responded 
just as progressively as the fork without 
caps. The difference between "air" and 
"airless" forking became apparent when 
we changed our riding to include deep 
sand whoops. The unmodified oil/spring 
fork bottomed over the largest bumps. 
With 14 psi in each leg, the fork would not 
bottom over rough terrain. By adding a 
heavier oil the fork resisted bottoming out, 
but the increased viscosity made the fork 
respond slower and left it quite stiff ove! 
smaller bumps. 

The rear suspension is handled by a 
pair of emulsion-type gas-charged Girling 
shocks. As with all Girlings, the shocks 
are not rebuildable, but you can replace 
the entire body for around $31. Girling 
has upgraded its shocks, and the units on 
the 370, with increased oil capacity, re- 
sisted fading longer than before. 

Even with the larger shock bodies the 
new Girlings begin to fade around the 30- 
minute mark. For longer motos or ex- 
tremely rough use, Girling makes ac- 
cessory reservoir shocks ($150 a set) 
which use the same bushings and clips as 
the stock shocks. Compared to other add- 
on shocks and true to Girling's reputation, 
the remote-reservoir shocks are less ex- 
pensive than other aftermarket units. 

The standard shocks use two springs 


(Continued on page 100) 
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The Eleven Second Oil 


This year it seems like everybody is talking “fast”. The factories have developed their big super 
bikes to break the eleven second E.T. mark. Honda’s CBX, Kawasaki’s Z1-R, Suzuki’s 

GS 1000 and Yamaha’s XS Eleven have all done the quarter mile in the eleven second range. 
This speed and performance is attributed mainly to the development of highly sophisticated 
4-stroke engines. These exotic four and six cylinder engines with double overhead 

cams and more valves than ever before (24 on the Honda), peak out at almost 10,000 rpm. This 
all adds up to a lot of fast moving parts and a lot of friction. Friction causes heat build up, 
which robs power ... or worse, it can cause scoring and galling or even seizure and breakage. 
That’s why proper lubricationsis important. Bel-Ray EXP is the engine oil designed to 

match the performance built into today’s super 4-strokes. 


If you have one of the new super bikes, demand the best protection. Ask your dealer 
for Bel-Ray EXP. No matter what 4-stroke bike you ride, Bel-Ray EXP is the right oil for you. 


Net 32 Fi. Oz. (1 US. Ot) 
{0.833 Imp. Qt.) (0.946 Litre! 


e hom 
Bel-Ray Company, Inc. 
PERFORMANCE Motorcycle & Automotive Lubricants Division, P.O. Box 526, Dept. B7, Farmingdale, NJ 07727, (201) 938-2421 
LUBRICANTS Western Office 





14670 Firestone Blvd., Suite 410, Dept. B7, La Mirada, CA 90638, (714) 522-0581, (213) 921-1055 
CIRCLE NO. 38 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 





ROAD RACERS — CAFE RACERS 
| RD350/400, Honda, Kaw, Suz & others 


Road Race/Cafe fairings, seats, tanks, pipes, tires, 
RR boots & gloves, Special tools & 
hardware, racing brakes and 

many other hard to find items. 


New 1978 Catalog $1.00 


USED PARTS 


Save 40-60% 


HONDA-KAWASAKI-YAMAHA 





Racers Supply, Dept Cycle 


SUZUKI 6959 Van Nuys Blvd., VN, CA. 91405 


Clinton Cycle 
@Salvage Inc. : In 


FOR PARTS OR FREE PRICE LIST 


Call or Write: 301/297-8412 
6709 OLD BRANCH AVENUE 


Washington, D.C. 20031 


Include 
Zi? CODE NUMBERS 
IN ALL ADDRESSES 





* QUALITY * STYLE * FIT * 
A FACT WE GUARANTEE! 


TRAVELMASTER 
COMPANION 


"THE VERY BEST" 
Custom Seats 


MODEL AND YEAR TRAVELMASTER 
GL1000 
CB750K-550-500 1972-1978 
CB750A 1975-1977 Models 
CB750F 1975-1978 
CB550K 1972-1978 
CB550F 1974-1977 
Hawk 400 1978 
KAWASAKI All KZ1000-KZ900-Z1 
All KZ650 Models 


All XS1100 Models 
All XS750-2D & E Models 
All XS650 Models SPORTMASTER 
All GT750 Models 
All GS750 & 550 Models 
All GS1000 Models 
BMW All/7 & /6 Models 
All Ambassador & Eldorado Models 
All 850T3 & 1000 Models 


MOTO GUZZI 


PATENT PENDING 


SPORTMASTER 


TRAVELMASTER ira N 
SEM | WITH BACKREST 


WITH BACKREST 


HANG 2, INC. / 12950 BRADLEY AVE. / SYLMAR, CA. 91342 / (213) 367-5986 
CIRCLE NO. 29 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 








CAN-AM 370 .......... Continued from page 98 
that are stacked on top of each other and 
work together like a dual-rate spring. The 
short top spring is made of square-section 
wire and has a 180 pound-inch rating. The 
longer round-section wire spring has a 
128 pound-inch rate. The use of two 
springs allows for numerous rate com- 
binations. Although the short spring com- 
presses first, it does not coil-bind before 
the longer spring begins to work. 

At 238 pounds the MX4 370 weighs four 
pounds less than the Yamaha YZ400E. 
The Can-Am’s low weight wasn’t an acci- 
dent. Weight is saved in small increments 
everywhere. For example, the front axle is 
tubular rather than bar steel. The fork has 
magnesium sliders. The new slider cast- 
ings save 3.5 pounds over the older alumi- 
num units. Magnesium is also used for the 
brake backing plates on the 370, and the 
stylish conical hubs also save precious 
ounces. 

The liners in the brake hubs have also 
been upgraded. The old cast iron piping 
method, where a long cylinder was cast 
and the liners cut off the end, has been 
replaced by acentrifugal casting process. 
Still, the brakes could be stronger. 

The spokes are laced to Sun wheels in 
the race-proven cross-four spoke pattern. 
The wheels are light and shoulderless. On 
the inside of the wheels special conical- 
shaped pins have been driven into the 
bead contact edge of the wheels. The 
hardened steel pins measure 3/16-inch at 
their base and are 3/16-inch high. When 
the tire is mounted and inflated, the bead 
is pressed against the pins which pene- 
trate the surface of the tire’s bead. 

Dunlop supplies the tires for the Can- 
Am. Up front is a Sports Senior 3.00 x 21- 
inch four-ply model. On the Can-Am the 
Sports Senior is a marginal performer at 
best. We lowered the air pressure to six 
pounds psi attempting to get the front tire 
to stick in hard-packed turns, but we were 
only partially successful. Unlike the front 
tire, the rear Dunlop K-88 5.00 x 18-inch 
four-ply tire was excellent. The tire could 
handle the Can-Am’s acceleration without 
tailwag or excessive wheelspin, and in 
corners the tire would bite in well. 

The MX4 370 is Can-Am's first open- 
class bike. As a first year effort, the bike is 
remarkable. It's light, has plenty of power 
and is easy to ride. The nimble 370 does 
not handle like a big open class bike. The 
bike's 238 pounds work to the rider's 
advantage, especially when coupled with 
the powerband; the rider does not tire 
prematurely or just wheeze out at the 25- 
minute mark. You can simply ride the 
Can-Am faster, for longer periods, than 
any other open class bike in recent mem- 
ory. And this makes us wonder whether 
the Japanese, now locked in battle for the 
250 motocross market, may have taken 
their eyes off the open class, at least 
temporarily. Can-Am has not. Bombardier 
has arrived with a very competitive open 


class weapon, first crack out of the crate.€ 
CYCLE 








Caleta D 


If you know much about fairings, you probably feel there is 
'name' fairing on the market — and then 'all the others: Well, stop 
think how much you have to pay for that name: And if it really is better. 


At Calafia, we feel we offer the intelligent choice in fairings. 
fairings are designed and manufactured to the highest standar 
excellence, are color-matched to virtually every touring bike m 


one 
and 


Our 
s of 
de, 


can be complemented with our own bags, touring suits, travel 


trunk — everything you need for protection and comfort. 


When you really think about it, the 'name' in fairings and pe ed 


accessories is Calafia. Send one dollar for a complete catalo 
Calafia Industries, Inc., 540 W. Lambert Rd., Brea, CA 92621 


the intelligent choice 


to: 








SAN JOSE .............. Continued from page 66 
quickly put himself in front of Randy Goss, 
et al, and then eased away from everyone 
but Garth Brow who was doing some 
spirited easing of his own. Garth caught 
and passed Goss and had Kidd within 
arm’s reach when the last of the laps was 
concluded, in a time one-and-a-half sec- 
onds quicker than the first heat. 

For added excitement in the third heat 
somebody had cancelled all the rules of 
civilized conduct and also asked that 
even the instinct for survival be used 
sparingly. It should have been a slightly 
sedate affair as it featured some none- 
too-swift Yamahas and the ancient Ron 
Wood Norton ridden by Alex Jorgensen. 
“Jorgy” gave all of San Jose’s Norton/ 
Nostalgia/Underdog fanciers a huge thrill 
by ramming the Ron Wood bike out in 
front—if only barely and generally staying 
there until the engine’s dancing pushrods 
trampled its camshaft into pieces. How- 
ever, before the Norton clattered to a stop 
Jorgensen had been overtaken and lost 
the lead to Steve Eklund, who had 
sledged his way up from a position deep 
in the crowd. Eklund’s XR750 didn’t ap- 
pear to have a lot of speed, but Steve was 
taking in the slack with lavish application 
of courage and riding skill which got him 
in front of Jorgensen even if it wasn’t 
enough to keep him there. Jorgy re- 
passed and looked like being able to 
make it stick when the Norton’s innards 
ravelled. Steve Morehead then had sec- 
ond place, and Terry Poovey found him- 
self with the last non-stop ticket to the 
main event. 

Veterans Corky Keener and Gene 
Romero stole the fourth heat show, swap- 
ping the lead between themselves and 
fending off plenty of pressure from be- 
hind. The impetuous Phil McDonald was 
right there in third place, a little steadier 
these days as befits a rider who has left 
more than one track in an ambulance. 
And Scott Pearson, the arm he shattered 
at Daytona in 1977 at last healed, was also 
in close attendance at times, riding with 
enormous dash. Pearson's exertions 
went unrewarded as he finished this slow- 
est heat downfield; Keener arrived at the 
finish line just ahead of Romero, with 
McDonald still holding a comfortable third 
place beyond the reach of Hank Scott. 

Corky Keener's fourth heat win was at 
that point the best showing made by any 
rider with direct H-D factory connections. 
Ted Boody probably had run a bit faster 
than Keener to get a third in the first heat, 
but there were enough people running 
faster than Boody and the sorely-beset 
Springsteen to cast doubt on the notion 
that factory-provided rides always are a 
big advantage. In fact, at San Jose this 
spring the official orange-and-black 
Harley-Davidson leathers must have been 
feeling like hair shirts to O'Brien's riders. 
There they were with talent to burn (you 
don't make the H-D team without it), com- 
mitted to motorcycles that simply were not 
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quite fast enough. The last-minute experi- 
mental XR750 brought for Springsteen to 
try (which had enormous carburetors and 
internal specifications nobody would dis- 
cuss) was less than a dazzler for speed 
and burped up too much oil to be raced. 

As all the insiders know, C. R. “Seldom 
Seen" Axtell is the puppet master of dirt 
track racing's tuners, influencing their ac- 
tions either directly or by example. Axtell 
used to be seen trackside regularly, look- 
ing after an incredibly fast BSA Gold Star 
that Sammy Tanner rode, but these days 
(nights, actually) Ax mostly lurks in his 
engine development shop and changes 
racing's fortunes by remote control. He is, 
for instance, largely responsible for the 
improbable speed of the Ron Wood Nor- 
ton. And he has worked closely with Mert 
Lawwill in the development of a go-fast kit 
for privateers’ XR750s: a box of cams, 
pushrods, rocker arms, carburetors and 
assorted other hardware that Dick 
O'Brien regards with less than total joy. 

O'Brien's opinion of the Lawwill kit de- 
rives from the specific manner in which 
the kit makes the XR750 engine make 
power. Mert has assembled the kit around 
a set of cams that provides a more pro- 
longed and gentler valve action than the 
Erson-supplied cams used in the factory's 
own Milers, and the Lawwill cams put a 
top end rush on the XR750 that definitely 
does the job. The kit's drawback is that it 
encourages people to spin the XR750 at 
speeds highly detrimental to long-term 
reliability. In particular, the connecting 
rod big-end bearings suffer and that 
translates into a large logistical problem 
for O'Brien—who presently finds himself 
being squeezed between parts contrac- 
tors unwilling to produce these difficult 
rods and privateer customers who have 
begun to order replacement rod/bear- 
ing/crankpin assemblies by the gross. 
However, as Mark Twain so succinctly put 
it, "When it's steamboat time, you steam." 
It is a fact that Lawwill's high-winder kit 
will make an XR750 fly and, sensible or 
not, many privateers are doing it. 

The H-D team's engines aren't exactly 
chuggers either. O'Brien's mechanics fit 
the team's bikes with tachometers during 
practice, and the readings reported by the 
riders are of the sort to give a conserva- 
tive engineer heart palpitations. Spring- 
steen said his tach was indicating 9000 
rpm at the end of the back straightaway, 
and that figures out to be a mean piston 
speed of just below 4500 feet per minute. 
But some of the Lawwill-kit engines are 
spinning even higher, judging from the 
gearing being used, and O'Brien ex- 
presses amazement that they survive 
even a single day of racing. Still, survive 
they do and the best of them are fast 
enough to cause O'Brien concern: "We 
may be in trouble. | know Mert has 
shipped 20 sets of those damned cams." 

While O'Brien expressed a cheerful 
pessimism, Bill Werner (Springsteen's 
mechanic) had found himself a bright side 


to gaze upon in the period between the 
first-heat defeat and the semis soon to 
begin. After giving the rear-axle nut on 
Springer's bike a final tug Bill said, 
"Sometimes it's an advantage when you 
have to run in the semi. That way you get 
to run on the track like it's going to be for 
the main, not like it was in the morning. A 
track like this one will change a lot be- 
tween the first heat and the main." 

However much the San Jose oval may 
have been changing, it soon became ap- 
parent that Springer's prospects hadn't. 
Werner had made a small gearing adjust- 
ment but he couldn't do much about the 
fact that the chassis set-up was wrong. 
Springsteen's XR750 was just a tad short 
of belly/ground clearance for the track, 
and this was not a San Jose Mile that 
would allow even a twice-running Na- 
tional Champion to give anything away. 
So when Springsteen and the other des- 
peration-time riders came around at the 
end of the first lap, the lead was a three- 
way toss between Rex Beauchamp, 
promising first-year Expert Lance Jones, 
and the Pride of Houston, Bubba Rush. 
Springer was a distressingly distant fourth 
and needed to win or place to qualify for 
the National. He must have been mindful 
of the need to hurry even without Bill 
Werner making foot-pumping Go signals 
from trackside. Jay did hurry, hard 
enough to lead briefly in the fourth lap 
before he got passed again by Lance 
Jones. This struggle continued, with 
Bubba Rush getting in some pretty good 
licks on his own account; and if Springer 
had let his concentration ease long 
enough to breathe on the last lap, Bubba 
would have sent him home forthwith. 
Jones won; Springsteen pipped Rush at 
the flag for second place and a shot at the 
main event. 

Hank Scott and Doug Sehl won them- 
selves starting spots for the main in the 
second semi, which was led by practically 
everyone in it before the tenth and last lap 
was done. Jim Mertens led, as did John 
Hateley, and it could be that the track's 
watering truck got in front once. The rider 
who most especially wanted to get there 
first was Scott Pearson, coming back 
after a season of lying around listening to 
his bones knit and eager beyond reason. 
At around the halfway mark, frustrated by 
the elusiveness of the lead, Pearson con- 
vinced himself that he must simply not be 
trying hard enough, that he was just 
"pooping along." So he ran his H-D West- 
sponsored XR750 right past the Last Pos- 
sible Moment going into the south turn, 
and he threw that sucker right into the 
wall. The explosion of haybales and ex- 
citement brought out the red flag, and 
though Pearson wasn't hurt he had done 
his bike widely distributed mischief and 
couldn't make the re-start. 

Although there was some brand-name 
diversity at San Jose, only Harley-David- 
sons survived the selection process. All 
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SAN JOSE ............. Continued from page 102 
others got weeded out during qualifying 
or ended up in the Trophy race, which a 
classy but out-powered Jim Mertens won 
on his Yamaha. There was an old Triumph 
pounding along in the Trophy race too, 
which says hope does spring eternal and 
that there are still riders hungry enough to 
straddle anything. Plenty of Yamahas 
turned out for the Junior Invitational race 
and one of them won it, but the 16-bike 
line-up for the 25-mile National was solidly 
Harley-Davidson. 

If eagerness were audible, its high 
pitched ringing would be heard over the 
engines just before the start at these 
events. Leave the line a blink late and you 
get to the first turn behind everyone, 
which is why every rider on the grid has 
his engine's revs up and its clutch a 
millimeter from engagement waiting for 
the signal to go. Garth Brow was too 
eager and shot over the line a blink too 
early, and for that heinous trespass got 
sent back to a starting spot behind every- 
one. Then it was bulging eyeballs and 
madly roaring engines again, the green 
light winked on, and all was lost to the 
view of a down-track observer in a spray 
of dirt. 

And who should: come up with the lead 
but Gene Romero, closely threatened by 
Ted Boody and Skip Aksland but 
hunched into his work and clearly not 
willing to yield anything without a fight. 
Tiger Gene held the whole elbowing mob 
at bay through the first lap and most of the 
second ... and then hit one of those 
treacherous slick spots in the north turn, 
right at its exit and went down in a really 
ill-timed dive to earth. For a moment it 
appeared that Romero was going to get 
Goodyear tread prints all over his body, 
but that fortunately did not happen. Gene 
pulled himself into an approximation of a 
fetal position to make a smaller target and 
slithered out of danger still hanging onto 
the bike. He didn't even stall the engine 
and was up and away before the others 
arrived back where he had fallen. 

Romero's abrupt departure from the 
head of the pack left Skip Aksland in 


| precarious command, hotly pursued by 


Boody and Steve Eklund with Gary Scott 
and Don Goss also supplying pressure. 
Goss was the first to falter and drop 
behind, being displaced by Scott and then 
Mike Kidd before retiring on the seventh 
lap, when Kidd pushed ahead of Scott. 
Jay Sprinsteen had made his way up near 
the front, nudging in front of Eklund on the 
10th lap. It is to be hoped that in this climb 
to second place he did not deal too rudely 
with teammate Ted Boody, who was once 
again sent to the rear by those on-again, 
off-again engine hiccups. Springer never 
had a chance to feel around for the flying 
Aksland's draft; Steve Eklund booted 
Springsteen firmly back into third place 
and on the 13th lap braved his way 
around Aksland for a heady but regretta- 
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SAN JOSE ............ Continued from page 104 
bly brief moment ahead of everyone. At 
that point Eklund’s engine began to fade, 
as did his prospects, and he finally 
coasted into the pits five laps before the 
distance was run. 

Skip Aksland had scant opportunity to 
enjoy a moment of peace without some- 
body's front tire rubbing his ankle. While 
the field was stringing out and the various 
individual placings were being decided, 
Garth Brow had been making his leap 
front way forward. Brow slipped past Mike 
Kidd on the 12th lap, moved Springer 
back to fourth on the 13th, gave a couple 
of laps to closing the unoccupied space 
between himself and Eklund, and had 
nothing but clear track ahead by the 16th 
lap. Skip Aksland was right there, not at all 
willing to relinquish the lead he'd held for 
so many laps, but Garth Brow's Lawwill- 
tuned bike was working well and Garth 
himself was riding like a genius. It was his 
day, and though Aksland's efforts to make 
it otherwise carried both of them far 
ahead of third-place Steve Morehead, 
who had overcome Springer to occupy 
that slot, Garth Brow stayed in front and 
won very decisively. 

Ted Boody's engine ceased its mis- 
behavior after dropping him out of serious 
contention, and he was up behind Spring- 
steen again when the race ended. It is 
unlikely that Boody would have been able 
to stay with Brow and Aksland, though, 
even if his engine had hit every beat. 
Harley-Davidson's own XR750s just didn't 
have the kind of speed shown by those of 
Brow and Aksland. That raises an inter- 
esting question: will Jay Springsteen be 
able to win a third Championship for 
Harley-Davidson in 1978? 

Right now, and it's very early in the 
season for solid predictions, Skip Aksland 
looks like a better bet than Springsteen. 
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GOODTIMES ....... Continued from page 60 
Frank fell, he was in good hands. All tours 
will include at least one MTA employee 
trained in first aid. There were people who 
could pick Frank up, dust him off, and 
repair his bike with tools and spare parts. 
The van was available to transport him, if 
necessary, to the nearest patch-up shop. 

The drawback is also real, and it’s po- 
tentially dangerous. Specifically, the dan- 
ger is that some of the customers may not 
be able to handle an unfamiliar 750 in the 
mountains. Zamzock recognizes this haz- 
ard. “I will accept a motorcycle operator’s 
license as prima facie evidence of compe- 
tence to handle a motorcycle. But if a 
person can not or will not abide by the 
rules of safety and distance, if he can't 
ride the bike, then the key will be lifted and 
he will be a passenger in the van. I'd 
rather refund his money and send him 
home than have an accident." 

This places a tremendous amount of 
responsibility upon the tour leader; he 
must be able to gauge accurately the 
riding ability of about a dozen people. If 
the tour leader is slow in identifying a bad 
rider, it could be trouble. From a good 
riders point of view, it’s possible that 
marginal riders who might not be crash- 
ers would still turtle along slow enough to 
kill much of the tour's fun. 

Lunch the second day was at' a place 
called The Catwalk in the Gila National 
Forest north of Silver City. We lined up in 
formation to cross a wide, shallow stream 
twice to reach the picnic ground. We 
forded one at a time in first gear, legs 
high, spray drenching the fairings, steam 
billowing off the engines. No one went 
down; everyone got wet. It was great! 

The Catwalk refers to the structure built 
on the site of a nineteenth-century 
pipeline which brought water to a millsite. 
It’s a scenic walk extending more than ten 
miles up into the hills and it's worth it. Go 
out on the catwalk a half-mile and the 
scenery is spectacular. The grated walk- 
way is suspended by cables and pitons 
attached to the sheer rock walls above the 
stream. The water smashes its way down 
through the rocks, sometimes in ava- 
lanches, sometimes collecting in cool, 
quiet pools. And everywhere overhead 
hangs the canopy of trees and rocks. 

Later that afternoon near Alpine, Ari- 
zona, Mel radioed from the van that he 
was having trouble with the trailer. The 
crew stopped, then split up. Some re- 
turned to the trailer and others continued 
on to the Zuni Indian Reservation at Zuni, 
New Mexico. Those who arrived at Zuni 
early waited for the rest of the tour. They 
arrived in an hour, and the news was bad. 
The trailer had burned up an axle bearing 
and had to be left behind. Much of the 
equipment in the trailer was transferred to 
the van, but some things just plain 
wouldn't fit. This included the luxurious- 
looking, poplin-wrapped, three-inch foam 
mattresses. We gasped. The cold desert 
floor makes your concrete sidewalk feel 
108 





like a Serta in comparison. Well, this was 
what a shakedown cruise was for. “If 
anyone would prefer to sleep in a motel 
tonight, I'll be happy to pay for it," 
Zamzock offered. We looked around at 
each other and kind of shuffled our feet. 
There were no takers. 

In order to provide variety in food and 
accommodations, Zamzock intends for 
each tour to spend four of its six nights 
camping and the other two in motels. 
Also, at least once every two days the 
crew will eat a hot meal in a restaurant. 
Future tours will carry a freezer full of 
frozen Southwest specialties. These will 
be defrosted in the microwave oven and 
served in camp. Zamzock is also investi- 
gating the possibility of eating authentic 
Indian meals at reservations. 

Eureka exterior-frame tents were se- 
lected for their simplicity, quality, and light 
weight. Though the frame consists of 17 
Separate pieces of tubing, a quick lesson 
in double-swedged as opposed to single- 
swedged rods made assembly easy. 
Tourers are expected to double-up in the 
two-person tents. 

Despite the quality fiber-filled sleeping 
bags, the desert floor won Round One as 
several tour members tossed and cursed 
and shivered through a very long night. 
Certainly the mattresses in the jettisoned 
trailer would have made sleeping enjoy- 
able and comfortable. The travel agent 
decided to sleep on his bike that night 
with the bag over him. He lasted until 
three in the morning when he awoke to 
the sound of his own chattering teeth with 
the temperature in the low forties. He 
finished the night zipped into the bag 
under a picnic table. 

The third day dawned cold as a bank- 
er's heart. We threw on as much clothing 
as we could stuff up under our jackets and 
aimed for Gallup. Heading north on 666, 
we crested a rise about 20 miles out of 
Gallup to find sprawled out before us an 
immense plain dotted with monumental 
surreal rock formations jutting like huge 
cathedrals in the distance. Having 
stopped at Ford Butte for chain adjust- 
ments, we removed our jackets in the heat 
and then continued on, passing more 
isolated buttes and skirting wild horses 
grazing beside the rough pavement. 

Among the distant mountains was 
Mesa Verde National Park. Here, about 
1300, the Indians built cliff dwellings of 
reddish blocks under the yawning arch in 
the canyon wall. Following a curvy, 19- 
mile ride up to the mesa, we scrambled 
onto a rock ledge for a view of the almost 
toy-like ruins across the canyon. 

Trying to avoid another night without 
mattresses, Zamzock lodged us in the old 
Strater Hotel in Durango, Colorado that 
night. The place has style; it's on the lively 
main street of the town. The cow-town 
buildings have been refurbished; and 
though the cows are long gone, Durango 
retains the flavor of the days when cattle 
were run through the streets to market. 





Durango has a flourishing night life. 
Several bars feature live music, pizzas 
flow like water, and alcohol is available in 
every way, shape and form. Some of our 
tour members overindulged, and a rather 
dog-faced crew came down the hotel 
stairs the next morning to begin Day Four. 

After loading thier bikes in the morning, 
riders began cleaning their one-piece, all- 
transparent Silhouette fairings. MTA 
nicely prepared for this task by providing 
a sponge and piece of felt in each Eclipse 
tank bag. Another thoughtful touch was 
the bag of "trail mix"—munchy chashews, 
sunflower seeds, peanuts and raisins 
given each person at the start of the tour. 
Thirdly, each bag carried a compact 
flashlight for campouts. To carry clothing 
and personal items, Motorcycle Tours of 
America provided each rider with a color- 
ful vinyl duffel bag, which at the end of the 
tour became a personal souvenir. It 
makes you wonder if, in fact, MTA for- 
got anything. 

They did. The financial analyst from 
New Jersey at one point wondered aloud 
why the MTA's pre-tour checklist only 
suggested four pair of underwear for a 
normal seven-day ride. Zamzock had for- 
gotten that Easterners like to change un- 
derwear once a day every day. 

Breakfast in Durango was at the New 
York Bakery. Though it's one of those 
plain, never-redecorated places, the bak- 
ery was packed with young folks in beards 
and denims, and older people in whatever 
was handy that morning. The food was 
great. Big sweet rolls, French toast 
smothered in syrup and powdered sugar, 
eggs any way you want 'em, and a wall of 
electric heating coils bristling with glass 
coffee pots. 

Rain ruined most of our plans for that 
day. Big, sickly grey-white clouds hung 
low on the peaks. Cold dampness had us 
shivering, and occasionally the wind- 
shields would pop with the spatter of huge 
drops. Though the rain held back, its 
threat was ever-present in the clouds 
blowing across the wet face of the moun- 
tains. The worst thing about the threat of 
rain, more than the rain itself, is the way it 
can dull a rider's enthusiasm. 

We stopped again shortly at a restau- 
rant for more coffee, and to don MTA's 
Neese Dry Rider rainsuits. After a period 
of gyrating in the parking lot, struggling 
with jackets over jackets and pants over 
pants, we began working Polyvinyl boot- 
ies over boots and glove covers over 
gloves. Soon, our yellow and orange crew 
remounted and rode off into the moun- 
tains in a light drizzle. 

Despite the lack of mattresses, the crew 
had been game to camp out again. With 
the rain, however, Zamzock decided 
upon indoor accommodations. So that 
afternoon, ten brightly attired apparitions 
materialized from the fog at the Jicarilla 
Apache Stone Lake Lodge near Dulce, 
New Mexico. With our luggage in one 
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GOODTIMES .......... Continued from page108 
hand and the damp rainsuits in the other, 


we followed explicit directions to our 
rooms: "Go left at the bear and turn right 
at the elk." It was true. The hallway was 
furnished with an honest-to-goodness 
stuffed bear, and the corridor did split off 
at the elk. 

During the night it poured. But the bar 
with a teepee-style ceiling was open. The 
Apache supper was served, in accor- 
dance with the brochure's claim, by “au- 
thentic Indian maidens." Brown, bubbly 
Apache fry-bread appeared first; next 
came the stew, followed by chili spicy 
enough to clear a politician's conscience; 
and finally a rather un-Apache pie a la 
mode arrived for dessert. 

Fog hung in the hollows of the moun- 
tains the morning of the fifth day. But after 
eggs and ham and lots of steaming coffee 
in the dining room, the fog began lifting off 
the lake, and soon it drew off the moun- 
tains with the sky going blue overhead. 

The morning ride passed through low, 
rolling, strung-out hills. The hills turned 
rocky as we nailed it for Cuba. During this 
run the fog receded completely, leaving a 
deep, almost polarized blue sky and 
bright white pillow clouds. 

In the Jemez Springs area Indian 
women sold fry-bread from rickety road- 
side stalls. We passed an Indian settle- 
ment of adobe houses, many with the 
igloo-shaped, mud-colored ovens in the 
yard and the smell of wood smoke on the 
air. Pipe-grate cattle guards lay embedded 
in the road; upcoming guards were an- 
nounced by yellow signs carrying the 
silhouette of a cow standing in bovine 
dignity. The theory is that cattle will not 
cross them because their hooves will slip 
through the grating. 

The road continued past a stretch of 
bright red rocks and soil, then an area 
heavy with trees wearing their early spring 
light greens. 

In late afternoon the weather changed 
dramatically. Light cumulus clouds gave 
way to big boxcar blacks that rumbled 
into place and began their aerial barrage. 
Should we stop to encase ourselves in the 
rain suits, or, only an hour from Albuquer- 
que, run for it? We ran. Preliminary drops 
decorated the windshields with little star 
shapes. Next came the plopping heavies. 
Lastly, with the fierce crosswinds, inter- 
mittent patches of stinging steady rains 
needled our faces. Across the plains, the 
clouds rolled toward us, hairy with rain. 

But we made it. One by one, the Motor- 
cycle Tours of America 750s ran up and 
into the safety of Zamzock's garage to 
escape an idling rain. We had done it. We 
had tested The Concept and had our- 
selves been tested by the road. 

Motorcycle Tours of America is some- 
thing new and unique in motorcycling. 
And it's real touring. It's no different than 
club or group tours, except for the official 
tour leader and the way in which ex- 

(Continued on page 112) 
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Original One Piece Design Fits all large machines except H-D 
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HEARN ENTERPRISES 
BOX 711 
Gentry, Ark. 72734 (501) 736-8248 


Turn on your 
four stroke Honda, 
Kawasaki or Yamaha! 


Whatever type of biking 
you're into. Powroll has 
a setup to maximize fa 
the efficiency of 


never dreamed of! 
Powroll manufactures the 
finest exact tol- 

@ erance compon- 
dà ents and can re- 

four stroke „Æ build your engine 

may have a M 

horsepower 

potential 

you've 

Our New 54 pg. Performance Guide helps you pick the 

right components for YOUR needs. $2.00 postpaid. 


PO Ww R OLL Complete Performance 


Fact Book & Cotalogue 


performance 
specifications. 


Find out how the right 
AE Dm combination of high 
PERFORMANCE performance ports con 
PRODUCTS. INC. turn your four stroke 

‘ into the ultimate bike 
eee Band for your needs Our 54 
page Foct Book ond 
Catalogue loys it all 
out 
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P.O, Box 1206 
Bend, Oregon 97701 





Start an e. CANE ALA, 


MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC 


AMS "THE CALIFORNIA SCHOOL OF 
THE PROFESSIONALS" 


AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE SCHOOLS, INC. 


GO WITH THE WINNERS ! 


If you're serious about becoming a top-notch 
motorcycle mechanic you'll want the best possible 
training available. You can't afford second best 
and neither can we. If you think you have what it 


takes to become a grogessional . . . 
Call Toll Free 1-800-423-4678 


Calif. Residents Call Collect (213) 944-0123 


OR MAIL COUPON 
Cj RESIDENCE SCHOOL (© HOME STUDY 


AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE SCHOOLS 
10025 Shoemaker Ave. e Santa Fe Spgs, Ca 90670 
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New! Star Brite Mciv Cycle Polish. 








£utaNs. SHINES, PRO’ 
IN ONE STEP 


MC IV Cycle Polish is the newest mem- 
ber of a group of high-performance 
protector polishes from Star Brite. 

With MC IV, aluminum wipes to mirror 
brilliance. Fairings and gas tanks shim- 
mer. Chrome glitters with diamond- 
hard protection. Star Brite MC IV not only 
removes surface rust and oxidation but 
helps keep it from coming back. 

See how it makes colors emerge 
rich and lustrous from painted surfaces. 
Watch it turn rain into drum-tight beads 
months after application. Star Brite 
shrugs off weather and corrosion long 
after old-fashioned polishes have broken 
down. MC IV contains no waxes or 
lacquers. 





Shrugs off gas stains. 


Apply Star Brite MC IV on windshields : 


to polish out fine scratches. MC IV is 
hydrophobic—it sheds water like duck 
feathers so windshield visibility is im- 
proved in foul weather. (A tip: Try it on 


 Aremarkable new formula 
first developed for high speed aircraft. 


Cleans and polishes in one-step. 









Aluminum comes mirror bright. Chrome sparkles. 
your helmet and visor for the same 
reasons.) 

Unlike ordinary polishes that must be 
applied in shade, Star Brite MC IV goes 
on easily even under scorching summer 
sun. It won't bind or drag. Just wipe on, 
let dry, wipe off. Star Brite MC IV is fast 
because no hard rubbing is necessary. 
You can polish the biggest bike in just 
minutes. 

With a Star Brite shine you've got an 
easier machine to clean. Dirt and grime 
hose right off. Bird droppings, road 
tar and tree sap. no enger become a 
nuisance. 


Polishes out 
fine scratches. 





MC IV is related to a polish produced 
by Star Brite for the aviation industry. 
Wind tunnel tests at the University of Mi- 
ami’s Department of Mechanical Engi- 
neering showed that Star Brite reduced 
drag an amazing 5.5% on aircraft skin. 

It takes some shine to do that. 





Dirt and grime hose rightoff. 
Keep your bike new and jewel-bright 
with Star Brite MC IV. It's available in all 
good motorcycle shops. 





Cycle Polish 


Star Brite, 2699 South Bayshore Drive, Coconut Grove, Miami, FL 33133 
CIRCLE NO. 24 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 














INTRODUCING 
THE KRYPTONITE® 
MOTORCYCLE LOCK 


IT'S A STEAL 


It cannot be cut by bolt-cutters, files nor 

hacksaws, nor forced open with a jack. 
` e Fully hardened alloy steel construction. 

* High security 7-pin tubular lock. 

* Unique double locking mechanism secures 

both ends of the shackle. 

* Compact and light—ideal for touring. 

* Fully coated with thick vinyl. 

Ask for it at your dealer or send $39.95 plus $2. 

(for postage and handling) to: 


KRYPTONITE® 


95 Freeport Street 
Boston, Ma. 02122 


Dealer and distributor inquiries invited 
Reader Service No. 64 








PORT YOUR 
OWN pn 










Increase 
Power and Fuel 
Economy 






NEW MERIT PORTING KIT 
gives you professional 
results--without the high cost 
of professional engine work! 
All you need is a 1/4" drill to do 
it yourself! 

35-piece kit includes: 

e Grind-O-Flex Abrasive Flap 
Wheel for grinding and poli- 
shing odd-shaped surfaces. 

* Grind-Polishing Rolls, spiral 
and straight, for reaching into 
corners and tight radii 

* Hard Pointed Stone and But- 
terfly Abrasive Flaps for spe- 
cial cutting and polishing jobs 
* Instructions and Photos to 
make sure you do it right. See 
how easy it is.$19.95 


e MERIT ABRASIVE PRODUCTS, INC. 


SUBSIDIARY OF WASHINGTON STEEL CORPOR; 


201 W. Manville. Box 5447 Compton. CA 90224 


| E Pisase $ send Porting Kits 
@ $19.95 each. 2 for $34.95 | 
| Add $2.00 for postage and handling. 


| Sorry, no COD’s. California residents | 
add 6% sales tax. cY 




























GOOD TIMES..........Continued from page 110 
penses are handled. 

You may already have been tallying, 
wondering what something like this costs. 
MTA hopes to offer seven, ten and four- 
teen day tours of the Southwest to bikers 
traveling either solo or double-up. Com- 
plete information about the tours is avail- 
able from MTA, 2921 Carlisle Blvd. NE, 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110. But 
here's the price schedule. 


double-up 

solo (per. person) 
7 days $749 $549 
10 days $999 $749 
14 days $1249 $999 


Should you decide to ride your own ma- 
chine, deduct $75. MTA will still furnish 
the gas and oil. 

These figures, which average around a 
hundred dollars a day solo, will probably 
scare off many riders who already own 
their own touring machines and camping 
equipment. After all, what would stop 
them from simply duplicating the MTA 
route on their own machines at a quarter 
of the daily cost? 

That possibility does not bother Larry 
Zamzock since he’s not expecting to see 
this sort of motorcycle rider on an MTA 
tour. “The type of clientelle | expect to 
attract is basically the busy person who 
doesn't have the time to ride here from the 
East or doesn’t have the equipment. He'll 
be happy to fly in, be picked up at the 
airport, be furnished everything he needs 
and leave it all behind when he goes. | 
believe MTA will attract affluent profes- 
sional people or the recipients of afflu- 
ence. They will have all ranges of 
motorcycling experience, but not a lot of 
touring on their own equipment. And | 
hope to attract a lot of foreign visitors who 
could not possibly do the Southwest 
any other way.” 

Anyone thinking about taking an MTA 
tour should keep in mind that it involves 
real riding. While road speeds will vary, a 
rider should be able to handle a 750 on 
mountain roads at speeds often above 
those posted. Runs will average about 
250 miles per day. There will be rain 
sometimes, and cold, and gravel sprin- 
kled on your line in curves when you 
wished to hell it wasn’t there. In short, it’s 
full-fledged touring. 

The Concept certainly works. Motorcy- 
cle Tours of America is a serious, compre- 
hensive, thoughtful approach to a new 
idea. It abounds with nice touches. On the 
shakedown run, Zamzock demonstrated 
that he could deal effectively with unex- 
pected, pop-up problems. He dared to 
innovate with stays at Indian Reserva- 
tions; he managed to be flexible in sched- 
uling; and he kept the trip mellow. The 
attraction of an MTA tour is the sights, the 
elation of riding in the Southwest and in 
the company traveling with you. “I look at 
a tour as a party | throw for my friends,” 
Zamzock said. 


And in that he has succeeded. @ | 





Your bike 
should have come 
with them. 

Since it didn't we think you're 
missing something.In fact, several 
somethings. Like uniform control, 
riding comfort, total suspension 
adjustability and simple con- 
venience. 

The new Mark Il Air Adjustable 
System is totally and infinitely ad- 
justable so that you can fine-tune 
your rear suspension to keep your 
bikes handling constant under 
all load conditions. 

You add and release air in 
the "System" through , 
aconvenienthan- A 
dlebar mounted 
air valve/gauge 
unit. The gauge 
helps you make 
fine adjust- 
ments 


to MUN E 

in the "System" and also Zw 
gives exact readings so 

you easily pressurize the 1 We 
"System" for familiar loads. ^7 
The optional pocket-size hand 
pump makes on-the-road pres- 
sure changes easy. 

No conventional coil spring 
damper unit can compare to the 
S & W Mark Il Air Adjustable 
System for safety, comfort and 
convenience. 

We have a “System” to fit all 
major brand large displacement 
street/touring bikes including 
Harley-Davidsons and Hondas re- 
quiring clevis joint mounting. 
Shock units available in solid 
black or bright chrome plated. 


A T-valve kit is supplied as standard equipment. 
The gauge and pump as illustrated, are optional. 


Engineered Products 


Send $3.50 (Canadian $4.00) for 1978 Catalog/ 
Engineering Handbook. This includes handling and 
mailing. California residents add 6% for sales tax. 


P. O. Box 2007 Anaheim, CA 92804 
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YAMAHA DT175 .... Continued from page 48 
weight on the front. Brakes are the same 
size for both ends (129.4 x 29mm); the 
front brake action is smooth and progres- 
Sive, but the rod-actuated rear brake 
locks up far too often. Yokohama trials 
tires—a 2.75 x 21 anda 3.50 x 18— provide 
traction. The tread pattern offers accept- 
able performance on the street but does 
not give much control in sand or mud. 
Fortunately, the little bike's mild power 
breaks the rear tire loose far less often 
than a large-displacement machine. 

Having produced dual-purpose ma- 
chines longer than any other manufac- 
turer, Yamaha has long experience 
playing the detailing game. The handlebar 
has a comfortable bend for dirt or street 
riding. The instruments (speedometer, ta- 
chometer, trip meter) and controls (turn 
signals, horn and high/low beam) are all 
easy to read and to reach. The choke 
knob on the carburetor and fuel petcock 
can be covered with one hand swoop. 
Throttle actuation is smooth, and all the 
cables tuck completely out of the way. 
The turn signals are rubber-mounted 
units. The stylish fork boots effectively 
seal out dirt and mud. Yamaha has offset 
the large gas cap so that the owner does 
not splash fuel directly onto the back- 
bone hump in the fuel tank. Although not 
as wide as some fenders, those on the 
175E did a reasonable job of warding off 
mud and water. Snail-cam chain adjusters 
make that service a bit less of a chore 
to perform. 

In two respects the DT175E had ag- 
gravating shortcomings. The tool kit 
cover was somewhat difficult to remove, 
and then the tools seemed to expand and 
only seven would fit where 10 resided 
before. The news was no better in the air 
cleaner department. After unscrewing five 
bolts to remove the air cleaner cover, the 
owner discovers that Yamaha is still using 
a thick foam air cleaner that has a short 
service life. 

For the beginning rider or for the fellow 
who wants to test himself gently on easy 
trails, the DT175E provides an excellent 
combination of mild power, low weight 
and small dimensions. Those characteris- 
tics make the 175 a logical choice for 
younger riders who aren't strong enough 
to arm-wrestle a heavier, faster and more 
powerful motorcycle off-road. 

No one expects that a genuine street- 
legal dual-purpose motorcycle can match 
a bonafide enduro bike of the same dis- 
placement in any off-road contest. On the 
other hand, dual-purpose motorcycles 
like the DT175E spend most of their time 
on the street, precisely the place where 
enduro bikes are outlawed in most states. 
As a class, dual-purpose bikes have been 
getting better as off-road machines in the 
last five years. And motorcycles like the 
DT175E testify to this progress: When the 
pavement turns to dust and the road 
narrows to a cow trail, the DT175E rider 


knows that what lies ahead is still fun. € 
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King of the bunch. Suckin' hot air into. 
acool collector and firin'thrua  . 
power quiet muffler. oe 
Great for a strokes 

four! Send 2 bucks 

now for catalog. 

The dealers 

got'em 


too. 
MEGAPHONE 


TRUMPET 


HEADER COMPANY 
7142 Belgrave, 
Garden Grove, 
Ca. 92641 

(714) 893-7594 


Monocoque 


TURNOUT — 


Make your Kawasaki Z1-900/1000 jet /ook like a jet 

with a monocoque body by Tracy. One piece construc- 
tion using aircraft quality fiberglass insures strength 
and beauty for your motorcycle. 

x Monocoque features an integral 3.5 gal. fuel 
cell with custom vented cap, removable foam seat 
cushion that allows access to a glove box in the tail 

section, a center of gravity 3"' lower than stock, 
14 Ibs. total weight, a black high gloss fuel 
resistant finish, and mounts in minutes with- 
out frame modifications. Common hand 
tools are all that's required. Monocoque util- 
izes stock Kawasaki tailight and fuel petcock. 
$269.95, 
Also available for Honda 750 now, and 
other makes soon. 
See local dealer first or if not available in your 
area, write for free brochure to: 
Tracy Design MC2 
Post Office Box 5112 
Santa Barbara, California 93108 
(805) 682-4758 





THE FACTS 


` Fits straight onto CB 750F, 


CB 550F, CB 400. 

More power, up to 4. BHP 
increase. 

Detachable rear baffle 
gives choice of exhaust not 
Replaceable absorption 
element. 

High quality, chrome finish. 
Bolts straight on, no alterations 
necessary. 

Full 6 months warranty. 
Price $65.00 complete. 

Full details from 


Dunstall Organisation Inc., 27402 Camino Capistrano (Suite 206), Laguna Niguel, 77 Tel: 714 eat 0351 | 








High 
Performance 
Coil Kits 


Motorcycle Engines require two things 


from Ignition 


Performance and Reliability. Our coll 
kits deliver both. They offer increased 
horsepower — Gas Mileage — Easier 
Starting — Longer Point and Plug Life. 
By increasing spark energy for maxi- 


components . 


mum combustion efficiency. Our high 
performance spark plug wires and 


connectors also 


oil and 500°F temperatures to deliver 
full firing voltages under any condi- 


tions. 


shrug off dirt, water, 


LIFETIME GUARANTEE 


Available for: 
Honda GL1000 


(comes with high performance 


condensers) 
Honda CB750, 
500F, 350 & 


Honda CB350 Twins. . . . 


500, 500K 
400 Fours $63.95 
$63.95 


Honda CB/CL 360 Twins. $63.95 


Yamaha XS750, 
Yamaha RD250- 


Kawasaki 900/ 


650, 500 $63.95 
350 Twins $63.95 
1000.... $63.95 


Kawasaki KZ750 
Kawasaki 400 Twins 
Suzuki GS750 Fours 
"Harley-Davidson Twins. . . 
"Triumph, Norto 


BSA Twins 
Yamaha XS11 


$49.95 
n, 


Specify Year & Model 


All Coil Kits 


mount in stock 


locations unless specified. 


*Comes with 


Extra Long Plug 


Wires and assortment of Con- 
nectors, Universal Mounting 
Brackets to simplify mounting 


on custom bik 


Mike Burke Honda Performance 
15178 Raymer Street 


Van Nuys, CA 
(213) 782-0640 


MAIL TODAY 
Name 
Address 

City 

State 


91405 


Zip 


Send Money Order to Avoid Delay in 


Shipping. Calif. 


State Sales Tax. Will Ship C.O.D. Same 


Residents include 696 


Day. Add $2.50 for Shipping. 


BIKE YEAR 


MODEL 











SUZUKI GS750 ..... Continued from page 36 
a comfortable and controllable ride. 
Around town, the fork exhibits some stic- 
tion—initial resistance to movement—over 
small bumps. At high speeds or in hard 
cornering, however, the suspension 
limbers up and works nicely. Solo freeway 
cruising at 55 mph without luggage draws 
the same comments as around-town rid- 
ing: smaller bumps do not work the sus- 
pension; larger road irregularities are 
completely absorbed. With luggage or 
two-up, the suspension is compliant and 
allows comfortable long-distance riding. 

Compared to other 750s, the GS is not 
as plush as a Yamaha XS750 but is easily 
as comfortable as, or more so than, any 
other bike in its displacement category. 

More than any other aspect of the GS's 
fit and feel, its roominess deserves men- 
tion. Riding solo, the GS rider can move 
all over the bike to stretch muscles on a 
long jaunt. But other characteristics of the 
750's seating position are not as praise- 
worthy. The handlebar sweeps back too 
far and prevents the rider from canting 
into the wind, and it has been built with an 
awkward bend which twists the rider's 
wrists inward. Suzuki spokesmen explain 
that this particular handlebar, which was 
the subject of some criticism on last year's 
750, has been retained on the GS be- 
cause it is especially comfortable when a 
fairing is mounted and an upright riding 
position is preferred. Designers of the GS 
seem to have drawn another compromise 
between sporting and touring riders with 
the placement of the footpegs: sport 
riders felt the pegs should be a couple of 
inches rearward for more comfortable 
non-faired riding. 

Suzuki has reduced the seat's foam 
density on both the EC and the standard 
750 to give a plusher ride. The EC uses a 
stepped seat—the standard model has a 
single-level design. Though the foam in 
each seat is still of one-piece construc- 
tion, the change in density has vastly 
improved the feel. 

In response to suggestions from con- 
sumers and motorcycle magazines, Su- 
zuki has refined the GS brake systems. 
On the B model, the rear disc brake began 
to chatter with only light pressure on the 
lever. The problem was especially notice- 
able when the rider downshifted at the 
same time. On the 1978 750s, the rear- 
brake disc has been reduced in diameter 
from 295mm (11.6 in.) to 275mm (10.8 in.). 
This reduction has completely eliminated 
the rear-brake touchiness. 

The EC uses a dual-disc brake system 
up front with the calipers mounted behind 
the sliders. The front stoppers are very 
controllable when dry and become mod- 
erately less effective when wet. The stan- 
dard model still uses a single-disc front 
brake, which was perfectly adequate on 
the GS750B. Construction of the discs 
has also been changed. The GS750B unit 
consisted of a center piece with the disc 
riveted on. Both the EC's front discs are 











Ride Longer And Like It 


On A Travel Ease 
Water Cushion 






















There's nothing like it for long range riding comfort. 
Why? No other manufacturer has utilized (then 
improved on) the unique water bed principle in a 
bike seat. 

Eliminates Pressure Points - Hydraulic principle 
equalizes support wherever it touches. 

“New Seat" With Every Shift - Shift your 
weight. The plastic foam and water adjusts to fit your 
new position like a mold. 

Vibration Stops at the Water - Talk about ‘‘damp- 
ing affect" -- the water isolates you from tiring road 
vibration. 

"His and Hers" Adjustment - Separately adjust- 
able chambers provide individual two-up comfort. 
Highly Recommended - by articles in the 
following magazines: CYCLE WORLD, RIDER, BIG BIKE, 
STREET BIKE, MOTORCYCLIST. 
















Fits Most Bikes - Attaches in seconds without 
tools to these 250 through 1000 cc. makes: BMW, 
Honda, Moto Guzzi, Kawasaki, Suzuki, Yamaha, 
Norton, Triumph, Ducati and BSA. 

One Time Investment - The water cushion at- 
taches to existing seat and therefore can be trans- 
ferred from your old bike to your new one. 

Only $29.95. - Send the name and model of your 
bike with a check for $29.95. We will ship your 
TRAVEL EASE WATER CUSHION postpaid within 


48 hours. JML Products INC 
Department C * Box 17808 
Milwaukee, WI 53217 414/352-8848 


Dealer and Distributor Inquiries Invited 


AT LAST! A COMPLETE 
TIRE GUIDE & CATALOG 


Us. DE ACTA LOE TIRE 


WITH FACTS ON 
MOUNTING  * BALANCING 
RATINGS e TIRE CARE 
DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
ACTUAL MEASURED SIZES 


THE MOST COMPLETE SELECTION 
OF MOTORCYCLE TIRES IN U.S. 


CALL OR SEND FOR FREE 
TIRE GUIDE & CATALOG 


CALL TOLL-FREE 
800-521-4350 


IN MICH. CALL 313-334-2070 


 U.S. CYCLE TIRE 
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CHAIN MILEAGE 
TO OVER 30,000 MILES 
UNDER ACTUAL RIDING CONDITIONS 


CHAIN LUBES EXCELLENT 
NEW CHAIN NO. 1 


Exe] 
POPULAR LUBE ENS | | 
NEW CHAIN NO. 2 lamm 
POPULAR LUBE pasas 
NEW CHAIN No. 
PJA 3390 


Thousands of wet, 
dry, etc., test miles 
actually ridden over 
more than a years 
time. 


"PJ1...is better than anything. 
else I've ever tried.” 
Bob Anderson, Road Rider Magazine. 


TREATS RUBBER O-RINGS 
Heavy Duty PJ1 Chain Lube has been tested and used 
extensively on chains equipped with rubber o-rings 

: and self-lubed chains. It has been proven to drama- 
tically increase the mileage of such chains. 


T-SHIRT OFFER 

Send $3.95 for T-Shirt and/or Hat. 
Indicate T-Shirt size: 

sm. med 

Ig. xig. 


CORPORATION 


PJ1 CORPORATION 
5955 DESOTO AVENUE ; 
WOODLAND HILLS, CA 91367 ~ 





CIRCLE NO. 93 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 


one-piece units identical to the rotor used 
on the 400. The EC still uses a riveted two- 
piece unit for the rear disc-brake system. 

Previously, the rear brake-fluid reser- 
voir attached directly to the master cylin- 
der. This design had the reservoir dang- 
ling half-naked from beneath the right 
side cover. In the interest of esthetics, 
Suzuki detached the reservoir from the 
cylinder and relocated it completely under 
the cover. 

All of the Suzuki’s bits and pieces are 
functional but some specific complaints 
are in order regarding the basic designs. 
Opinions varied about the glowing orange 
instrument faces: some testers thought 
they were a bit distracting at night; others 
found them quite entertaining. Through a 
curious oversight in the design process 
those same instruments, which are can- 
ted toward the rider so he can better see 
them, nearly blind the rider when he has 
the sun at his back; they reflect the rays 
directly into his eyes. 

Another detail item, the helmet holder, 
is annoying for several reasons. First, the 
seat must be raised to reach it, necessitat- 
ing the removal of any strapped-on bun- 
gee cords. Next, there is a metal clip 
which the helmet-strap ring slips past. 
The clip prevents theft of the helmet when 
the seat is locked but also prevents easy 
removal by the owner when the seat is 
raised. Finally, the GS has only one 
holder, leaving either the rider or the 
passenger to gamble with his helmet. 

On the positive side, switches for the 
turn signals, high beam and horn are all 
half a thumb’s length away; the grips and 
levers are comfortable; the mirrors vibrate 
only marginally; the choke is accessible; 
and the gas cap is large, has a locking 
cover and doesn’t leak. 

The Suzuki 750 four-stroke was a bril- 
liant motorcycle when it was introduced in 
the fall of 1976; it still is, almost two years 
later, whether presented in the form of 
GS-ordinaire or GS-especiale. The EC is 
not only a successful variant—it is a suc- 
cessful motorcycle, predominantly be; 
cause nothing that’s been done to make it 
special has hurt its function. In either 
form, standard or EC, the GS750 is still 
the best 750 motorcycle you can buy. © 









from world’s leading manufacturer 
Assembled — ready to present N ] 
Wholesale low, low prices manng F 
Artistic color combinations R 
Rush “PDQ” service = 
Distinctive designs 
Satisfaction guaranteed 


Write for free catalog 
Trophyland USH Inc. 


DEPT. C, 7001 W. 20TH AVE: P.0. BOX 4506, HIALEAH, FLA. 33014. 


SN 


Figures Available Wf 


malcolm d» smith 


GOLD MEDAL 


«1 KY TO ANY 
OTHER AND R THE GOLD 


MEDAL DIFFERENCE. 


Frames and masks available in 
blue, red, yellow or white. 

Clear, amber or smoke $12.95 
Polaroid $16.95 

Mirrored-Polaroid $17.95 

Six Tear-offs $1.95 

Face Mask $7.95 


FOR OUR NEW 1978 CATALOG 
SEND $3.00 TO: DEPT. C MAL- 
COLM SMITH M/C, 7563 INDIANA, 
RIVERSIDE, CA 92504, OVER 100 
PAGES OF ACCESSORIES. 





The most 
complete 


mail order 
catalog of 
accessories, 
clothing, 
performance 
equipment 
and replace- 
| ment parts 
for all makes 
and models. 





ORDER YOUR 


COPY NOW! 
I. Cis... 


515 N. Victory Blvd., Burbank, Calif. 91502 


" 
m 
Please send me a FREE copy of the 1978-79 = 
MOTORCYCLISTS CATALOG. Enclosed is : 
$1.00 to cover the cost of postage & handling. m 
m 
a 
u 
B 
u 
a 





NAME (ptintis:z 95 Bone n E eam oe 
ADDRESS 


* Add $2.00 for Foreign countries. 
BEERHUEHBEHEREEBEHEHHHHHHEHEHRH 
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Cycle 


MARKET PLACE 








REGULAR CLASSIFIED: COMMERCIAL RATE: 
For firms or individuals offering commercial products 
or services. $2.10 per word. Minimum order $31.50. 
EXPAND-AD® CLASSIFIED RATE: $3.15 per word. 
Minimum order $47.25. ILLUSTRATED CLAS- 
SIFIED RATE: $75.00 per column inch. Must be 
used in conjunction with either Regular or Expand- 
Ad® classified. Frequency discount: 5% for 6 months; 
10% for 12 months paid in advance. PERSONAL 
RATE: For individuals with a personal item to buy or 
sell $1.15 per word. DISPLAY CLASSIFIED: 1” x 1 
col., $115.00; 2” x 1 col., $230.00; 3” x 1 col., 
$345.00. Col. width 2-1/4”. Advertiser to supply film 
positives. For frequency rates, please inquire. 


COLOR: Color avail. for all classified ad styles at earned rate plus additional 25%. Color choice Publisher's option & subject to availability. Publisher reserves right to 
run ad in black if color not avail. on classified pages. In such cases color enarge will be refunded or credited. GENERAL INFORMATION: All copy must be typewritten 


or clearly printed. Payment must accompany copy except when ads are to be 


are placed by Secret advertising agencies. 


y illed on credit cards — American Express, Diners Club, Master 
irst word in all classified ads set in caps. ALL copy subject to publisher's approval. All advertisers using Post Office 


harge, VISA — or ads 


Boxes in their addresses MUST supply publisher with permanent address and telephone number before ad can be run. Ads are not ackowledged. They will appear in 
first issue to go to press if received after closing date. Closing Date: 3rd of the 2nd month preceding cover date (for example, March issue closes January 3rd). Send 
order and remittance to Classified Advertising, CYCLE, One Park Ave., New York 10016. For inquiries, contact Karen Ross at (212) 725-3926. 





FOR SALE 


BUILD a 152 mph Daytona proven Suzuki 750 water-pumper 
street bike. Catalog $1.00, Plans $25.00. Earley Engineering, 
Box A3230, Chicago, Ill. 60690. 





BSA 


1972 BSA 650 Thunderbolt. Excellent condition. Meticulously 
maintained. Completely stock. Runs beautifully. $800. (703) 
960-9488. 








HARLEY DAVIDSON 


A/GAS HARLEY DRAGSTER 110 cu/in all out, R.C.D. starter, 
send return envelope for list, $3,500, Box 363, Clio, MI 48420. 


MOTO GUZZI 















EUROPE 
ON A 











eu oe 
i MOU WEZA 


* Overseas delivery arranged for all Moto Guzzi models. 

© Guzzi gives the rider unparalleled performance, reliabil- 
ity, safety and style. 

* Stand apart from the rest—Start your European tour in 
Italy with a new Moto Guzzi. 

For details, contact: 


RON LEVY LTD., Overseas Delivery Agent 
238 Mulberry Street, New York, NY 10012 
(212) 288-5282 














SUZUKI 


SUZUKI — 1966 X-6 HUSTLER, 250 cc. GOOD SHAPE — 
$450. (304) 599-4963. 








TRIUMPH 


TRIUMPH THREE CYLINDER FACTORY ROADRACER fea- 
tured CYCLE April, 1978, 100% original classic, latest exam- 
ple in flawless new condition, many new spares including fac- 
tory faring. Phone (213) 393-3753 or (213) 991-3122. 


VELOCETTE 


AJS 1958, Velocette Venom 1955. Restored. R. Finger, 
11706 Mercy Blvd., Savannah, GA 31406, (912) 925-7456. 
Eves. 














MISCELLANEOUS 


FREE WHOLESALE CATALOG: Motorcycle, Snowmobile, 
Small Engine parts, accessories, fiberglass supplies Manufac- 
turer's Supply, Box 157-C, Dorcheser, WI 54425. 


MOTO-X 








| 


This and 9 other M-X 


stickers for only 

FOX $3.00; Including 

FMF-DG-JT and 

more 'OR' Send 

$2.00 for new cata- 

log of over 500 

stickers and 5 free 
samples. 

‘OR’ send $5.00 for 

both. Send 2-3-or 5 
dollars to: 
STICK-EM UP 








1858 Catalina Ct., Livermore, CA 94550 
Dealers and Dist. send for more info. 


ACCESSORIES 





108 HOLES IN YOUR DISC. Return prepaid airmail for 
$29.95 M.O. Bill Bowman, Inc., 2546 Manhattan Ave., Mon- 
trose, CA 91020. 


ACCESSORY MART. 1978 Catalog Weighs over two pounds. 
360 8-1/2” x 11” pages of parts, accessories, tools for British, 
European, Japanese and vintage bikes. $3.00, refundable, 
P.O. Box 26116, Cincinnati, Ohio 45226. 











TOTAL PRICES! 
WE PAY SHIPPING 


CALIF. RES. ADD 6% TAX SEND 

CHECK OR MONEY ORDER — NO COD'S 

STATE: STYLE, SIZE (6%-7%) AND COLOR CHOICE 
RT MAG II STAR 120 MOTO STARII 
$45.95 $65.95 $73.95 $73.95 $81.95 


PARTS UNLIMITED -Dept. C, 13273 GLENOAKS BL. 
SYLMAR, CALIFORNIA 91342 (213) 367-1246 











DRILLED DISCS REDUCE 
AQUAPLANING AND 
WHEEL WEIGHT 
CUSTOM DRILLED DISCS 
ADD A DISTINCTIVE 
PERSONALIZED TOUCH 


WRITE FOR INFORMATION 





NELMAN FABRICATORS 
P. O. BOX 1085 


MODEL 207 SPRINGFIELD, VA 22151) 




















CHAIN-SPROCKET 
? 


r WEAR? .. 

Tired of messy sprays? Ride worry 
free! Automatic adjustable Drip 
Oiler. Minimizes wear, adjustments 
and splatter. Easy to install. Write 
for info. or send $24.75 to: 

CHAIN LUBE PRODUCTS 

Box 11589, Raytown, MO 64138 


(QWINDJAMMER 55:260... 
TOTAL PRICE WE PAY SHIPPING 

SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER: STATE YR., MAKE. MODEL. 

OPTIONS & COLOR (BLK, WHT. SIL). CALIF. RES. ADD 6%. 


HORNS + $19.95 VENTS + $8.95 QUARTZ LIGHT + $19.95 

STRIPING + $9.95 LIGHTER + $3.95 TALL SHIELD + $3.95 
LOWERS — PLAIN $64.95 — WITH STRIPING $69.95 
PARTS UNLIMITED 13273 Glenoaks BI 

SYLMAR CALIFORNIA 91342 (213) 367-1246 




















DYNABARS® — THE TOTALLY ADJUSTABLE HAN- 
DLEBARS (Patented). Total comfort for every rider, 
every style. The only handlebar you'll ever need. 
Hi-Rise to Clip-Ons, Fits all Farings. State Model. 
$79.95 & $2.50 shipping. NY residents add tax. 
NATIONAL DYNATRONICS, Dept. Ca, Div. P.W. 
DODGE CORP., 88 University PI., N.Y., N.Y. 10003. 


















APPAREL 





FINEST QUALITY LEATHER motorcycle jackets, shirts, 
pants, boots, belts, gloves, vests, helmets, raingear. World's 
lowest prices. Immediate delivery. Catalog 25 cents. Herm's 
Leathertogs, Dept. C, 701 Northampton St., Easton, Pa. 
18042 


SUNGLASSES => 


Stop plucking bugs from your eyes! 
These glosses give full eye cover- f 
age plus cable eorpieces to keep 

them from flying off your face! Brow i 

bor keeps perspiration off the lens. | Nae de 
Triple-braced wire frame. Free carrying cose. Impact-resistont GLASS 
lens in choice of Grey, Green, Brown, Mirror, or Yellow. Fast delivery 
ond money-back guarantee if not satisfied. Prices: 6.95 for 1 pair, or 
11.95 for 2 pair, or 16.95 for 3 pair. Add .45 per pair for porcel post, or 
.75 per pair for Air Mail. Foreign orders add 1.25 per pair. Order from: 


HIDALGO SUPPLY CO., DEPT.8 
P.O. Box 35339 Houston, Texas 77035 





as low as 5.65 ea. 


| & Ñ, 





TAYLOR'S © 


IN GOGGLES 





SEND 25¢ FOR CATALOGS 
P.O. Box 5023 * Santa Barbara, Calif. 93108 





SAVE 15 TO 30% WITH 


Gojggleman 


SCOTT * UVEX * CARRERA 
CLIMAX * SUPER SEER * STADIUM 
Send 25c for latest GOGGLOG 

ELLIE TAYLOR'S GOGGLES 
PO BOX 5023-C 
SANTA BARBARA, CALIF. 93108 








NEW! Send 50¢ in coins for 
COLOR PHOTO CATALOG of 
Made to Measure LEATHERS. 
SHIRTS, JEANS, JACKETS, 
CHAPS: Contour Cut to FIT! 
Tall, Big, & Athletic builds - 
satisfaction guaranteed 
since 1954. 


phone orders 602-266-4861 


OF ARIZONA 
Dept. 46 

3903 N. 16 St. 
Phoenix 85016 





PERSONALIZED BOUTIQUE SUNGLASSES for guys and 
gals. Glamorous, tinted lenses. Details free. Products Interna- 
tional, Box 8327, St. Louis, MO 63132. 





EMBLEMS/PATCHES 





EMBLEMS EMBROIDERED. Rush your design, free quota- 
tion. Order five or 500. Also stock all emblems - Yamaha - 
Honda - Triumph - Suzuki - $3.98 each. Stadryc - 6 Ave - 
Whitestone, New York 11357. 


EMBLEMS TOP QUALITY, Embroidered, guaranteed color- 
fast. Direct to you from leading factory. Order 25 to 25 million. 
Firm quote from your own sketch or our Design-an-Emblem 
Guide® supplied free. A-B Emblem Corp., P.O. Box 9695, 
Weaverville, N.C. 28787. 
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 





NEW LUXURY CAR Without cost. Free Details! Codex-ZZ, 
Box 6073, Toledo, OH 43614. 


MILLIONS IN MAIL! Free Secrets! Transworld-17, Box 6266, 
Toledo, Ohio 43614 








CLUBS 





BMW MOTORCYCLE OWNERS OF AMERICA. BMW NEWS 
MAGAZINE, Patch, Decal, Travel Assistance Guide, Dues 
$10.50. P.O. Box 74K, Newark, CA 94560. 


THE THIRD WHEEL, INC., largest sidecar club, largest an- 
nual rally. Sample newsletter, registration form. P.O. Box 
1111, Mpls., Mn. 55440. 








CYCLE PUBLICATIONS 





STREET BIKERS Touring Guide. Many useful tips. $4.00 
Ship promptly. Piccolo Press, Box 27068-C, Cincinnati, Ohio 
45227. 





Road Rider 


The only motorcycle magazine 
published solely for the touring 
rider. $10.00 for 12 issues, or 
send $1.00 for a sample copy 
to: P.O. Box 678, Dept. E, 
South Laguna, CA 92677 





cycle cams 
“FOR ALL REASONS” 


1711 N. El Camino Real 
San Clemente, California 92672 


TOUR THE 
WORLD'S 








LARGEST 
ROAD TOURING 
CATALOG. 





Included in our new Touring Catalog is 
everything for touring, from fairings, trailers, 
toursuits and halogen lights to radios, TV's, 
tents and tires. It's louring's best bargain 
at only three dollars. 

Please rush me —— —  .. . .. copies of 
your 1978 Road Touring Catalog @ three 
dollars each. Washington residents, please add 
sales tax (5.4%). 





Name 





Street 





City State Zip 


Drager's Motorcycle Company 
(206) 285-2660 1207 Dexter Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98109 








EQUIPMENT AND PARTS 





KAWASAKI - BMW" 


e TRIUMPH 


PARTS & ACCESSORIES MAIL ORDER COD 
Specializing in Machine & Speed Work. Full Crank 
Rebuilds - Boring e Porting e Complete Engine O/H 


H-1/H-2 Crankshaft Cylinders 


Reconditioned on Exchange 
Send for Free Catalog. Include $1.00 for Handling 


= arlington e 


1098 Mass. Ave., Arlington, MA 02174 - (617) 648-1300 














AUGUST 1978 











C 
A 
R 


= Division of Carl's Motorcvcle Sales, Inc. 





Tures « FET 


Parts. Mail Order Service Worldwide 


11 1 Sunrise Highway 
enm" GYGLECITY Inc. 
HONDA PARTS ONE DAY MAIL WORLDWIDE 


State Model No., year, frame & engine nos. Cail TO, 
NEW 80pg CATALOG — f$ 
r 


($1.50 by Air Mail anywhere in the world.) 


HONDA of MINEOLA 


336 Jericho Tpke., Mineola, N.Y. 11501 


BSA Parts 


Kawasaki Parts 












SHIPPED SAME DAY 


NORFOLK Box 81, Rte 1A 


MOTORCYCLES Norfolk, MA 02056 
Call (617) 384-7555 

















CALL 
TOLL FREE 


FROM ANYWHERE in U.S.A. 


800-221-7508 


GENUINE HONDA PARTS 
24 HR. MAIL UPS SERVICE 
OUR 50th ANNIVERSARY 
State Year. Model. Eng. & Frame Nos 
Our New Parts & Access. Cat. Avail. Send 
$1.00 for Postage & Handling. $1.50 for Air. 
9920 Farragut Rd., Bklyn. 11236 

N. Y. State CALL: 212-257-0230 











GUARANTEED 
USED PARTS 


Save 50% or More 
Japanese, British & European parts: Try 
us for obsolete & hard-to-find items. Give: 
Make, Model, Year, and I.D. #. 


BARONG MOTORCYCLE SALVAGE 
3031 ADELINE STREET * OAKLAND, CA. * 94608 


Horon True» 
LLL] 


Us 
ED & RECONDITIONED PA 
CYCLE SALVAGE, INC. 
172 Frontage Road, West Haven, CT 06516 (203) 933-1609 








«e 














CENTER, TEXAS. Honda parts 10% off Honda retail prices. 
When ordering parts please give us Model, Year, Frame 
Number and Engine Number. Honda engine high perform- 
ance specialist. HAYDEN HONDA, P.O. Box 829, Center, 
Texas 75935. Phone (713) 598-2330 and 598-2322. 


HONDA MOTORCYCLES AND PARTS ARE CHEAPER IN | 





Trun 


PARTS: from ‘47 on... 


-G.P. Cycle Works. . .4721 Telegraph 
Ave. . .Oakland, CA 94609 
-(415)658-9844 

-State: Make, Model, Year, I.D. No. 




















nr wi GUARANTEED 
Fi e USED PARTS 
TET p Honda Kawasaki Yamaha 
il Suzuki Triumph 






All parts guaranteed in Good Condition 
Y? LIST PRICE 1-DAY SERVICE M/C, BofA 
Write or call. Give make, model, yr., frame # 
ALL MOTORCYCLE PARTS 
20059 ROSCOE BLVD., WINNETKA, CA. 91306 (213) 998-1168 







SAVE ON NEW parts. Approximately half of list on used parts. 
Most makes and models available. Cycle Salvage Center 
Sales, R.R. 3, Beatrice, NB 68310. 





USED & RECONDITIONED 
PARTS 


CYCLE SALVAGE, INC. 
172 Frontage Road, West Haven, CT 06516 (203) 933-1609 


Kawasaki SUZUKI 


OYAL | PHONE: 
(714) 629-6674 
NFIELD +: 


Mail Order Parts, Shop Manuals, etc. 
Largest Stock in U.S.A.— Tell us your needs today! 
702-W. Holt, Pomona, CA 31768 








MOTORCYCLE PARTS 


Order from the Official Source 
INDIAN PARTS U.S.A. 
946 Spencer St., Syracuse, NY 13204 
315-474-4555 






BSA NORTON 


sy LUMPS 


USA Only) 
PARTS SHIPPED NATIONWIDE DAILY 
NEW — USED — RECONDITIONED 
No Catalog — Just Tons of Parts 


TRIUMPH OF OKLA. CITY 


1824 N. MACARTHUR (405) 947-7831 Okla. City, Okla. 73127 










Ss. EASTERN CYCLE SALVAGE, INC. 
-À Two floors of good USED PARTS 
Nd for most makes and models. Save 
9 up to 50%. One day service. 
ey WRITE: 
o DEPT. C, 87 PARK STREET 
Vy BEVERLY, MASS. 01915 (617) 922-3707 





24 HOUR SHIPPING 


* PARTS — ACCESSORIES she 
Rebuilt Engine Exchanges 

Benelli Marzocchi Regina Chain 

Riverside Pirelli ND Plugs 

Parilla Sidi-Boots AGV Helmets 


MV Agusta Barrufaldi Borrani Rims 
Franco Morini Dellorto Catalog - $1.00 
COSMOPOLITAN MOTORS. INC. 
Hatboro, PA 19040 - (215) 672-9100 





Norton PARTS 


NATIONWIDE 
Mail. Order Service MILLIS 
(0) (918 - 


Route 109 
Millis, MA 02054 
Closed Sun. & Mon. 


(617) 376-2679 








Sudan ‘ROYAL ENFIEL 
PARTS BY MAIL ORDER | 
Repair, restore, or customize your Enfleld! 


* USA's largest, most complete stock of over 2,500 different 
* parts (all new) for all '52-'70 models! Lucas, Girling, Amal, 
Renold, Smith parts also available. Send $5 for parts books and * 


* $6 for repair manuals. Specify year, model, engine and frame 
numbers on all orders for parts, manuals. Fast service! 


Bin 101 


SPEEDCENTER.U.S.A. (714) 979-4122 
3001 Red Hill Ave., Costa Mesa, CA 92626 * 


117: 








I-——— ——— ——À—————' i A———————————— ——l 





FORKING FRANK 


Fine fork tubes, any length for any 
bike, including stock & under. Engi- 
neered to duplicate the oil circulation 
in stock suspension systems. Pre- 
cision machined to fit & work like 
stock. Freight paid reliable delivery. 
Also tweek bars, springs, boots, kick- 
stands, conversion kits, extended 
speedos, & SAE approved brake 
hoses. 


FRANK’S MAINTENANCE 
& ENGINEERING, INC. 
945 Pitner Evanston, Ill. 60202 
(312) 869-6792 


FREE PARTS CATALOG! Name Brands — Low Prices. 
Write: Road Work, 5550 W. Dakin, Chicago, IL 60641. 














CN TOLL-FREE p 

on AND KAW, 
PARTS & 

ACCESSORIES 


Or 
SAK, 


WEST 
COAST 
SAVINGS 


America’s 
Largest 
Phone-Order 
Parts Service 


Bank Americard 
& Master Charge 


ORDERS FILLED IN 24 HRS. 


’ ; N. Maci 
Allyn's Honda/Kawasaki $55 Femando” Calil 


SACHS PARTS by mailorder 


Repair, Restore your DIRTBIKE 


Largest. most complete stock ot Sachs Engine parts for: Pen- 
lon, Sachs, DKW, Monark, MCB, Am. Eagle, Dalesman, Tyran, 
Saracen, with 100/125cc 5- or 6-speed Sachs engines. Send $3 
for parts book and $4 for factory repair manual. Fast service! 


SPEEDCENTER.U.S.A. Bin 101 (714) 979-4122 
3001 Red Hill Ave.. Costa Mesa. CA 92626 * 


motorspo PRODUCTS" rt. 
PO.BOX 831, PALATINE, IL ‘Spor 359 4990 


RESERVE 
VALVES 


FOR: 
Sportster, 
4 








RACE 
VALVES 
High 
Volume 


In 
Small 
Compact 
Design 


Kawasaki, 
Triumph 
& 
Custom 
Gas Tanks 


Send $1.00 for 
Catalog Including 
Other Race & 
Street Products 


zs Patent 
Pending 


Dealer Inquiries 
Invited 











HARD TO GET 


Trumps EZZ 
Portom YAMAHA 


PARTS AND ACCESSORIES 
Largest stock in U.S. 
24 Hour Mail Order Service 
Dealers Welcome 
Nationwide 
except Missouri 
call 800-325-4144 
Missouri call: 
(314) 427-1204 
3328 Woodson Road 
St. Louis, MO 63114 


DONELSON 
CYCLES, 
| INC. 














€006000000000000000000000000000 


:Road Touring Catalog: 


Hundreds ot road touring accessories to keep 
you riding in comfort and style from the 
touring specialist at Lynnwood Honda. 

Order your catalog today and get in on our special 
touring buys. 
Windjammer SS.. ........... From $289.95 
Vetter Vindicator............. From $249.95 
Oil Filters, (4 cyl. Honda) 10 or more . Each.79 


Please enclose 91 to cover postage & handling. 


Lynnwood Honda 
P.O. Box 1214 20307 Hwy. 99 Lynnwood, WA 98036 


Name 
Street 


City/State Zip 


€9096006000006000000000000000000 


€9990909009090000000000900000090 
9$00000900000000090000000000 





NORTON 
BSA AJS 
TRIUMPH 
RICKMAN 
LUCAS 
AMAL 
SMITHS 


GIRLING 


BRITISH MOTORCYCLE PARTS 


LARGEST STOCK 48 > 
IN THE USA z 


CALL FREE 800-854-0493 (except ca) 
British Spares Ltd. 


P.O. BOX 6192 ANAHEIM, CA 92806 714-635-5802 











EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION 





WORLDWIDE EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES. All Occu- 
pations! $10,000 — $50,000 ~. Free Information! Employment 
International, Box 29217-WV, Indianapolis, Indiana 46229. 





INSTRUCTION 





MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC TRAINING in the Valley of the 
Sun. Basic and advanced courses. Student loans. Approved 
for veterans. Motorcycle Mechanics Institute, 2644 East Bell 
Road, Phoenix, AZ 85032. (602) 971-9727. 





4AN 





SERVICES 





CYLINDER REMANUFACTURING, Liner replacement in any 
cycle engine. Specialists in sleeving Chrome bores, Two 
Strokes & Antiques. Piston Grinding. High Grade cast iron 
sleeves custom manufactured to meet your exacting require- 
ments. Fast, reliable service, reasonable prices. Small En- 
gines Machine Works, Inc., 2217 N. Vancouver, Portland, 
Oregon 97227. (503) 284-6983. 


COMPUTERIZED Motorcycle Evaluation. Your motorcycle 
System reliability analyzed. Free sample. COMPUTER-CK, 
Box 415-A, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11230. 








GOVERNMENT SURPLUS 





U.S. GOVERNMENT SURPLUS DIRECTORY. How, Where 
to buy 100,000 items (including Jeeps) . . . low as 2 cents on 
dollar! Most complete information available ... $2.00. 
SURPLUS DISPOSAL, Box 19107-WV, Washington, D.C. 
20036 





MISCELLANEOUS 





MAKE FRIENDS WORLDWIDE through international corre- 
spondence. Illustrated brochure free. Hermes-Verlag, Box 
110660/Z, D-1000 Berlin 11, Germany. 


IDENTIFICATION CARD, catalog, send stamped addressed 
envelope. NIPCOF, 303 E. Main, Barstow, CA 92311. 


SLEEP LEARNING. Hypnotic Method, 92% effective. Details 
free, ASR Foundation, Box 23429 EG, Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida 33307. 
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CONDOMS BY 
















[ best mens contraceptives 

Trojans v n jb: ture Plus with “Pleasure Dots 
Sample Bold 45™ we s first c olore d condom with textur- 
Pack, ing Stimulaand 32 oe brands Plain attractive 
package ass 5 is fast and guaran- 
teed. Sample pack ol fE condoms. $3 Catalogue 





alone 25€ Over 500,000 satisfied customers 
Write today: POPLAN, P.O. Box 400, Dept. CY8-G 
403 Jones Ferry Rd. Carrboro, N.C. 27510 





LEARN sailing seamanship piloting living aboard 45' yawl or 
38' sloop. 5 day course $249. Wayne McVay, 64 Mason 
Road, Barrington, R.I. 02806. (401) 245-7115. 
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Product Design Group 80 
Racecrafter 104 

53 Rack Factory 122 
Racers Supply 100 

56 R.C. Engineering 26 
R.J. Reynolds/ Salem Lights C-3 

R.J. Reynolds/Real 18-19 

R.J. Reynolds/Winstons 103 

R.J. Reynolds/Salem/Camels 109 

32  Rexnord 78 
Seagrams 7 Crown 17 
Sharper Image 9 

S & S Headers 106 

48  S&W Engineering 112 
24 Star Brite 111 
Stick-em Up 96 
Suzuki Fun Center 115 

34  Tex-AI 98 
50 Tracy Nelson Design 113 
22 Triumph c-2 
Trophyland U.S.A 115 
United Motors Corp. 95 

U.S. Cycle Tire 114 

83  U.S.Suzuki i 22-23 
VDO 104 

49 Vetter C-4 
Yoshimura 120 
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How To Find What You Saw And Liked 


Cycle Reader 
Brochure Service 


Here's a listing of the latest in literature on 
commercially available motorcycle products. 
To receive any of the following materials, 
simply circle the number next to the item on 
coupon at right. Your request will be for- 
warded to the appropriate company. 
(101) ROAD RIDER TOURING ACCESSO- 
RIES: Leaflet of selected name-brand items 
from their stock of accessories, lubricants, 
replacement parts, etc. 
(102) MAXI-PRODUCTS: Pocket-size leaf- 
let detailing product benefits of Maxi-Dwell 
Il ignition. 
(103) KRYPTONITE BIKE LOCK CORPO- 
RATION: Four-page leaflet demonstrating 
use of K-4 motorcycle lock. 
| (104) AMCO MANUFACTURING: Catalog 
p of current line of luggage racks, backrests, 
engine and case guards, tote and tank 
bags and travel trunks; motorcycle ac- 
cessory application chart; authorized 
AMCO accessory distributor list. 
| (105) SONIC HELMETS: Four-color bro- 
| chure with exploded-view drawings outlin- 
| ing method of operation and product 
| benefits of Sonic ICF Intercom System. 
| (106) CLARKE MANUFACTURING: Ring- 
| hole-punched catalog of plastic replace- 
| ment and replica gas tanks and tank ac- 
cessories. 
| (107 AMERICAN MOTORCYCL 
| SCHOOLS: Materials describing motorcy- 
| cle mechanic’s home study extension 
course leading to Completion Certificate. 
(108) SIMPSON SPORTS: Leaflet present- 
| ing full line of helmets, including models for 
| motorcyclists. 
(109) LESTER TIRE & WHEEL: Four-color 
| brochure describing quality-control man- 
ufacturing and containing examples of ex- 
l ploded-view illustrations from installation 
l instructions accompanying wheel sets. 
| (110) CYCLEPRO: Folder outlining special 
design and construction features of their 
| touring seats; available models, current 
prices. 











For any of the above information circle ap- 
propriate number on a coupon at right! 


AUGUST 1978 























Here’s how you can get additional information concerning products and services 
advertised in this issue, the New Products Editorial Section, and the listing on this 
page: 

1. Clip one of the coupons. Print, or type, your name and address as 
indicated. Be sure to include Zip Code. 

2. Please circle the number on the coupon which corresponds to the 

. number at the bottom of the advertisement, New Product listing, or 
next to the item in our brochure listing on which you wish further 
information. 

3. Enclose 25¢ to cover our processing costs. Your name will be for- 
warded to each company from whom you have requested further 
information: Listed companies will mail out literature as they deem 
appropriate. 

4. Mail Coupon and 25é to: Cycle 

P.O. Box 2904 
Clinton, lowa 52732 
5. Allow 4 to 6 weeks for receipt of literature and information. 


SS Soe CEANN Ta) CoE SSE | 

CYCLE, P.O. Box 2904, Clinton, lowa 52732 Don't Forget 
A Quarter 25€ 

For Processing 


EXPIRES October 31, 1978 CC8/78 














Name 
Address 
City 
State Zip Code 
For information on items circle numbers below. AC 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 221-003 24 25 2 
27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 — 36 37 38 39 
40 41 42 43 44 45 — 46 47 48 — 49 50 51 52 
53 54 55 56 57 58 — 59 60  & 62 63 64 65 
66 67 68 69 70 7 72 73! 74.278 70 77. 78 
79 80 81 82 83 84 — 85 86 — 87 88 89 90 91 
93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 101 102 103 104 
106 107 108 109 110 111 112 113 114 115 116 117 
319.254.120 [C Please send me 12 issues of Cycle for $4.99 and bill me. 
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CYCLE, P.O. Box 2904, Clinton, lowa 52732 
EXPIRES October 31, 1978 CC8/78 


Don't Forget 
A Quarter 25€ 
For Processing 














Name 
Address 
City 
State Zip Code —— — — — "Ab 
For information on items circle numbers below. A 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 177 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29. 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 
40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 
53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 
66 67 68 69 70 7 72 73 74 75 76 77 78 


79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 
92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 101 102 103 104 
106 107 108 109 110 111 112 113 114 115 116 117 


119 120 [O Please send me 12 issues of Cycle for $4.99 and bill me. 
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CYCLE, P.O. Box 2904, Clinton, lowa 52732 Don't Forget ¢ 
A Quarter 25 
For Processing 












EXPIRES October 31, 1978 CC8/78 














Name 
Address 3 | 
City 
State Zip; Codes. = + Lany 
For information on items circle numbers below AA 
1 2 3 4 5 6 ? 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 
40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 
53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 
66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 76 77 78 
79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 


92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 101 102 103 104 

105 106 107 108 109 110 111 112 113 114 115 116 117 

118 119 120 C Please send me 12 issues of Cycle for $4.99 and bill me. 
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AMI TRAINS OUTBOARD & STERN DRIVE MECHANICS 


= —— -SENDMORE INFORMATION TO = — — — 
If you are willing to work hard for Peso 1 
ten weeks, AMI can turn | smi 

you into a Certified | cny. 
= Marine Mechanic. pane 
PMME|— [-— o9 ^ aE 

Professional l- 
marine industry 1445 e. ive ped BEACH,FL. 32014 
. L FREE (800)874-0645 
people know m FORVETS e IN FLORIDA CALL (804]255-0295 
turn out the best! qm Lu, 


et 
Send in this coupon today! Z AMERICAN 
Be a Certified Marine MARINE 
Mechanic. INSTITUTE 


SA TONA BEACH. Se 


> 4, | PS. Hi- Performance Electronic Ignition 


You can pay more. ; d Honda-4's 
You can pay less . a ; Kawasaki d 
But, you can't buy 
a better ignition 
for your motorcycle. ; 
e Maximum performance ; 
and economy without 
ignition tune-ups. 
e Road and race proven 
e Extends spark plug life 


| * Easyi i : 
VS . E IDEA. complete 
1062 East Cypress St., Covina, CA 91724 © (213) 331-6202 


DUNLOP 
FREE INNER TUBE 


360x18 K81 $33.66 +$ .90 
A 410x18 K81 39.17 + 1.17 
B 430x18 K81 4212+ 1.34 
$ 360x19 K81 35814 .92 
410x19 K81 40.03+ 1.02 
350x18 K87 2590-- .96 
400x18 K87 31.254 1.18 
400x18 K87 MK11 36.42+ 1.18 
300x18 F7 Rib 20414 .67 
325x19 F7 Rib 27104 91 





24 Hr. UPS Service 
to Your Door 


Call collect or write 


C] Master Charge 





LJ Money order 











2060 York Road 
Timonium, MD 21093 
301/252-6380 


No personal 
checks accepted. 
Only cashiers check. Exp. Date — 


Credit Card # — 


Announcing! 


NEW FROM YOSHIMURA... 
KZ-650 Z-1, Z-1R, LTD-S, KZ-1000 KAWASAKI 
GS-550, 750 SUZUKI *GS 1000 SUZUKI 


CB 750, 750 FHONDA. All available in Bk. or Chr. 


Send for our new 72 pg. Technical Catalog/Manual $3.00 ea. 


YOSHIMURA 


Eom 5517 Cleon Ave. 
N. Hollywood, CA. 91601 
*COMING SOON —————AA 
YOSHIMURA EAST : 
A 264 Marshall Hill Rd. 
<A peat 
F W. Milford, N. J. 07480 


Jos 








LETTERS Continued from page25 
but finally came around sufficiently to 
stammer something like "Sure, if nobody 
minds. . . .” | had visions of ultra-sophisti- 
cated port work and super-secret timings, 
but when Buster came back he handed 
me a set of cylinders that looked abso- 
lutely stock. There was still rough casting 
on the port walls. | was certain there was 
something unique about them, and with 
the envying eyes of several fellow Novices 
on me | sat in the corner and measured 
everything to the millimeter. And they 
were stock, off-the-shelf barrels like any of 
us could have bought next door at the 
Yamaha parts truck. And those guys 
wouldn't believe me! 

So there you have the reason that | just 
had to laugh at the parts of the Kenny 
Roberts interview in which he discussed 
his road racing motors. Those engines 
really aren't all that trick—he just rides the 
wheels off anything you set under him. 

Jerry Smith 
Berkeley, California 


HSSSSS!! 

| must disagree with your statements in 
the June issue concerning noise regula- 
tion. There is no reason why the motorcy- 
cle must be loud! Even if the 78 dB is 
unfair to the smaller companies, the noise 
and pollution regulations will bring us to 
an undeniable advantage: Steam En- 
gines. Too slow for the 1970-80s? No 
way! The fabled Stanley steamer in 1906 
was officially clocked at over 127 mph. 
With steam engines, the only noise made 
is by moving parts (gears) and by a very 
quiet (though unmuffled) boiler! Those 
trick Protectear ear plugs would be use- 
less as you steam through the desert on a 
125cc, 40 hp and up (depending on boiler 

pressure) cycle. 
Robert Fulton 
Folly, Louisiana 


PARVENU 

| loved your article "A Parvenu Abroad" 
published in May's Cycle. 

| toured Europe via BMW R90S in May/ 
June 1976. It was truly a fantastic experi- 
ence but somewhat hard to share with 
many of my friends here. | say the words 
but they just don't get the picture. 

Your article may find limited accep- 
tance for the same reason. But for me it is 
"choice, quality stuff"! You really told it 
like it is/was and | was/am thrilled. 

All that about the status on the Auto- 


j| bahn etc., and flashing lights and lines of 


cars waiting for a train . . . ahh! And no 

one here, who hasn't been there, can 

appreciate seeing those beautiful one- 

piece leather riding suits on just about 
everybody. | loved your article. 

Gene Riser 

Harlingen, Texas 


Adaress all correspondence to Cook Neil- 
son, "LETTERS," CYCLE Magazine, 780-A 
Lakefield Rd, Westlake Village, CA 91361 

CYCLE 





X DRAG FETES 


. finer accessories for all motorcycles 
p.o. box 9336, minneapolis, minnesota 55440 (612) 935-1000 


There are 13,001 reasons why Drag 
Specialties is Number One in the world 
-in finer motorcycle accessories. 


5,000 of the reasons are quality 
products that add comfort, style; and 
performance to your custom, touring; 
-or high performance bike. 


- 8,000 of the reasons are the dealers 
around the world who serve your 


1 of: the biggest reasons is Drag's 1978 
catalog, The Motorcycling Coat of 
Arms. With 246 pages, many in color, 
is the ultimate “wish book” for 
“bikers. You can get your copy by 
sending $6.00 to Drag Specialties. 
(It’s refundable with first $25 order.) 


P.S. Drag:now has Krauser and Taylor-Mate! 



















BMWIRIO0SES S oem May 1977* 
R60/7 T August 1977 
R80/7 January 1978 

Bultaco 250/370 Fronteras ........ May 1977 


STRENGTH @ BEAUTY 


We've combined the beauty and elegance of highly 










le, x» 
polished aluminum with the superior strength of heli-arc can Am 13/290 Pr ddl dur 
welding to arrive at “the perfect match, Strength and 370MXÀ |... August 1978 





Beauty.” 
This is a combination we're proud of; you will be too! 
-Insist on a Rack Factory luggage carrier. 
Models available for Honda, Kawasaki, . 
Yamaha, Suzuki, BMW, Moto Guzzi, and 
Norton. Send $1.00 for complete order- 
ing information and full color catalog: 


A BEAUTIFUL WA 


Ducati Desmo 900 ...................... July 1978 
Harley-Davidson 250MX ........ October 1977 
Hercules 250 Enduro ...... February 1977** 
Honda CB360T T aree May 1977** 

GL1000 ....... March 1977*, March 1978 
April 1977* 
April 1977* 
June 1977 
... September 1977 

. September 1977 











































CB400T II . ... September 1977 
CBX tuU S February 1978 
CM185T... ..... March 1978 
CR250Ri oS April 1978 
CX500. ose tee rivos May 1978 
X250 c M dn July 1978 
Husqvarna 360 
Automate January 1977** 
250 WR ...... ese ADIL 1979 
390 CR tossed June 1977 
125:CRi x .. December 1977 
290) CR DEUS June 1978 
Kawasaki KZ400................... May 1977** 


pu E .... February 1977** 
edite eae December 1977 
.. February 1978 





















Jk March 1978 

Cor May 1978 

Laverda 1200 Jota ................... June 1978 
Moto Guzzi 

850 LE MANS a August 1977 

250 MC8 Enduro.......... June 1977 

FASOD narran May 1977** 


ignia January 1977* 
ntes March 1977* 
m December 1977 
n December 1977 
M January 1978 
De March 1978 


LEARN IT ALL... THE PROFESSIONAL WAY! 


ls Men 3 se 
QUO “Se Yo oy 
= 


sirven May 1977** 
.. February 1977* 
dide March 1977 
M April 1977* 
T January 1978 
.... February 1978 
.... February 1978 
.. November 1977 
e o Me April 1978 
m April 1978 
.. June 1978 
eo ces July 1978 
TREE Oe August 1978 












Reprints are available for Road Tests listed 
above @ $1 each for those marked with 
single asterisk (*); $1.50 each, double as- 
terisk (**). Minimum order $3. Order from 
CYCLE Reprints, P.O. Box 278, Pratt Sta- 
tion, Brooklyn, NY 11205. Residents of CA, 
CO, FL, IL, MI, MO, NY STATE, DC and TX 
add applicable sales tax. Outside U.S.A. 
add $1 per order. 









If you'd like to join us. if youd 
like to join. the Pros. send us the 
coupon for. more intormation: 






NATIONAL TECHNICAL INSTITUTE 
4810 Calvert Road 

College Park, Maryland 20740 

NAME. 

ADDRESS 

STATE ZIP 

AGE phone — 5—* — 5. o 
COMARRIED [SINGLE [JI AM & VETERAN 
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The cylinders pump The power 
through the crank to the rive-speed 
gear box. The rider picks the gear 
and sends the power fo the rear 
wheel. This s the Precise world 
of Touring. But all of that design 
precision T on the tires 
foorprint, a few square inches 
where the power is turned 
(nto moton. At ear We 
know that. Thats why we 
built the Eagle A/T tire To 
tun with this great design. 
Heres how /f works. 


Í. The carcass of the Eagle NN? 
A/T /s built with Goodyear s exclu. 
sive Triple-Tempered nylon, fo helb 
assurea tire strong enough fo run 


that touring power into touring miles. 


2. The tread of the Eagle A/T ts 
computer designed 
to handle wer and 






GOOD YEAR 





ory weather. /f 5 x 


always working, 
taking fhepow- 
er to the road,’ 
moving you down the road. 


3. The Eagle A/T Tubeless, 
designed for the new light- 
weight mag wheels, gives 
you good looks ard easy 
balancing end repairs. 


AX 4 he Eagle A/T is avait- 
«X ab/e in raised white letters 
| or Llackwall and carries 3 
| Goodyear speed rating of 
"H." [1$ 8 Goodyear Eagle atid 
every Eagle tire rs dap Cle We 
engineered to work witha specific 
type of machine. Ask your Goodyear 
dealer to match your machine with 
a set of Eagles. They te built 
7o run with the 
great designs. 














Bits: 


American Labor 


€ Amid trade imbalances, embargos and 
a generally chaotic world economic situa- 
tion, Honda Motor Co. has taken a posi- 
tive step toward stabilizing Japanese/ 
American economic relations. On April 3 
of this year, ground breaking ceremonies 
were held to mark the beginning of con- 
struction of a Honda plant in Union 
County, Ohio. The new corporation will be 
named Honda of America Mfg., Inc. Vari- 
ous factors influenced selection of the 
site, including access to railways and 
environmental impact of the industrial fa- 
cility. When the factory initially opens, the 
25 million dollar plant will employ about 
500 people to produce motorcycles. Fu- 
ture plans call for construction of an auto- 
mobile manufacturing plant, which will 
employ another 3000 people. 

€ Deflation: “We can only hope that 
Honda's linerless cylinder, which has a 
hard-chromed bore, will not do too much 


€ Montesa has long had the reputation of 
manufacturing high performance dirt ma- 
chines. In particular, Montesa motorcy- 
cles have captured numerous observed 
trials championships and won many en- 
duros. Until 1978, however, they have 
concentrated their efforts on producing 
125 and 250cc bikes, with the only nota- 
ble exceptions being the 348 Cota and the 
Cappra 360 VB. 

For this year, Montesa has introduced 
their first large-displacement Enduro ma- 
chine. It is designated the 360 H6 and 
displaces 350cc with a 83.4 x 64mm bore 
and stroke. Other engine features include 
a 36mm carburetor, a six-speed transmis- 


to fill dealers' scrap bins." From the April, 
1978 Cycle Magazine's test of the Honda 
CR250R. The test went on to quote the 


sion, a right-side kickstarter lever and a 
heavily muffled upswept pipe. The frame 
and wheels are virtually identical to those 
used on the 360 VB motocrosser, which 
has always been noted for its good han- 
dling. The fork has 200mm (7.8 in.) of tra- 
vel and the shocks have 220mm (8.6 in.). 

There are several items specifically for 
enduro competition, such as a center 
stand, a toolbox under the seat, a speed- 
ometer and trip meter, and a protective 
grill over the headlight. Also of benefit to 
the serious competitor is the fact that the 
seat, fuel tank, shift lever and front 
sprocket can all be removed without 
tools. 








price of the cylinder as $178. Good news: 
Honda has announced the reduction in 
retail price of several CR250R parts, in- 
cluding the cylinder. Here's a list of just 
some of the parts reduced in price: Coil, 
$20.90 to $15.35; cylinder (complete), 
$178.20 to $118.19; rings, $9.30 to $6.72; 
piston, $17.40 to $14.05; rear sprocket, 
$30.00 to $19.38; rear rim, $91.80 to 
$54.97; and C.D.I. unit, $93.70 to $75.18. 
9 |n direct and rapid response to Cycle's 
aftermarket exhaust system comparison 
test (May, 1978), the Dunstall organization 
went back to work. The Dunstall system, 
as you may recall, did not exactly cause 
the Kawasaki KZ1000 to pull Webco's 
dynamometer out of the floor. So three 
weeks after the story was published, 
David Amette of Dunstall was back at 
Webco with another KZ1000 and five 
other, newer systems. Although the pipes 
were not checked for noise output as per 
the comparison test, power increases 
over stock were significant. The old sys- 
tem, according to Amette, has been with- 
drawn from the market. 

e Fokker-Killer: At Daytona, Champion 
Spark Plug's Bobby Strahlmann used his 
plug-reading expertise to diagnose the ills 
of a sizable number of machines during 
the infamous Seizure Week. 

Aside from this bit of fame, Bobby has 
come to the attention of Los Angeles 
residents through an article in the local 
newspapers about him and his partner, 
Tom Davis. Florida-based Strahlmann 
and Los Angeles-based Davis are build- 
ing a replica World War | fighter—the 
SE5a—which was the nemesis of the Ger- 
man Fokker. 

And some people say road racing is an 
unusual hobby. @ 
CYCLE 
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Taste why 

Salem Lights is the largest 

selling low tar menthol 

cigarette. tun AT E 
More and more smokers sid lan | 





prefer the mellow flavor, = 


cooling menthol,and = uu 


4 4 af s 
14 d j; 
| a. AY A!E 
p WA, WS 


Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined | : 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. LIGHTS: 11 mg. "tar", 0.8 mg. nicotine av. per cigarette, FTC Report AUG. '77; 
LIGHT 100's: 11 mg. "tar", 0.9 mg. nicotine av. per cigarette, by FTC method. 
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Vetter just lowered the price of 
first class travel. 


Meet the new Vetter Vindicator, made to sell for ^ SS. You get just about everything else. The 
about $250. shape, the style, the quality, the protection, the 
adjustable headlight, the slick electric harness, 
the twin tonneaus for storage and security, the 
full-blooded Vetter reputation. Plus your choice 
of distinctive Vindicator striping. 


It’s every bit a genuine Vetter fairing, born and 
bred to the same exacting standards as the 
classic Windjammer SS, by the same people, 
even on the same molds. 


We mainly left off the super-expensive Leading Check it out at your Vetter dealer. There's no 
Edge Lights, as featured on our Windjammer other way to look this good for this little. 


Vetter 
The first to do it right 


Mu 
For a free brochure, see your Vetter dealer or write: Vetter Fairing Co., Rantoul, Illinois 61866. ©1978 Ve tte Fairing Co. â 
Distributed in Canada by Marquette Corp., Ltd. 204 Yorkland Blvd. Willowdale, Ontario M2J1RS (416) 491-1777 





